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1 TO THE 


12 HIS Work being chiefly in- 

© © tended for the Uſe of Fami- 
Illes, and the Young and Un- 

learned, Brevity has been ſtudied, 
and the Narration carried on in the 
; plaineſt and moſt conciſe Manner, 
ſo as to include the Hiſtory of 5000 
Tears within the Compaſs of this 

— Volume. Nothing has been 
er eſſentially neceſſary, the 

chief End and Deſign all along be- 
F ing to lead the Reader from the 
i Types, Shadows and Prophecies of 
the Meſſiah in the Old Teſtament, 

-to the full Accompliſhment of them 
in the Birth, Life, Sufferings, Death, 
Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion of the 


| Saviour. This being the chief In- 
tention of the Holy Spirit, who dic- 
tated the holy Scriptures. 


illuminate the Mind of every Rea- | 


TO THE READER: 
once ſuffering, but now glorified Þ 


* 
0 
5 


To render this Book more pleas | 
fant and agreeable, a Number of 
Cuts has been added, that repreſent] 
ſome of the moſt remarkable Paſ- 


lages of the ſacred Writings, which 


it is hoped will fix a more laſting 


Impreſſion on the Minds of Youth) * 


in particular. 


That the ſame Spirit, who firſſ i 
indicted the holy Scriptures, may 


is the earneſt Pra jr of, 
"Thane, in F os Service of the Lord, | 
JOHN CANNE. 
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| ly — ENE SIS, this Word ſignifieth the Be- 

nd . N Singing and Generation of all the Crea- 
tures. 

1 Moes in this Book doth ſet forth unto us, 

Firſt, that the World, andall Things there- 

in were by God created; wherein is manifeſted the Loxb's 


Omnipotence, in his creating all Things of Nothing, and 
his Bounty in furniſhing and ſupplying all Prople with 


J all uſeful Things; and likewiſe the Loxp's Love to 
E. 4 Man, in giving him Dominion over all the Creatures, , 
{ 


Þ 
. 
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GENESIS. | 
The Lord made Man out the Duſt of the Earth, where 
by he was taught Humility of Mind. 
Adam the firſt Man took his name Frans Adamab, 
ſignifying Red Earth, as being formed of the Red Slime 
of the Earth, the Name in the T eutonick Tongue ſignify- | 
ing Living Breath. g 
The Latins derive Homo from Humo, and ſome ſay © 
that Man was mate in Syria near to Damaſcus, becaufe } 
there is much Red Earth, others ſay near to Hebron, a ; 
City in the Tribe of Juda, and ſhould be buried in a a 
Cave there, which the Inhabitants thereof do ſhew unto 


2 


Help-meet for him, cauſing a deep Sleep to come upon 
him, ſo taking a Rib from him, therewith made he the o 
Woman Exe. | 
Woman, ſo named as out of the Womb Man ſhould + 
proceed. The Maker was GOD, the Matter a Rib of 
Adam, the Form a Building, the end to be a Meet-he!p. 
Adam after his Creation was ſeated in Paradiſe, there 
to behold GOD's wonderful Work, and to magnify him, 
yet ſuddenly fell through Diſobedience from GOD. That 
which moved them to diſobey was partly Pleaſure and 


Pilgrims | 
"The Lord formed the Woman out of Man, as to be a 


partly Pride, the Fruit was delight ful. 


Paradiſe, the Word ſignifieth a pleaſant Garden plen- 1 
tifully furniſhed with fruitfal Trees, and principally with þ 


Myr te T Trees, Which bear Fruit of a very delicious I aſte, 


It was alſo called Eden, a Place plencrfully furniſhed 


wich all Things neceſſary for the procuring of Pleafares | 


and Delight. 
Into this Place GOD put Man to dreſs i it; but wher 
it ſtood there are divers Opinions. 


Through the Devil's Malice and Man's own Wilfulneſs, 
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EES 3 
3 He ſoon fell from this Place, whereby he came to be cur (- 


ied and his Poſterity : Yet nevertheleſs the Lord reſtored 
nim to Life for his own Mercy's ſake, and confirmed him 


| in the ſame by his Promiſe of Chr:/? to come, by and 


| ien . whom he ſhould overcome Satan, Death, and 
Hell, comforted through God's Mercy by a Promiſe of 
the Seed of the Woman. Chri/t Feſus, the Son of Gol is 
promited to be made the Seed of the Woman, and he by 


| Death overcame Death. 


In the Fourth Chapter and ſo following, is ſet forth a 
{ Deſcription of the Wicked, who being unmindful of God's 


'$ Bleſſings and Benefits, do remain ſtill in their Wickedneſs; 


# ſo falling from one Sin to another, do provoke the Lord 


1 at length to deſtroy the whole World. It is ſaid that the 


| Earth alſo was corrupt before God. Moſes giving the 


„ Reaſon, ſaying, the Earth was filled with Cruelty, they 
|. quickly began to contemn God, and opprels their Neigh- 


Damaſuus 160 Miles from Feruſalem, as Munſter and o- 
ther Writers ſay. The Townſmen there ſhew the Place 
| where Cain flew his Brother Wel. And it is ſomewhat 


5 Adam and Eve being driven out of Paradiſe, dwelt in 
| 


; | to be believed that this City received her Name thereby, 


for that Damaſcus ſignifies Blood-ſhedding, or a Place 


q | which hath drunk up Blood. Cain denoteth angry, wrath- 
„. , ful or ſhrewd. 


So that the ſecond Sin of the World was Murder, in 
| Cain, committed upon his Brother el, (who were the 


= l two Sons of Adam) for which Murder he was condemned 


7 


for a Vagabond, Abel in the Teutonic Tongue ſiguiſieth 
+ ſufficient, or abled in the Service of God. 
Cain after he had ſlain his Brother, went into the Land 
of Nod, a Land of Fear and Diſquiet, about the fame 
B 2 


= 


had made. 


on of their Kinds. After this Deliverance Noah built 1 


4 GENESIS. 


Place, as is conceived by ſome Hiſtorjographers, where 
Babylon, after Neah's Flood, was built; he went from the 
Preſence of the Lood, he was left of God, bereaved bf 
his Protection. 

Thus Sin increaſing, the Lord was provoked to ſend MW 
the Deluge, yet firſt God threatned before he ſtruck, and 
ſeeing Wickeaneſs to increaſe, he poured iorth the Waters, 
yet therein had he a Care of his Church, in cauſing Noah WM 
and his to make an Ark, and to preſerve themſelves there-Y 
in, together with two of all Sorts of Creatures that God FI 


At God's threatning and Noah's Preparation of the 
Ark, the People laughed as though they were ſecure, but 
the Deluge came upon them. | 3 

So that none were ſpared but Noah and his Family, 
and ſuch others as went into the Ark for the Preſervati- © 


an Altar to the Lord, and offered Burnt-Offerings. ; 

Nzah was a Figure of the Church, being preſerved in ? 
the Ark, Noah fignifieth Quiet and Reſt, he dwelt in Ar- 
menia, hard by Mount 4rargt, upon which Mount the 1 
; 


Ark reſted after the Floods. 


The Lord aſſureth us, by the Example of Abraham, 1ſaac | a 
and Jacob, and the reſt of the Prophets, that his Mercy * 


never faileth them whom he doth chuſe to be his Church, 


but in all Diſtreſſes and Aſllictions he aſſiſteth and deliver- ; 
eth them. | | 
In this Book alſo may be ſeen, that God's Church de- 
pendeth not on the Eſtimation and Nobility of the World. 
by the Example of Cain, Iſbmael, Eſau, and others, who 
were Noble in Man's Judgment: As allo it is apparent 
by the fewneſs which have at all Times worſhipped him 
according to his Word, that it ſtandech not in the Multi- 
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= rude, but in the ſmall Flock and little Number, in the poor 
= deſpiſed, intimating thus much unto us, that Man in 
bis Witdom might be conſonuded, and the Name of the 
Lord evermore magnified and extolled. 

After the Flood had ceaſed, God made a Covenant with 
Man, ſignified by the Rainbow, never to deſtroy the Earth 
in like manner any more. 

Now the Iſſues of Noah came to be diſtributed, and 
Regions planted, at firſt ſuppoſed in AZefopstamia, Baby- 
kma, and Chalilea, and thence propagated. 

For all this wonderful Deliverance of the Lord's, mani- 
feſted unto Noah and his Family, he ſoon fell into the 
Sin of Drunkenneſs. 

In thoſe Days increaſed Mankind wonderfully, and 
Pride allo : For the People were fo ambitious, that they 
would prefer, or at leaſt equal, their Glory with the 
Lord's, ſay ing, let us build us a City, and a Tower whoſe 
Top may reach unto the Heavens, that we may get us 
a Name, but Gd puniſhe:! them for their Pride and vain 
Glory, and brought a Confuſion of Language among 
them, that one underſtood not another's Meaning, 

This was in the Days of A:mrod, who was the firſt 
Prince and Regent upon Earth, who undertook the build- 
ing of Babylon Babel or Babyſon fignifieth a Confuſion, 
becauſe in this Place the Lord confounded the Work- 
men's Tongues at their Building, 

This City was a Metropolitan, built by this Nimrod, 
about 3oo Years after the Flood; he was by Hiſtorians 
accounted the Son of Jupiter Belus. 

This City at firſt was the faireſt of all others, Grime 

| in a ſpacious Plain, compaſs'd about with Walls of an in- 
340 - credible Strength and * fifty Cubits thick, and 
Ps 3 
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CENT. 


two hundred high, beautified with goodly Buildi logs and 
ſtately Temples. * 

It was in Compaſs three hundred and eighty F urlongs, | 
which maketh forty eight Engliſb Miles. 

Through it ran the River Euphrates, and in the Wall 
there ſtood one hundred Gates, as Strqabo doth relate un- 
to us. 

Nimrod is taken by many to be the Son of Cham the 
Son of Noah, whoſe Name doth ſignify a cruel Gover- 
nor, or an unmerciful Tyrant; and his actions proved ac- 
cording to the Signification of his Name. 

The famous City of Babylon was after taken by Cyrus 
the firſt Emperor of the Perfians; and a while after it 
was utterly deſtroyed by Xerxes, who was accounted the 
fourth Emperor of the Perſians. Where then, O World, 
is thy Proſperity ! Or Riches, thy Glory! Since in the one 
thou art conſumed, in the other left deſolate. 

There's nothing left of it now but a heap of Stones, 
out of the Ruins there is built a ſmall Town cloſe by cals 
led Feluga. 

In thoſe Days of Babylon's Pride, the Lord had a Care 
of his, for he ſent Abraham into a ſtrange Country, and 
' promiſed a Bleſſing unto him and to his, for in his Seed 
all Nations were bleſſed. 

Abraham was very rich, ſeated in a fertile Land of 
Canaan; He was a Man given to Hoſpitality, God havs 
ing given him a Heart to make a right Uſe of his Riches, 
Here the Lord appeared to Abraham, laying, unto thy 
Seed will 1 give this Land. | 

Lot alſo went with Abraham, and poſſeſſed the Land of | 
Canaan, and much increaſing in Wealth, which was the 
Cauſe of a Diviſion between them through the Means of 
their Herdſmen ; yet ſought they not any Revenge one 
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ol the other, (as many now a days) but uſed gentle Words 
and ſoft Means how to prevent the like Inconveniences, 
by departing and dwelling aſunder, yet continued they 
faithful one to the other: For when Lot was taken Pri- 
ſoner by the King of Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham with 
an Army ſet him free. | 

Abram's Name was changed by the Lord, and called 
Abraham, which ſignifieth a Father of many Nations; 
which changing of his Name was a Seal to confirm the 
Lord's Promiſe unto him. 

Abraham took ro Wife Sarah the Daughter of Haran, 
his Brother's Daughter; this was permitted for the Peo- 
pling of the World. But ſhe proving barren, ſent her 
Maid Hager to Abraham's Bed; after which ſhe came to 
be deſpiſed by Hagar, who domineered over her, ſo that 
Wrath was ilirred vp in Sarah. This ſhe purchaſed by 
Uighting and attempting againſt God's Word. Afﬀter- 


wards God gave Sarab in her old Age a Son, whoſe 


Name was //aac: This was he in whom the Covenant 
was made; this is my Covenant faith the Lord, which ye 
{hall keep between me and you, and thy Seed. aſter thee, 
Let every Man Child among you be circumciſed, that is, 
ye ſhall circumciſe the Foreſkin of your Fleſh; the Privy 
Part was circumciſed, to ſhew, that all that is born of 
Man is corrupt and unclean, and muſt be mortified. 
The Sin of Sodom was very great, uſing their Beaſtli- 
neſs with Beaſts, yet 4braham prayed for them, when the 
Lord threatned utterly to deſtroy it, and God expoſtulates 
with him, manifeſting that his Judgments were done with 
Mercy, for as much as the whole City was corrupt and a- 
bominable in his Sight, inſomuch, that not ten righteous 
Perſons could be found therein. Their continual Cries 
of Sin aſcended into the Ears of God, proyokins Him 
B 4 


8 GENESTS. 
to come down in a Fury againſt them with Fire and 
Brimſtone, deſtroying all but a few Perſons. 


Lot's Wife at Departure out of the City with her Huſ- 10 | 


band looked back, as troubled to depart from fo pleaſant 
a Place, wherefore the Lord turned her into a Pillar of 
Salt, in that her Care after earthly Things was too great. 

After Lot remained in the Mountains, where he fell in- 
to the Sin of Drunkenneſs, and after it into the Sin of 
Inceſt with his Daughters, from whom the Moabites aud 
the Ammonites deſcended, who were an accurſed People. 

The Lord made a Pryal of Shins Faith, in requi- 
ring him to facrifice his only Son //azc. He ſhewed a 
Willingneſs to be obedicnt to the Lord's Command, de- 
claring his lively Faith, whereby the Lord renewed his 
Covenant, and told him for that Dez4 he would ſurely 
bleſs him, and multiply his Seed greatly as the Stars of the 
Heavens, and in his Seed ſhould all the Nations of the 
Earth be bleſſed. Yet herein Abraham ſeemed to be un- 
der a great Temptation ſeeing he was commanded to of- 
fer up his only Son, him in whom God had promiſed to 
bleſs all the Nations of the World. {//aac, the Name ſig- 
nineth Mirth, or one that rejoiceth with Mirth, 

As Sraham when he would have offered his Son un— 
to the Lord, carried the Fire and the Knife, but //aac 
the Wood upon which he ſhonald be flain and burned on 
Mount Meri2h near to Feriſalem, ſo our Saviour Feſus 
Cirijt for. the Sins Man committed and carries about him, 
bore upon his Shoulders the wooden Crols ; where- 


upon he was offered an acceptable Sacrifice ta. his Father, 


that ſo by his Mediation and Satisfaction we might receive 
Pardon for them, and this was likewiſe done upon Mount 
| Calvary, a little from Feru/alom., And as the Lord pro- 
vided another Sacrifice for Abraham, that ſo he might ſave 
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GENESIS. 9 
his Son, which was a Ram tied and intangled in Thorns, 
ſo God provided a Sacrifice for the Salvation of the World, 
Felus Chriſt our Mediator, who is that immaculate Lamb 
of God. whole Head being crowned with Thorns and 
hanging upon the Crols, by his precious Death opened to 
us the Door of Eternal Life. Such was the Love of A. 
braham, a Father, unto his God, ſuch the Love of God, 
a Father, unto Man, that they ſpared not their only Sons; 
the one Typically to repreſent the other, the other that 
is the only begotten Son of God to dic effectually for 4A. 
braham, [/aar, and all Mankind. 

In him was eſtabliſhed the right line of Fefrs Chriſt. 
In the 23d Chap. is ſhewed the Death and Burial of Sa- 
rah, his natural Affection commended, that his Mourning 
pailed nor Meaſure. | 

Abraham's care for Juac when he grew up unto Man's 
Eſtate, was to provide him a Wife, and not to marry out 
of a godly Family, 

She was Rebecca the Danghter of Bethuel, they con- 
tinued childleſs twenty Years, afterwards they had E/au 
and Jacob. And Abraham took him another Wife. 

Rebecca doth denote ſuch a Woman which expeQcth a 
free Deliverance from all Calamity, and an Inheritance of 
eternal Life. 

Rebecca is a Type of the Church of God, which i is the 
Spouſe of Chri/? ſhadowed in Iſuàc. 

Eſau followed the Luſts of his Fleſh, and 8 
lis Birth-cight through Worldlineſs, whereby he loft his 
Father's Bleiling and became a Hater of his Brother. Ja- 
5 got the Blelfing from Lau by the Mother's Subuity 

and Counſel. 

Jacob was a good Man, endowed with Patience at his 
Brother's Rage: Leaving him he went to his Uncle La— 


ban, and proved diligent and faithful in his Uncle's Ser- 


EENESTS. 


10 


vice, though ill rewarded by his Uncle, for which Patience f 


the Lord bleſſed and rewarded him. 


The typical Siguification of the Patriarch Jacob: Ja- 
cob ſignifies a Supplanter, and was a Type of Chriſt, wo 
is that Supplanter of Satan; he is the Type of a Chri- 
{tian Man, for as he was wreſtling with the Angel he ob- 
tained a Bleſling ; ſo every good Man continually ſtriving | 
with Perſeverance in Prayer, ſhall at length obtain an ever- 5 
laſting Bleſſing: For this Cauſe was Jacob called Hrael, 
that is the Prince of God, in that he prevailed with God. 


Jacob had two Wives, Leah and Rachel. Leah ſigni- 
fies wearied, and was a Type of the old Maſaical Church, 
for that was oppreſſed and wearied with the Laws of Mo- 
ſes. But Rachel ſigniſies a Sheep, and is a Type and Sign 
of the Church of God in the New Teſtament. 

Leah was nothing ſo fair, but much more fruitful. Ra- 
chel was much fairer, yet not fruitful, 


Rachel was the Mother of 7/eph, who was a Type of | 
Chriſt; the Word Rachel fignifying a Sheep, and alſo of | 


Benjamin, which ſignify'd the Son of the right Hand. 
Eſau ſignifies a Factor, fo called from Redneſs. 


As Rebecca had in her Womb two Sons, that is E/ay ö 
and Jacob, one elected, the other reprobated, ſo in the 4 
Church there are found two Sorts of People, good and 


evil, the Evil with Eyau perſecuting the Church. 


E/au was the Elder, yet loſt his Birth- right; Jacob wag | | 


the Younger yet got the Bleſſing. 


Eſau hated his Brother Jacob by threatning his Death, | 
becauſe of his Father's Blefling, the which forced him to HI 
depart, and to ſeek his Fortune in another Country, in Ha- 
ran, with his Uncle Laban, yet the Lord bleſſed Jacob 
for his Patience, ſo that he increaſed in Store exceedingly. ? 

After he returned into his own Country by the Com- 
mand of God, the Lord alſo bleſſed kim with many Chil- ji 


"ll 
—— IM,” 


— 


— 
— * 


— . — 
— . 8 


— _  —_ 
— 


—. 


1 
8 KS 


— . I.” 


— 2 —uU—ñ6— 
"—  I—_ OW — 


=D. 


— 


— 


SD 
— 


. A —— ˖ »—»— . — 


— 


— ——— 


— 
— 


— 5 22 


———— — — —— —— OW. — p — 
. . — +  * WW 


— 


2 
— 8 — 


rennen 
— 2 
— 2 29 2 
— . 
—— 2 


— ——_—— > —— 


N 
117 
will 


| Wl 


» 


' 


Fl 


us) 
Wi, 


IN N NI N 
N W e 


\ 


* 
* 


IAN i / Th 
SAY Mee 


, 014% 


% 


\ 


ew — 
% 
— 


0 1 f 2 RT On 


7 


ms 


— 


P — 
. 


2 


CYSTS 


A t Abraha 


Gen. 


/ W 
— P 


o 


GOT) 


e, 


— 


7. 


Je 


ebecca 


92 


| 


A 
il- 


h 


Ta- | 
cob 
oly. 
om- 


wt © 
— — — 

* 77e... dd ⁊ . e 
« TR 2 8 ? 8 Yad 399 _ 3 


. py > _—_—_ Re ? . Ra 


. 


. . 


U ILL IL 
fill Nett tte testete eeectl ee e = 7 Et NN 


2 


[ * , 
ART | | o 


TE iT 


775 


7 


F0.:'8.. 


5 U 
, 
„„en 1 


„„ 
e 


- 
— 
of} 


Ge 


= 
o 
7 


ra Wie Dreams 
Butler & Bader. Ges. 


LT 
V luc 


hu 


F/01 


HFF 


inte 


28 
e 


- 


mmm 


4 


He 


1 


« 4 LEST 


: wry | 


NUN 


8 


* 


(6% 


2 
js oy 


ITELLLLL] 
ALOUD Om ITT tf ET )y#yſſmy)t*mTſTſſyſ#Tt yyTyſTytttTyTiig enen 


- : * i 


Somme ma 


Of 


— — — — — — —————— Dn c— ——W—_————_—  — —— 
| | 


. —_— _——_—_ —— — * — 2 — 2 2 — — 2 n tet. 8 
- * * 8 # nu . — —— - 8 222 hed — 
— p — — — — — — 4 > — 4 
— —— —— — = W 2 
— — " 
TS 0 B . —— * - — — — — __—_— 


"CENECIS 11 


| dren, for he had twelve Sons, of which 7o/eph was a Fi- 
> gure of Coriſt in being fold by his Biethren, for that 
7 oh prophecy'd by Dreams his Brothers ſhould be his 
Ser vants, and bow unto him. His Viſion ſeemed to pre- 
1 ſage unto him great Advancement, and that he ſhould ob- 
4 tain the Dominion over cheia all. 
* Tyeph was a Type of Chrift divers Ways. As 7o/epl's 
4 Coat beinF of divers Colours was dipped into the Blood 
of Goats; ſo Chrijt being very Ged, taking upon him 
ö the human Nature, and ſprinkled with the Blood of his 
Stripes and Wounds, was alſo made changeable, and of 
2 divers Colours. 
As Jaſeph was ſent by Jacob to ſeek his Brethren, 0 
Cbriſt was ſent by God his Father to ſeek the loſt Sheep 
1 of Iſrael, which according to the Fleſh were his Brethren, 
As the Brethren of Jaſeph were fo great Enemies to 
him, that they could not diſſemble their Hatred towards 
+] him, ſo the Fews the Brethren of Chriſi perſecuted him 
with Taunts and Stripes, yea unto Death, becauſe he pro- 
I feſſed himſelf to be a good Man, and the Son of the ever- 
1 living God. 
It is ſhewed here that Jh. was ſold unto Putibbar i in 
Egypt. yet ſtill the Lord was with him, manifeſting that 
4 the Favour of the Lord is the Fountain of all Proſperity, 
and the Wicked Oy came to be bleſſed * his Com- 
pany. 
Three Things were noted in pb, viz, Charity, 
| > Clemency, and Humility; Charity to his Brethren when 
i they were opprefled with a mighty Famine, for they came 
into Egypt to their Brother unknown for Bread, their 
Brother there being made Ruler over all Egypt, who rev 
lieved them with Corn freely: He pardoned the Wrongs 
khat his Brethren had done unto him. 


4243. TRE Ts 4 


He was humble in not deſpiſing his Father and Bre- 1 


thren, though himſelf were the ſecond Perſon in Egypt, 


and they but poor Shepherds in Canaan, as alſo for ſend- 4 
ing for his Father to be Partaker of his Happineſs, where 
he died, praiſing, bleſling, and rehearſing the gracious Be- 


nefits and Bleſſings of the Almighty. 


Zeſeph proſpered, being in great Fayour in the Court 
of Egypt where Potiphar was, where he reſiſted the Luſts 
of Potiphar's Wife, who grew impudent and outragious 
at it: Upon the falſe Accuſation of this Woman, Foſeph : 
came to be impriſoned, but was after delivered by his in- 


terpreting of the King's Dream, and then advanced. 


Jaſeph committed himſelf and his Innocency to the Pro- 6 
vidence of God, and patiently ſuffered the Puniſhment re- 


lying on his God, 


Feoſeph's Brethren being in Straits came into Egypt to 
buy Corn, and he being in Power relieved them, He ? 
knew them tho? they were ignorant of him ; at firſt he' 
try'd them, and Simeon being, as it were, put in Priſon | 
aud ſecured, the other Brethren were ſent back to fetch 
their Brother Benjamin: and their Aſſſiction cauſed them 
to acknowledge their Faults, which before they had diſ- 4 
ſembled. At laſt he made himſelf known to his Brethren, 


and remitted their Faults. 


Joſeph afterwards went to his Father Jacob, who was J 
of great Years, declaring his Will to Zoſeph before his 
Death, ſo dy'd: praiſing God, and giving a Bleſſing to 2 


his Sons. 


In this Book: is ſet forth firſt the Creation of the World, « 8 : 
alſo the Conſtitution of the Church. We may ſee the 
firſt Man's Happineſs in which he was made, then his Mi- 
ſery into which he fell, then the Propagation of Sin and 


Puniſhment thereof. 
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The Bible is divided into two Parts, uſually ſtiled the 
Od Teſtament and the New. In the Old is contained 
the Law and the Prophets, the Law is ſet down and ex- 
preſſed in the firſt five Books of Moſes, called the Penta- 
teuch, being Geneſis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 
Deuteronomy. The ſecond Part being the Prophets, fol- 
lowed thoſe five Books. 
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p HE Word denotes paſſing or going forth, 
hs which Book doth contain a Narration of the 
ON 


£ People of Iſrael paſſing out of Egypt. 

of When the Houſe of 17ael by God's Com- 
mand was brought into Egypt, they won- 
derfully increaſed even from ſeventy Perſons, (ſuch was 


their Number at their firſt coming) to many hundred 


thouſands, which cauſed King Pharaoh to repine againſt 


them, leaſt they ſhould endanger his Goyernment, laying £ 


heavy Burdens upon them, and after he plotted to murder 
the Male Children, commanding the Midwives at the Hour 
of Birth to deſtroy them. As alſo commanding his own 
Servants to take the Male Children where they found 
them. and to caſt them into the River, but the more they 
were vexed the more they multiplied ; whence may be 
obſerved, that no Affliction or Tyranny can extinguiſh 
the Church of God; we may alſo from the wicked Peo- 
ple's Cruelty take Notice, that the more God bleſſeth his 
Children, the more doth the ungodly envy them. 

But the Malice of Phara9h came miraculouſly to be di- 
verted in cauſing him to brivg up in his own Court the 
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Hebrew Child Meſes, who after proved the Deliverer 
of the Children of 1/7 ael, 

His Mother being fearful of his Deſtruction by reaſon 
of the Rage of the Tyrant, firſt hid him for a ſhort Time, 
after committed him to the. Providence of the Lord, plac- 
ing him in a Baſket made of Reeds, ſetting him by a River 
Side, where King Pharaoh's Daughter walking found 
him, and beholding his Lovelinefs ſo pitied him, that ſhe 
put him to be nurſed up by his own Mother, wherein 
was ſeen God's wonderful Providence, and cauſed him to 
be called Mofes, which fignifieth taken ont of the Water. 

Moſes growing up was after married to the Daughter 
of Jethro, and his Trade of Life was keeping of Sheep; 
and as he was with his Flock, the Lord appeared unto 
him in a fiery Buſh, the Buſh burned but was not con- 
ſumed, manifeſting unto us, that God's Church is not eon- 
ſumed by the Fire of Affliction, becauſe he is in the midſt 
thereof, repreſenting unto us the Church of God which 


Z ſhould ſuffer Perſecution; but never Subyerfion. 


And the Lord appeared to Maſes, to fend him forth to 
be a Deliverer to his People, for he had made a Cove- 
nant before with Abraham and his Seed to be their God. 

The Lord alſo joined Aaron the Prieſt to aſſiſt Moſes, 
by preaching and working of Miracles, whom the People 
of Jfrael received gladly, praifing God in that it plealed 
him to look upon their Fribulations, 

Moſes and Aaron executed their Office faithfully, in 
telling Pharaoh the Lord's Will. For Faith overcometh 
FO and waketh Men to be bold in their Vocations. 

We may take Notice that the firſt Fathers of the 
83 were called Patriarchs, as Adam, Abraham, Laac ; 
and Jacob. | 

2. Afterwards they were called Captains, and were fo 


called, as having the Leading of the /jraelites from out of 
Egypt to the Land of Canaan, and theſe gave Directions 
in Battle, as here is expreſſed of Moſes and Joſbua. 

3. Afterwards they were called Judges, who were ſuch 
as executed the Judgments of the Lord upon the Enemies 
of the Church, adminiſtring of Juſtice among the People, 
ſuch as Ehud, Shamgar, Sampfon, Gideon, Samuel. ; 

4. After ſtiled Kings, who were anointed of God, being # 
placed in Sovereign Rule over the People, ſuch as Saul, 
David, &c. ; 
5. Aﬀter them they were ſtiled Prophets, ſuch as were 
inſpired of the Holy Gho/?, and did foretell of the Base 3 
of Sin, and of the Reward ot Virtue, being the Interpre - 
ters of Divine Myſteries, | 
6. After which were the Evangeliſts, who were the 
Four who wrote the four Goſpels of our Saviour Chriſt, | 
ſo called becauſe their Works contain the glad Tyding off 
Salvation to all that believe in Chriſf. : 

7. After them were the Apoſtles, who were the Twelre 
choſen Diſciples of our Saviour Ze/us Chriſt. Theſe hare 
been the ſeveral Governments in the Church, from the ® 
Creation to Chriſt's Sufferings. | 

Moſes and Aaron were faithful in the Execution of 
their Cflice, commanding Pharaoh to let the People of if 10 
Jſrae! go, but he was puffed up with Pride, conceiting bia; 1 
ſelf to be as great as God, contemning the preaching of 
Maſes, ſaying, who is the Lord that 1 ſhould hear his 
Voice and let ae! go? So Pharaoh plagued the People 
of Jſrael with more heavy Burdens, whereupon the Peo- 

ple cry out upon Moſes and Aaron, as it they were the | 
Cauſe of their Afflictions; wherenpon Mojes and Aaron 
laid it much to Heart: For we may obſer ve, that it is a 

great Grief to God's Ser vants to be acculed of Evil, e- 
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Ex D. 17 


12 by their own Brethren, when they do but as their 


| - requires. They returned to the Lord, ſaying, why 


halt thou aſſlicted this People? Wherefore haſt rhou ſent 
me? For ſince we came to Pharaoh to ſpeak in thy Name 


| Ine hath vexed this People, yet thou haſt not deliver'd 
15 them. 


” God then was pleaſed to renew his Promiſe of Delive- 
trance of the People of /fael, ſaying, now ſhalt thou ſee 
2 what J will do unto Pharaoh, for by a ſtrong Haud ſhall 
hu let them go, Cc. 
3 NMaſes acquainteth the Children of ae! of Cod's Love 
to them, but they believed him not, by reaſon of their 
4 cruel Bondage, and for Anguith of Spirit. We may there 
take Notice how hard a Thing it is to ſhew true Obedi- 
4 ence under the Croſs. 
The Lord required Maſes the ſecond Time to go to 
1 Pharaoh, commanding him to let the Children of V ael 
go, but the Heart of Pharaoh was harden'd that he would 
3 not ſuffer them, wherefore Cd plagued him with ſeveral 
= Plagues, As firſt he turned the Water into Blood, where- 
by Pharaoh and his People had nothing to driak. God 
2 puniſhing them by thoſe Waters, in which they had drown- 
ed the innocent Children of the Hebrews. 
After which he ſent Multitudes of Frogs among them, 
at which Judgment Pharaoh was a little ſmitten, and call- 
ed for Moſes and Aaron, and ſaid, Pray unto the Lord 
that he may take away the Frogs from me and from my 
People, and I will let the People go; but it was his Fear 
i that cauſed him to ſeek to the Servants of God for Deli- 
# 


* we 2 2 2 


verance. Moſes and Aaron did fo, and the Lord was pleaſ- 
ed to hear them, where we may note, that in Things of this 
Life God oftentimes heareth the Prayers of the Juſt for 


18 „ O 3 -S „ 
the Ungodly; for the Frogs dy'd in the Houſes, in they 
Towns, and in the Fields, 1 
Pharach having Reſt forgot his Promiſe, and fill har. | 
den'd his Heart towards the Children of Iſrael, whereupon 
God ſent a third Plague upon him, by turning the Duſt! f 
of the Earth into Lice, fo as they were upon Man and 
Beaſt; he ſent alſo Moſes to let him know, that if thi; 
would not bring him to be obedient to his Command, he 
would much more afflict him with Swarms of Flies; and 
to let him know that it is God's Hands, he was foretold 
by them that theſe Afffictions ſhould not hurt God's Peo. 
ple: For all this he liſtened not to the Lord's Command. 
Jo as he ſent the fourth Plague among them, which 
was great Swarms of Flies: Mojes upon his Requeſt pray. 
ed to Ged this Time for a Deliverance, and the Flie: 
ceaſed, yet Pharaoh harden'd his Heart then alſo, , 
Whereupon the Lord fent another Plague upon him, 
which was the Death of Cattle; yet in all theſe Judgments '? 
God manifeſted his Bleſſing upon the Children of Zfrael, 
that their Cattle periſhed not, whereby was ſeen his hea - | 
vy Judgments againſt his Enemies, and his exceeding | I 
great favour towards his Children. | 4 
For all this Pharaob's Heart was obſtinate, which Guß : 
ed the Lord to fend a fixth Plague upon him, which was 
molt noiſome, even Scabs and Bliſters, yet this would not 
work upon him, which enforced the Lord to ſend the 7 
feventh Plague, even Thunder, Lightning, and Hail, 
whereupon Pharaoh ſent for Mcſes and 4aron aud ſaid un- 
to them, I have now ſinned, the Lord is righteous, but 1 
and my People are wicked, pray unto the Lord for us, 
and I will let you go. ö 
Aaſes now conceiving that Pharaoh had felt enough of N 


God's Judgments, did yield to his Requelt, and the Hail 
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ceaſed, for all this Pharaoh ſinned again, both he and his 
1 Servants ; when they had their Requeſt they were never 
the better. 
MM Then had Pharaoh from the Lord by the Mouth of 
WB M:/es and Aaron another Warning to let the People go, 
4 otherwiſe another Judgment ſhould befall him, yet he 
Iliſten'd not, fo God ſent the eighth Plague, which was 
EMGraſchoppers and Caterpillars, then he ſent for Mz/es 
again, {aying, I have finned againſt the Lord your God 
and againſt you, now forgive me my Sins this once only, 
and pray unto the Lord your God that he may take awy 
from me this Death only; ſo Mes did, and the Lord 
Eliicned to his Prayers, yet for all this Pharaoh forgot 


his Promiſe. 
Then God ſent a ninth Plague, which was Darkness, e- 


ven Darkneſs that might be felt, faith the Word, fo dark 
that no Man ſaw another, the which continued for three 
7 Days; then would he have had Aces to pray for them, 
but he perceiving the Hardneſs of his Heart, to continue 
towards the Children of Mael, deny'd ; wherefore Pha- 
raoh threatned Me/es even with Death, it he ſhould come 
to ſee his Face any more. 

So the Lord threatned one Plague more, which was, 
chat all the firſt born in the Land of Egypt ſhould die, 
from the firſt born of Pharaoh that ſitteth on the Throne 
IF unto the firſt born of his Maid Servant that is at the Mill, 
and all the firſt born of Beaſts: In all which Plagues the 
7 Children of Jrael ſuſfered not, but God had Compaſſion 
on them, and preſerved them, but plagued their Enemies 
in theſe ſundry Ways as aforeſaid. They enraged, and 
4 God's Judgmentincreaſed, his Juſtice was ſeen upon his Ene- 
mies, in puniſhing them for their Obſtinacy ; and his great 
| Mercy mauifeſted in his loving Kindneſs upon his People, 
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in ſparing them at the ſame time when his Plagues were 
ſent forth. 

The Lord after this promiſed his People their Delive- 
rance and Departure, the Night before which the Lord it 
did inſtitute the Sacrament of the Paſſover, which was \ ir 
a Lamb without Blemiſh, The Lamb was the Sign, the , © l b 
Thing ſignify'd was the Angel of the Lord that paſſed o- ; 
ver the Houſes of the //raelites, and {truck the Grit born 
of the Egyptians with ſudden Death. _ 

Herein was typify'd the true paſcal Lamb. Chriſt _ 
Jeſus, by whom all the ele& People of God are deliver'd | 
from the Bondage of Hell, as theſe //aelites were from 
the Bondage of Egypt, upon the Inſtitution of this Paſ— 
ſover. 

The Continuance of God's Favour was manifeſted to 
the People of //rael by guiding them by Night with a f 
Pillar of Fire, and covering them by Day with a Cloud 
as they journeyed out of Foyer. 

Yer ſtill was inveterate Malice ſeen in Pharaoh, ſo great 
that it dy'd not, but with the Ruin of himſelf; for he pre- 
pared a mighty Army to purſue them, ſo great as Zoſephus 
relates, that his Army conſiſted of fifty Thouſand Horſe- 
men and twenty Thoufand Footmen, beſides his Chariors, 
hoping to be revenged on them, and to deitroy them; 
but bimfelf, his Malice, and his Army, all periſhed in 
that Place, where he thought to have given the //-aelites 
the Overthrow, even at the Red Sea. The Waters a- | 
ſtoniſhed much the [/7aetes, that there was Weakneſs of 
Faith in them, notwithſtanding their former great Deli— 
verances, they perceiving the Egyptians at their Heels and 
the Sea before them, began to diſtruſt the Power of the 
Lord, and to fall a murmuring at Maßes, but he encourag-— 
ed them, having a ſtrong Faich in the Lord, knowing 
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"4 chat when Dangers are moſt great then the Lord's help- 
ing Hand 1s ale to ſuccour, for God deli ver'd them 


ive 3 by the Hand of Ages, who divided the Waters, that 


ord. Jrbey paſſed through in Safety; the Feyptians aha and 
in the Migſt of the Sea were overwhelmed; the Lord 

the, 1 by the Waters ſaved his, and by the ſame drowned his 
* Enemic 


Was 


do- 
rn 


briſt 
er'd 
rom 


Paſe © 


Herovpun Alc/es and the Children of rae! ſung Prai- 


> ſk: uuto che Lord, for their great and wonderful Delive- 


| gance, having recover'd the Banks of Arabia. 


Yet for all theſe great and ſignal Mercies and Delive- 


© rances of the Lord ſhewed unto them, they fell to mur— 


” muring againſt him. As at the Waters of Marah, they 
being thirſty and the Waters bitter, yet God upon the 


Prayers of Maſes was pleaſed to make the Waters ſweet 


for them: Then marching into the Wilderneſs they a— 


gain murmured at Aaron {or want of Fleſh, their Bellies 
being pinched, their Fieſh through Fradty murmureth; 
hereupon the Lord ſent them Quails and Manna from 
Heaven. Afterwards on their Journey they fell to mur- 
muring for want of Water, Mos rebuked them, ſaying, 
why contend ye with me? Wherefore do ye tempt the 
Lord? As if heſhould ſay, why do yediftrult God? Why 
look ye not for Succour from him without murmuring ? 
The Lord ſppply'd them in their Wants with Water, that 
it guſhed forth of the Rock. Herein was ſeen God's 
Mercy and Man's Ingratitude, which grew ſo great at 


' laſt in them, that they forgot the Lord's wonderful Be- 


nefits, albeit he had given them the Paſſover to be a Sign 
and a Memorial of the ſame; ſometimes for want of Drink 
or Meat to content their Luſt, and at laſt they offended 
grievouſly by committing Idolatry: And for all theſe {ig- 
nal Favours ſhewed to them they grew diſtruſtful of God, 

C 3 


22 D 


and fell to ſinning againſt him, making to themſelves | 
golden Calf, and worſhipping of it far their God. Ih 
Corruption they learned from the Egyptian, which Ido 
latry cauſe] the Lord to ſcourge them with ſharp Plague; 
and three T houfſind of them were ſlain witn the Sword 
of their own Brethren, that by his Corrections they might 
ſeek to him for Remedy, and earnettly repent them of 
their {inning againſt him, 

Moaſes was gone up into Mount Sinai when this Idola 
try was committed, there to receive the Law, which was 
given in Thunder and Lightning, in which Law is fe 
forth unto us what Duties are required from us, an 
what Sins are forbidden in us. 

So that tie Love of God was ſtill towards them in their 
Preſervation, ſhewed in his Words and Law, both con- 
cerning the Manner of ferving him, and alſo the Form o 
Judgments, and evil Policy, to the End they ſhould not 
have ſer ved him after their own Inventions, The Law 
was given in Thunder and Lightning, and the Mount it- 
ſelf trembled exceedingly, the Lord uſing theſe fearful 
Signs, that ſo his Law might be had in great Reverence, 
and his Majeſty the more feared. In this Law is requir- 
cd chiefly that we {hould love the Lord with all our 
Heart:, and our Neighbours as ourſelves. The Lord 
gave them after this moral and judicial Law, the ceremo- 
nia! Law, that ſo nothing ſhould be leſt ro Man's Inventi- 
on, unto all which the People promiſed Obedience. 

Aſterwards the Lord called Aaron and his Sons unto 
the Prieſthood, ſetting them apart for that holy Func- 
tion. 

The Lord alſo inſtrudted Begalcel and Aholiab in the 
Knowledge of Handicrafts for the furniſhing of the Tem- 
ple of the Lord, iu which Buildings the People were ex- 
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ceeding ſor ward, manifeſting a good Will to ſerve the 
Lord with their temporal Goods, 

For a Deſcription of this Temple for God's Worſhip 
we may read at large in 7e/ephus. 

And as for the ſpiritual Meaning thereof, this terreſtri- 
al Temple was partly a Figure of our Saviour Chriſt, and 
partly of his Church; for when the Son of God ſuffer'd 
the Temple of his holy Body to be deſtroyed, and was 
riſen again from the Dead, then he raiſed up to us the 
Chriſtian Church, which is the true ſpiritual Houle, and 
Temple wherein God dwelleth. 

It was founded on white Marble Stones, denoting CH ist 
the right white Marble Stone, which is without Spot. 

The Gold and precious Stones in the Temple do ſigni- 
fy the Deity of Chriſſi. 

The Cedar, Cyprus and Olive Hd, was neither ſub- 
ject to Putrefaction, nor to be devoured with Worms; ſo the 
Human Nature of Chriſt was ſubject to no Corruption 
nor Putrefaction. | 

It was a Figure of the heayenly Glory, and of the 
everlaſting Life to come, where the Angels and Chery- 
bims being ingraved and pictured, do repreſent the Con; 
gregation of the bleſſed Angels and Saints, 

The two Cherubims placed on the Mercy-Seat, ſignify 
the Old and New Teſtament. 

And as their Wings touched one another, ſo the Old 
and New Teſtament are joined together, the End of the 
one the Beginning of the other, the one continued to the 
End of the firſt World, the other ſhali continue to the 
End of the ſecond. And both had relation to Chr:/, to 
whom the Miniſtry of God was committed. | 

The golden Door of the Temple doth fer forth Chri/? 

| C 4 
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to be the Door of Life, by which we muſt enter into E- 
ternal Happineſs 


The Veil of the Temple ſignified the Son of God, Je- 
ſus Chriſt, hanging upon the Altar of the Croſs, as che 


true Veil that is put between God and us, ſhadowing with | 


his Wounds and precious Blood the Multitude of our 


Offences, that ſo we may be made acceptable to his 
Father. 


'The Ark of the Covenant reproſyin s as well our 82 
viour Chr:i/}, as the Hearts of the Faithful. 


The Tables of the Law move us to mutual Love and 


to new Obcdience, 
The Myſtery of the golden Altar compaiſei about 


with a Crown of Gold, repreſents the Unity of the Hu- 


manity and Deity of our Saviour, 

I be Myſtery of the golden Candleſtick ſigniſieth Chrz/?, 
and the Miniſters of the Church: Chri/? the Foundation; 
the Teachers are the Branches, by whom Chr:/! inlighten- 


eth his Church with the ſound and incorruptible Doc» | 
And as all the Branches were u- 


trine of the Goſpel. 
nited into the Body of the Candleſtick, ſo every Miniſter 
and faithful Child of God ought to be united into the 
Body of Chriſt without Diſſention or Separation. 


The Lights and Lamps do admoniſh all godly Miniſters 


to a diligent Care, leſt the Light of God's Divine Word 


ſhould be diminiſhed or aboliſhed, and nor be purged and 
preſerved, 


The golden Table whereon the Shew-Bread ſtaod, 


ſignifies the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 

The Bread that's ſet before us is Chr:i/?, that Bread 
which deſcended down from Heaven, and is my ſtically of- 
fer'd unto us in the Sacrament. of the Lord's Supper. 


The Myſtery of Oblation and Sacriſices of the Old 


—_ —— 


Teſtament were Types and Figures of our Saviour; that 
as they were ſlain for the Performance of the ceremonial 
Law, ſo Chri/t, for the Salvation of Man, was ſlain, and 
made a Free-will Offering, by whoſe Blood and Mediati- 


on the Sins of Man are e and he made capable 


of Eternal Lite. 


The half Shekel that was to be given by the People | | 


that paſſed in, was one Shilling and three Pence. 

A Talent of fine Gold is four J houſand five Hundred 
Pounds. 

The Hundred Talen ts of Silver to caſt the Sockets of 
the Sanctuary was three Hundrad ſeventy five Pounds a 
Socket, in all reckon'd thirty ſeven Thouſand five Hun- 
dred Pounds. 

The twenty fix Talents mentioned, and the three Hun- 
dred and {ſeventy Shekels, was in the whole valued at 
130,596 J. 59. 

Ihe Shekel is reckoned to be two Shillings Sixpence, 
Ten Shekels is reckoned twenty five Shillings after the 
Weight of the Temple. 

An Omer, with us is reckoned a Quart and Gallon. 

Where it is ſaid in Chapter the 29th you fhall preſent 
upon the Altar two Lambs. &c to each Lamb a Tenth 


Parc of an Epha, being five Quarts and half a Pint, with 


the fourth Part of an Hin, that is four Pints. 

But concerning Coins that may be met with in Scrip- 
ture, take this Rule : If you have any Number of Drach- 
mas, divide them by eight, and the Production will be 
Singh Crowns, according to Budeus. 

an hundred Drachmas make a Mina, which is about 
twelve Crowns or three Pounds Sterling. 

The Mina N by twelve, the ProduQtion is 
Crowns, or a Mina of the Temple, 
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One hundred twenty five Minas makes a Talent, fo 
that multiply 125 by twelve, and the Production will e 
1500 Crowns, which make a Talent. 

The Talent multiplied by twelve the Production is 
Crowns, for 125 Minas being multiplied by twelve Þ 
makes 1500 Eng(i/b Crowns which is a Talent, and 3000 
_ Crowns is two Talents. ; 

Obſerve this, that if you chance to read of any Talent 
Mina or Shekel in the Scripture, whereto there is not au 
Addition of the King's Talent, or the Talent of the Tem- 
ple, you may then preſume that it is the common Ta. 
lent, 


7.2 — — — 
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PS N this Book is ſer down the Duty of the Te: 
vites, and therefore it is fo called Leviticus, 
Their chiefeſt Duty was to ſacrifice either 
Things of Life, as Bulls, Lambs, c. or with- 
our Life, as Oil, Flour, &c. | 
Theſe Sacrifices were by the Prieſts offered up in the 
| Temple as the Lord had declared, giving them Inſt ructi- 
ons therein. | 
For the Lord being mindful of his bleſs'd People, would 
not that they ſhould have any Occaſion to truſt either in 
themſelves or others for lack of temporal or ſpiritual 
Things, wherefore he inſtituted divers Kinds of Oblati- 
ons and Sacrifices, which was the chief uy of the Le- 
vites. 
Which Sacrifices were to aſſure the People (if they were 
offered in true Faith and Obedience) of the Forgiveneſs 
of their Iniquities. 


The Lord commanded Myjes to ſpeak unto the Chil- 
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dren of Jrael, and to direct them how to offer their Sacry 


fices up unto him, as in the firſt Chapter. 
Theſe Sacrifices were to be miniſtered in the Temple, 
and they were Types and Figures of our Saviour Ze/u; 


Cbriſt, that as they were ſlain and offered for the Perfor. 
mance of the cereinonial Law, even ſo was Chri/t lain and | 


offer d up upon the Croſs for the Salvation of Man. 


There was a Command given that the Hraelites ſhould | 
not eat of the Fat nor Blood, by eating Fat was fignited Þ 


to be Carnal, and by cating Blood denoted Cruelty. 


The Hfraelite and the Chriſtian Sacrifice do well agree; 
for as theirs was waſhed with Water, ſo ours ſhould be 
waſhed with the Tears of Repentance ; as theirs was to 


be ſeaſoned with Salt, ſo ours is to be ſeaſoned with the 
Truth of a good Conſcience ; as theirs was to be without 
Blot or Blemiſk, ſo ours ſhould be without Hypocriſy of 
Heart; and that by theſe Sacrifices and Ceremonies is 
ſhewed, that without the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt who was 


the innocent Lamb, there can be no Forgiveneſs. 
And to declare the Lord's Juſtice and Vengeance 2. 


gainſt thoſe that went on according to their own Inven- 
tions, he ſent Fire from Heaven upon Nadab and Abibu, 
which conſumed them, to ſnhew that he will be ſerved and 
worſhipped according as he hath appointed; for they 
broke the Rule that the Lord was pleaſed to preſcribe, 
by offering with ſtrange Fire, who were therefore pu; 
mild by Fire from Heaven. 

'The Lord alſo preſcribeth in this Book, "cal and ce: 
remonial Laws; what they ſhould do, what Beaſts they 
ſhould offer and cat, what Diſeaſes were to be avoided, 
what Order they ſhould rake for all Manner of Filthineſs, 
to cleanſe and purge it; aud moral Laws preſcribed ſuch 
as do concern Uprightneſs and Integrity of Life, as a 


LEVITICUS 19 
full ſet down in the Nineteenth Chapter, wherein is a 
Repetition of ſundry Laws and Ordinances, as to fear the 
Lord and obſerve his Sabbaths, to honour our Parents, 
to ſerve the Lord as he hath preſcribed, and that freely 
and not by Compullion ; to remember the Poor in Times 


of Plenty, when we reap the Labour of our Profits, not 

to take the Gleanings from the Poor, not to ſteal, deal 
|] falſly, or to lie, not to curſe the deaf, nor to lay a ſtumb- 
c 


ling Block before the blind. 

Not to wrong the Poor, nor to regard the Perſon of 
the Mighty in executing of Judgment. Not to be Slan- 
derers, Backbiters, or Quarrel-pickers by telling Tales. 
Alſo all Smoothing, Diſſembling, and Hypocrify is for- 

bidden in this Chapter. As alſo not to uſe Revenge, but 

to deal as we would be done 22 Not to uſe falſe Win 
or falſe Meaſures. 

Not to offer our Children to Moloch, that is, any Kind 
vas WW of Idol. This fame Moloch was an Idol of the Ammonites. 
The Lord promiſeth his Favour and Bleſſing to ſuch 
as keep his Laws, but threateneth his Curſe upon ſuch as 
tranſgreſs. 


a 1 be Bleſſings were Peace, Plenty, Abundance of earth- 
ig ly Things, Victory over their Enemies, Fruitfulneſs, the 
% Increaſe of the Womb: But on the other fide if we tranſ- 
De, 


greſs, he will ſend upon us Fearfulneſs, Conſumption, the 
Pur burning Ague, Deſtruction upon us by the Enemy, Scar- 
city, Famine, Servitude, Sickneſs, c. as we may read in 


WE the ſame Chapter. 

: f As there can be neither Foundation, Building, nor Con- 
55 tinuance of any Common-Wealth without the Rule, Le- 
el, 


3 rel, and Square of Laws, ſo it pleaſed God to give there- 
by unto Maſes the Means to govern that Multitude which 
he conducted, to make them victorious in their Paſſage, 
and the better to eſtabliſh them, 


w arten 

The Divine written Law may be reduced into theſe 
Parts. 1ſt, The Dignity and Worth of the Law. 2d 
The Majeſty of the Law-giver. 3d. The Property and 
Peculiarity of the People receiving it. 4th. The Efficacy 
and Power thereof. 5th. The Differences and Agreement iſ 
of the Old and New Teſtament. 6th. The End and Uſe 
of the Law. th The Underſtanding of the Law. 8th, 


'The Durance and Continuance thereof, 
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$292 F3 O called Numbers, becauſe of the Diverſity 
Þ he 27 and Multitude of Numberings which in this 
7 Bock are chiefly contained, for in this Book 
are the Children of Jrael number'd, for a 
[euiiction towards the Building of the "Tabernacle. 
| Moſes and Aaron with the twelve Princes of the Tribes 
Pf [/rael were commanded by the Lord to number the 
People that were fit to go to War: But the Levites were 
Kiempied, being ſer a- part for the Ser vice of God, for 
che Uſe of the Tabernacle. They were alſo number'd 


<A 
722 


Ioeades the Collection for the Temple) for a Diviſion of 


the Land of Cangan among the twelve Tribes. 
Ibis Land being conquered by 72/hua was poſſeſſed 
by the Iyaelites, and divided into three Provinces, Cali- 
ee, Samaria, and Jury, wherein we may ſee the Order and 
Government, which ought to be in every Commonwealth, 
j The Lord did not ftraitway bring the People of Mael, 
iter their Departure out of Egypt, into the promiſed 
4 ad of Cargan, but led them to and fro for the Space 
i i torty Years, to try their Faith, becauſe they ſhould 
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32 NUMBERS. 
learn not to put their Truſt in worldly Things, but tiff 


rely and depend. on the Lord. 
Which Tryal did diſcern who were Hypocrites i in God! 


Service, and who were not; for many uſed Religion on- * 
ly to ſerve their Turn,. and when they lacked any Thin 4 
they murmured, and deſpiſed thoſe wliom the Lord half ” 
appointed over them, by Reaſon whereof they provoke 8 
God's heavy Judgment upon them, for the Lord conſun-M © 
ed with Fire the utmoſt Part of the Hoſt. | W 
Aaron and Miriam alſo murmur and grumble again! y 
Maſes, tor which Miriam was ſtricken with a Leproſy, 
but by the Prayer of Maſes ſhe was healed. = 
After which Moſes ſent certain Men (who were Ruler M 
over the People) to ſearch and ſpy out the Land promi. 0 
ſed, who went according to Command, and returned, cer. ſe 
tifying Moſes that it was a rich and plentiful Country, 
that it flowed with Milk and Honey, Grapes, Pomegrs- = 
' bates, and Figs; yet, ſaid they, the People be ſtrong that 1 
dwell therein, and mighty. This Relation cauſed the Peo- bs 


ple of //-ael to fear, and alſo to murmur, and to diſtrult G 
the Lord's Promiſe, yet Caleb and Jeſbua encouraged the 
People. 

Caleb ſigniſies an hearty Man, or a Man after God! 
own Heart, one that loves his Neighbour with all bi} p. 
Heart, taking his Name from an hearty and ſingular Ak 2 
fection, whereby he forgiveth his Neighbours. | fo, 
For the typical Signification of his Name, as this Ma g. 
won Hebron in the 2gth Year of his Age, aud put ol +. 


Death the three Sons of Anal, terrible Giants; ſo Chili 5, 
the Son of God conquered Hell, and thoſe three might me 
Giant? incident unto it, the Sons of Satan, Sin, the World 107 


and *Death. | X. 
Jeſbua ſignifies Saviour or Defender, and did typically 


(0 
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fepreſent our Saviour Chri/, that as this Zoſhua brought 
the Children of 7/ae/ through Fordan into the Land of 
Canaan, ſo Jeſus Chriſt, the true Zo/hua and Saviour of 
the Worid, through that Zordan of Baptiſm, bringeth us 
into that Place of Promiſe, eternal Lite. 

The Multitude were much enraged againſt theſe two 
Servants of God, inſomuch, that they would have ſtoned 
them. The Lord at this was highly difpleaſed and pro- 
voked, ſaying, How long will this People provoke m2? How 
lang wwill it be, e er they believe me © 

For all the Signs that I have ſhewet among? them, I 
will ſmite them with the Peſtilence and e them. 


But compaſſionate Maſes earneſtly entreated the Lord 


for them, and pacified the Lord by Prayer: we may ob- 


ſerve, how that the Prayers of the Faithful wiil avail 


much. 

After this the People would enter into the promiſed 
Land contrary to the Way and Will that the Lord had 
promiſed. They would go up without the Command of 
God, wherefore they were ſinitten by their Enemies the 
Amalebites and the Canaanites, 

'Then Korab, Dat han and Abiram, with their Accom— 
plices, rebelled againſt Moſes, uſurping upon them the 
Prieſt's Office, ſaying, ye take too much vpou you, ſeeing 


all the Congregation is holy every one of them, where- 


fore then lift ye up yourſelves above the Congregation of 
the Lord ? meaning (as now a Days) all are alike holy, 
therefore none ought to be preferred above others, rea- 


ſoning againſt God's Ordinance; but behold their Punith- 


ment, the Earth open'd that was under them and ſwal- 
lowed them up with their Families, and all that were with 
Korah. 


8s ſtrangely aid the Lord puniſh them that 5 periſh- 
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ed; here we are warned that none do preſume above their 
Vocation, The next Day the People fall to murmuring | 


again againſt Maſes, wherefore the Lord ſmote them with 
a noifome Peſtilence, inſomuch, that there died of that 


Plague fourteen Thouſand and ſeven Hundred, beſides — 
thoſe that died in the Conſpiracy of Korah. ing 

Afterwards the Lord did convict their Rebellion, by ant 
proving the Houſe of Levi, which was only choſen for ver 


the Prieſt hood, even by a Miracle, which was Aarons but 
Rod, amongſt the twelve, that was put into the Taber- Jh 
racle for the twelve Tribes of Hrael, which did bud and fee. 
bloflom, and bear Fruit, to declare that the Lord did chuſe ¶ tem 
the Houſe of Levi to ſerve him in the Tabernacle, and 
to be fruitful in their Places. the 
Aaron's Rod flouriſhing with Bloſſoms, ſignifies the De- him 
light and Sweetneſs of the Goſpel, and the Glory of our Ba- 
High Prieſt, Zeſus Chriſt, of whom Aaron was a Type. ing 
The People alſo fell to murmuring another time againſt ¶ ger 
the Lord for lack of Water, and Moſes and Aaron pray- WW pon 
et to the Lord, and he ſent Water forth of the Rock, Lor 
- that they and their Cattle might drink; the Lord fought WM ing 
to win them unto him by his Bleſſings multiplied upon him. 
chem, and to cauſe them to rely upon him in the times of Lor 
their Diſtreſs, | now 
After which the Lord gave them great Victories, eren wou 
over nine ſeveral Princes, viz. over Aram, King of the in h. 
South Canaanites, over Og, King of Baſban, over Sibon, 
King of the Amorites, over Balak, the King of Moab, | 
and over Evi, Retem, Zur, Hur, and Reba Kings of Mi. 
dian. 
Balak ſendeth for Balaam to curſe tha People of /ael, 
but behold God's Care over them, for he ſaid unto Ba- 
laam, do not curſe the People, for they are blefſed, God 
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admoniſhing him hereby not to condeſcend to the King's 
wicked Requeſt; yet Balak ſpared not to entice Palaam 
to do that wicked AR, ſaying, I will promote thee unto 
great Honour, and do whatſoever thou ſayeſt unto me, 
come therefore, I pray thee, curſe me this People: Seek- 
ing hereby to further his wicked Enterprize, but Balaam 
anſwer'd, if Balak would give me his Houſe full of Sil- 
ver and Gold I cannot go beyond the Word of the Lord, 
but now I pray you tarry here this Night that I may know 
what the Lord will ſay unto me more herein, ſo that he 
ſeemed to be moved with Covetouſneſs, and becaute he 
tempted God to enquire of him contrary to his Will and 
Command, he was met with ; for as he rode upon his Afs 
the Angel of the Lord ſtood in the Way to be agaiuſt 
him; the Aſs ſeeing the Lord, turned out of ihe Way, 
Balaam ſmote his Aſs to turn her in again, the Als ſee- 
ing the Angel, lay down and ſpoke, ſaying unto her Ma- 
t ſter, why haſt thou ſmitten me? (for the Lord who is all 
'* Wl powerful had given the Aſs Power to ſpeak) Then the 
„Lord open'd the Eyes of Balaam that he ſaw him ſtand- 
it Wing in the Way with his Sword drawn, then he bowed 
n himſelf, and fell flat on his Face; but the Angel of the 
of Lord rebuked him for the Corruption of his Heart. and 
now he acknowledg'd his Fault, and proteſted that he 
n would ſpeak nothing but that which the Lord ſhonld put 
1C Win his Mouth; fo inſtead of curſing he bleſs'd the People 
1, of Iſrael. 
% After this Balaam propheſied of the great Proſperity 
chat ſhould befall the Children of Hrael, he alſo prophe- 
ſied of the Coming of Chriſt. There ſhall come a Star 
out of Jacob, and a Scepter out of 7/rael. &c. 
- Let for all theſe Mercies, the People fell to ſinning by 
D 2 


committing Fornication with the Daughters of Moab, 
which cauſed God to ſend a Plague amongſt them. 


Now the Lord commanded Mo/es to number the Chil- | 


dren of Jfrael in the Plain of Moab, (as they came near 
to the promiſed Land} all from twenty Years old and up- 
wards, which Number appeared to be fix hundred and 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and thirty. 

The Lord to avoid all Controverſies that might ariſe 
among the People, taketh away all the Occaſions, and di- 
vided among all the Tribes both the Land which they 


had won, and that alſo WI he had promifed to give 
them. 


But firſt the Land of Promiſe was ſhewed unto Mz 7s, ; 
and he prayed to the Lord for a Ruler over the People, | 


ſuch a one that might do his Duty aright, whereupon 


the Lord appointed 70%, the Son of Nun, to be their 


Governor. They had not Poſſeſſion of the promiſcd | 


Land in 77ces*s Days, but in the Days of Joſhua, 


Thus the Lord was pleaſed even for the Space of for- 


ty Years to detain the People of 1fraet from the promi- | 

ſed Land to try their Faith, as alſo by fitting them ſome: | 

times by Croſles, ſometimes with Bleſſings, that in the End 
they might appear Heirs of ſo bleſſed an Inheritance. 


God had determined to give the Land of Canaan, o 


the People whom he had choſen in his Preſence, ſhew-f 
ing the greatneſs of his Mercy towards ſuch as follonſ 
him, to whom he gives Lands and Heritages, And on 
the other fide to ſhew his Anger againſt Sinners by the 
Puniſhment he ſhewed to the Chaldeans, 
The fix Hundred and odd I houfand which came outÞ 


| 


of Egypt, (Moſes, Fuſbua, and Caleb excepted) died in the} 


Wilderneſs, fo that the ſtub born and careleſs Generation 
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were worn out, and the promiſed Land beitowed on their 
Children, which were increaſed to Goo, ooo and upwards. 

Beſides the double Fault both of refuſing to enter the 
Land upon the Return of the Diſcoverers, and the Pre- 
ſumption then to attempt it when they were countermand- 
ed, they had committed that horrible Idolatry of wor- 
ſhipping Moloc h, and the Hoſt of Heaven. 

Feartul was the Event of that Mutiny of Korah, Da- 
than, and Abiram, no, for their Contempt of God and 
his Miniſters, were ſome of them ſwallow'd up alive, and 
by the Earth opening her Mouth devoured : others, even 
two hundred and fifty, which offered Incenſe with Norah. 
were conſumed with Fire from Heaven, and fourteen 
thouſand ſeven hundred of their Party which murmured 
againſt Moſes ſtricken dead with a ſudden Peſtilence, one 
of the grexell Marvels and Judgments of the Lord that 
was ſhewed in all the time of the Government of Moſes, 
a Warning to thoſe who would have uſurped Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Authority, 

It is to be obſerved how the People murmured againſt 
Maſes, neither the Puniſhments by Fire from Heaven, nor 


the deyouring by the Earth ſwallowing up many, nor the 


fear ful Peſtilence, nor the Love or Wrath of God could 
prevail with this People, but they repent ſtill and then 
repented of their changed Eſtates, caſting ungratetully on 
Moſes all their Miſadventures, though they were in Sight 


of the Land promiſed, yet they truſted not God's Promi- 


ſes but ſlighted his Judgments; yet God's Mercies were 
without End ſhewed them. 


The Lord perceiving alſo a kind of Diffidence at laſt 


in Moſes and Aaron, permitted neither of them to enter 


the Land promiſed. 
D 3 


PONENTS 


575 8 6 4% 6 8 7 


. 


FFF 50 / 


DEUTERONOMY. 


' $&k&F%%Y$ N this Book of Deuteronomy is contained a- 


*f oF nother Repetition of the Law, becauſe moſt 

8 I of them were dead to whom the Law was I fat 

Schoof GD d fir ſt given. The Book is a Commentary we 

on the ten Commandments. The Word ſignifieth a ſecond fri 

Law, fo called Deuteronomy, becauſe the Law which God Pe 
gave in Mount Sinai is here repeated, as though i it were an 
ö a new Law. 2 
ö In this Book is the wonderful Love of God ſet forth ty 

towards his Church; for albeit through their Ingratitude W 


and ſundry Rebellions againſt the Lord for the Space of 

forty Fears, they had deſerved to be cut off from the pl 

Number of his People, and for ever to have been depri- H 

ved of the uſe of his holy Word and Sacraments; yet he Si 
did ever preferve his Church for the calling upon his be 
Name, wherefore he bringeth them into the Land of Ca- 

naan, deſtroyed their Enemies, giveth them their Country, Mt tl; 

'T owns and Goods, and eshorteth them by the Example 

of their Fathers, (whole Infidelity, Idolatry, Murmuring 12 

and Rebellion he had moſt ſharply puniſhed) to fear and f. 

obey the Lord, to embrace and keep his Law, th 
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In this Book they were to obſerve two Things, firſt 
not to add to it, nor take from it, ſecondly, not only to 
learn it, but to teach it alſo to their Poſterity, and to prac- 
tile it. 

Herein alſo are Threatnings againſt ſuch as forſake the 
Law of God, which Law is by Ales be une unto the 
People. 

Amongſt other Favours there is one extraordinary one 
in this Book mention'd, that the Lord ſhewed to the Chil- 
dren of //rael, that in he forty Years Space the Gar- 
ments of them never waxed old, ſo that by his Power and 


F Provideace he would be THOR to be their God, and they 


his People. 

By his Ward he would govern his Church, and by the 
ſame they ſhould learn to obey him; by his Word he 
would diſcern the falſe Prophets from the true, Light 
from Darkneſs, Knowledge from Ignorance, and his own 
People from all others, teaching them thereby to refuſe, 


and to deteſt, yea to deſtroy and aboliſh whatſoever is not 


agreeable to his holy Will; to ſerve God in the Sinceri— 
ty of their Hearts, and that it is not enough to hear the 
Word, but to expreſs it by a good Example of Life. 
Maſes had a Care of his Duty, and admoniſhed the Peo- 
ple of Unthankfulneſs, to cait away the Pride of their 
Hearts, and putteth them in Remembrance of their former 
Sins, and proveth that by the Length of Time their Re- 
bellion was great and intolerable. | 
They were alſo counſelled, when they were once ſet- 
tled in Canaan. to beware of Uathankfulneſs, lack of Cha- 
rity, and Preſumption ; for they were apt to enjoy the 
Fruits of the Earth, and not praiſe the Lord for them. 


For to receive the Benefits of the Lord and not to be 


thankful, is to contemn God in them, 
D 4 
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'They were apt to give Glory to themſelves, and not to 


the free Mercy of the Lord, they were forewarned of Un. | 
charitableneſs, in having Abundance not to ſhut up their 


Hands againſt the Poverty of their Brethren, 


Many Vices are here allo forbidden, and many good ; 


Exhortations and Inſtructions, as not to be cruel even to 


brute Beaſts, not to be double hearted, nor to halt between 
two Opinions, figured unto us by the Garments of Linſy | 


Woolſey, not to bear falſe Witneſs, G Taught alſo not 
to retain the Wages of the Hired, and not to take any 
Thing whereby another getteth his Living to pledge or 
pawn. Several Promiſes in this Book are fet down, to 
thoſe who obey the Commandments; and Threatnings 
denouuced to ſuch as diſobey. To every State and De- 
grce is appointed his Duty and Charge, as well how to 
live in the Fear of God, as to nouriſh SIRI towards 
our Neighbours, 

Here in this Book is treated alſo of Offerings and 82. 
crifices, of the Prieſts Due, and the Levites Portion. Se— 
veral other Precepts and Directions for the whole Courſe 
of Man's Life, are in this Book ſet forth unto us. 

Moſes being well ſtricken in Years. prepareth himſelf 
to die, and delvereth the Law to the Prietis, requiring 
them to read it to the People; he alſo foretelleth the Peo- 
ple of their Rebellion after his Death. 

We may obſerve alſo in this Book, tha at Maſes never 
enter'd into the Land of Canaan, only he had a Sight of 
it, which was by God's Command to go up to the Moun- 
tain of .4barim. which is in the Land of Moab, that is 


over againſt Zericho, there to behold the Land of Canaan. 
Thus having a Sight of it he departed this Lite, and the 
Reaſon of this was his Sin of Diltruft of the Lord's Pow- 
er, which he alſo with the Childien of ae committed 
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lat the Waters of Meribah. But before his Death he bleſ- 
ſed all the Tribes of //rael, declaring to them that there 


ss no God like unto their God, nor any People like unto 


bis People. 
In whoſe Life we may take Notice of his Boldneſs in 


his Office, who feared not to ſpeak the Truth to great 
Men, of his Zeal in the Lord's Caule for the repreſſiug of 
Vice, and of his Faith in his End. Fe was one hundred 
and twenty Years old when he died; yet, ſays the Text, 
his Eves were not dim, nor his natural Force abated. 
IL is ſtoried, that when the Lord eſtabliſhed a Govern- 
; ment in the Land oi the Egyptians, he gave them not 
Kings at firſt ro govern, but Dukes to defend them, as 
this Miiſes was, and Gideon, Fephtha, and Samfſon. And 
a this Manner of Government amongſt the Hebrews did con- 
tiaue until the Days of Eli the High Prieit, under whoſe 
Government. the HHaeclites required a King to govern 
them. 

Theſe five firſt Books contained the Law. After theſe 
the Prophets, which comprehended three Kinds of Wri— 
tings. 

1. Firſt Hiſtorical, as principally from Zo/hua to Job, 
| Which are called the inferior Prophets. | 
2. Contain Doctrine, as principally from 7ob to 7/aiah, 

called the Hagiographa. 
3. Contains Prophecy, as eſpecially from Juiah to ha 

End of Malac bi, called the poſterior Prophets. 

The Law in theſe five Books of Moſes do treat chiefly, 
| as may be ſeen, of the Original and State of the Church 
in the Beginning. 

Then of the Publication of the Law, which was given 
either generally as the Laws Eccleſiaſtical and Political 
together, as in Exodus, or ſpecially and apart, and fo the 
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Laws Eccleſiaſtical are given in Leviticus, And the Lan 
Political are given in Numbers. 
And the Repetition of the Law is ſet down in Der | 1 
teronomy. f 
No the Prophets that were hiſtorical do treat of the 
Jews and their Church, as of their Coming into Cangun, 
and in the enſuing Book of Foſbua. h 
Or of their Condition after they were poſſeſſed of tha 
Land for their Inheritance, till the Captivity. 
Then is treated of the Church under Judges, as in the 
Books of Judges and Ruth. a 
Then under Kings, as in Samuel, Kings, and Chr. 
nicles. . 
After the Captivity is treated, 1ſt, of Things done, 2 . 
in Judea, ſet forth in the Books of Efdras and Nehemiat, 
as alſo in Babylen, and fo in E/ther. 
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* 2220S ES being dead, Joſbua, by the Appoint - 
* ment of the Lord, ſucceeded him in the Rule 
1 and Government of the People of {/rael, for 
75573 the Holy Ghoſt promiled, by the Mouth of 
Maſes, that a Prophet ſhould be raiſed up unto the People 
Illke unto him, as in Deut. 18. 15. 
| Toſhua was endued of the Lord with Faith, Wiſdom, 
and Courage, fuch as all good Goyernors ought to have. 
And becauſe that he might be confirmed in his Vocation, 
and that the People alſo might have no Occaſion to mur- 
mur and repine, as though he were not appointed of God, 
he was adorned with theſe moſt excellent Gifts and Gracey 
from aboye, both to govern the People with Counſel, and 
to defend them with Strength. 


Jaſbua's Charge was to keep the Law of God and to 


bring the People of //rael out of the Wilderneſs into the 
Land of Canaan, and like a valiant Captain he went on with 


Courage in leading on the People, to the daunting of their 
Enemies the Canaanites. 


The People of Jfrael were confirmed by the Miracles 
which 7o/bya wrought that the Lord was with him, for he 


- 
"ho 
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divided the Waters of Jordan, ſo that the whole Ha 
paſſed over dry ſhod, and leads the People on to Jerich 
which he beſieged. 

And at the Sound of the Trumpet, the Walls fell don! 
and within a ſhort Space took the City and burned it, ali 
laid a Curſe upon him that ſhould raiſe up or build 1 
gain; for the City was eſteemed, with all that was there 
as things execrable and accurſed, only Silver and Gol 4 


vas reſer ved, and the Veſſels of Braſs and Iron, which wi gainf 
to be ſet apart, and conſecrated to the Lord's Uſe, the MW hang 
were firſt to be molten, and ſo to ſerve for the Taber ther! 
nacle. craft 


But in the taking of this City the Lord was angry wü Amt 
\ Ac han, for a Theft committed by him, and alſo with Rag 
People of Vrael; for, faith the Lord to 7e/bua, Iſrael hau of t 
ſinned and have tranſgreſſed my Covenant, for they bar 
even taken of the excommunicated Things, and have {ts ÞW Lyi 
len and diſſembled, and have put it even with their om Go 
Stuff. 
Achan kept a Babyloiſh Garment, two as red Shekel be 
of Silver, and a Wedge of Gold of fifty Shekels Weigd wit 
to ſerve for his own private Uſe. | 

This cauſed their good Succeſs to be turned into bad, fuc 

for the Lord was angry with them, ſo that they fled be. 
fore the Men of , and the Men of Ai ſmote of then Ki 
thirty and fix Men, and cauſed them to tremble that their M ch 
: carts melted like Water. God would by this Affliction th 
cauſe them to be more earneſt to ſearch out and puniſh 


W 
the Sin committed. Jeſhua was much perplexed hereat, tl 
and beſought the Lord, who anſwered and commanded f. 

him to ſanctify the People, for there is an execrable Thing F 


amongſt you, O /ſrael, ye cannot ſtand before your Ene: t 
mies until ye have put the execrable Thing from among 
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ou. Therefore they were required to deſtroy the wick - 


g Ed Man Achan, that had committed the Fact; ſo did 7o/bua 


ake Achan, faying, in as much as thou halt troubled us, 


1 he Lord ſhall trouble thee this Day. And all Yael 
Whrew Stones at him, his Sons alſo and his Daughters ſuf- 
u kered for his Fact, and all he had. After which they 
avere ſucceſsful againſt 4, for 7o/bua drew up his Men a- 
gaiuſt ir, and took it, with their King alſo, whom they 
E hanged on a Tree. Then divers Kings conſpired toge- 
ether and waged War againſt 7o/bua, the Gibeonites wrought 
; craftily with 7o/bua by Diſfimulation, feigning themfelves 
& Ambaſſadors coming from a far Country in old Shoes and 
Rags, deſiring a League with Jaſbua, becauſe of the Fame 


of the Lord in the Works which he had done for his Peo- 


ple; thus uſed they (as the Wicked always do) Art and 
| Lying to ſet forth their Policy to deceive the People of 


God; ſo Joſhua accepted of their Tale, and made a League 
with them, but ſoon after 7o/bua knew them. yet ſuffered 
he them to live becauſe of his League and Promiſe made 
with them, bur he condemned them for ever to be Drud- 
ges to the I aelites, to draw Water, hew Wood, and to do 
ſuch other like Servitude. 

The King of the Amorites, the King of Jeruſalem, the 
King of Heborn, the King of Farmath, the King of La- 
chi/h, and the King of Eglon, all gathered themſelves toge- 
ther, and beſieged Gibeon; (ſo envious are the Wicked 
when any depart from them) but 7o/bua went up againſt 
them, for the Lord had promiſed bim Victory over them, 
fo he diſcomfited them, and as they fled the Lord rained 
Hail-Stones from Heaven upon them, ſo that more dy'd 
hereof than periſhed by the Children of Mael. 

We ſee how the Lord can execute his Vengeance upon 
the Wicked, that they cannot eſcape his Fury. 
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The Sun allo at Je/bua's Prayer ſtood till, and il 
Moon alſo haſted not to go down for a whole Day, hel 
Lord hereby manifeſting his Omnipotency, and much «| 


couraged the People of Hrael, and thereby daunred their 


Enemies Hearts. Theſe five Kings hid themſelves toi 
fear in a Cave, whom joeſbua cauſed to be brought forth, Þ 
and required the Officers at ar to ſet their Feet upafi 


their Necks, ſaying unto them, fear not, nor be faint: 


hearted, but be ſtrong and of good Courage, for thu; 


will the Lord do to all your Enemies againſt whom you 
Gght ; ſo they were ſlain, and hanged upon five Trees. 
There were divers other Kings and Countries by 70 
overcome, as Libnah and the King thereof, Jabin King of 
Hazor, the King of Shimron, the King of Achſhaph, and 
ſeveral others, ſo powertul was he that there are reckon- 


ed up One and thirty Kings that Joſhuᷣ and the Children 
of /rael killed on both the Sides of Jordan, ſignifying by 


ſuch Slaughter, that the Wicked muſt be quite rooted out, 
where the Lord wiil be worſhipped. 

Thus the Lord by his Power cauſed 7o/bua and the 
People of 1ſrael! to overcome all Difficulties, and at laſt 
brought them into the promiſed Land of Canaan, the 
which according to God's Ordinance, 7eſbua divided a+ 
mong the People, and appointed their Borders, 

It was divided into three Provinces, Galilee, Samaria, 


and Jury; he eſtabliſheth among them Laws and Ordi- 


ances, and putteth them in Remembrance of God's won» 


derful Benefits, aſſuring them of his Grace and Favour 


if they do obey the Lord, and contrariwiſe of his Venge- 
ance and Plagues, if they revolt and diſobey him. 

Thus were the Children of Canaan ſettled in quiet Poſ- 
ſeſſion of their promited Land, which the Lord had ſworn 
to give unto their Fathers, and they dwelt therein, and 


70 H UM 47 
„e Lord gave them Reſt round about, delivering all 
heir Enemies into their Hands. 
And the People covenanted to ſerve and obey the Lord, 
onſidering his rich Bleſſings which he had beſtowed up- 
them. | | 
This Hiſtory doth repreſent unto us 7e/us Chriſt the 
true 7o/bua, who leadeth us into eternal Felicity, which 
is ſignified unto us by this Land of Canaan. 
joſtua and Feſus in Signification is all one, a Saviour or 
Defender: As this Jaſbua brought the Children of /rael 
E thro? Jordan into the Land of Canaan, ſo Chriſt 7eſus the 
true Joſbua, being the Saviour of the World, through 
that Jordan of Baptiſm, bringeth us into the Place of Pro- 
| miſe, Eternal Life. 
The Name of Canaan it had from Canaan the Son of 
Cham, the Language was alſo called Canaan, ſaith Men- 
tanus, 
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In which is contained the Hiſtory of the 
Jews, under the Government of Judges, 


XF TER poſbua was dead, the Children 0 
A & [{/rael inquired of the Lord, who ſhould be 
z N their Captain, and it pleaſed God to appoint 

N 5 the Tribe of Judah to undertake the War 2. 
gainſt the Canaanites, over whom they became victorious 
Now this T r:be was ſeated in that moſt pleaſant Land, 
which before had been inhabited by the Hitites, the Anu. 
rites, the Perizzi'es, and the 7ebuſites. The Princes of 
theſe were called ges, becauſe they were to execute the 
Di: ine intended qudęments upon the Enemies of his 
Church and People; aud being ordained of God, but ap- 
pointed allo, commonly by the concurrent Election of the 
Populance ; they impartially adminiſtred publick Fuſtic 
aviong their Fellow Hebrews, Of this kind were Othni- 
el che Hrſt, and the laſt Samuel; after whoſe Time the 
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W Government was altered into a Regal Monarchy at the 
People's Requeſt. No ſooner were the /jraelites ſettled 
in the Land of Canaan, and had ſeen convincingly the 
Performance of the Divine Promiſes, but, inſtead ot grate- 
fully acknowledging God's great and unJelerved Mercies, 
and of making ſuitabie Returns of Obedience they turned 
their Backs upon the + rdinances of Religion, and ated 
directly contrary to their former ſolemu Pi ote (tations, that 
had been made and ſtipulated by the Mediation of 72/5 ta, 
the great Mini/ter of the Lord Out of a fo ith Pity 
and Commiſeration they made a League with the Canaan- 
les, whom they had received full Commiflion to de roy, 
both Root and Branch ; they ungratefully cloſed in with 
their idolatrous Practices; they made Mirria es with 
them, and fo provoked God, that he ſent a ſpecial An- 
gel to let em know, that their 1do:atrous Weig bbours 
ſhould be T horns in their Sides, and the gods of the 
Heathens ſhould ſuddenly occaſion their De:truftion, 


As ſoon therefore as they had actually forſaken the Lord 
God of their Fathers, to embrace Wood and Stone, they 
were unable to ſtand before their Enemies, but were fore- 
by oppreſſed under their Hands; as particularly by the 
WW 4ramites of Mefopotamia, for eight Years together, till 
v W the Days of O:z94mel. And truly it was no imail Aggra— 
"WW vation of their Ingratitude, that being become Owners of 
. Cities, which they never built of Vineyards which they 
5 


never planted, and of Lands, which they had never ta- 
ken the pains to manure, they could ſo very ſuddenly for- 
get the Rock of their Satvation, and kick agaiaſt their om- 


e nipotent Benefaftor. However, that the Lord might mage 
” © nity his Goodneſs, and ſhew them, that his Mercy is Proof 
"| #2ain!t innumerable hainous Provocations, he raiſed up, 
e 


from Time to I ime, ſuch as ſhould deliver chem, and aſ- 
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ſure them of his further Favours, if they would return to 
him with unfeigned Repentance. 

T heſe Zeliverers, or Judges, came not by Succeſſion, 
but were raiſed up for any preſent Emergencies, when it 
pleaſed God to exert himſelf in favour of his People, 
And this Book gives an Account of ſixteen of theſe great 


Perſons, who executed this Poſt, off and on, for upwards 
of zoo Years: Their Names were Othniel, Ehud, Shan: 


gar, Deborah, Barak, Gideon, #bimelech, Tola, Fair, 
Fephthah, Ibzan, Elon, hdon, Samfon, Eli, and Sam iel. 

We read how Abimelech uſurped the Supreme Power, 
and put ſeventy of his Brethren to death, to ſecure this 
baile gotten Soverergnty to himſelf. In him we may learn, 
that the End of Ambition and Tyranny is Deſpair, aud a 
fearfui Expectation of God's Hrath. He was, tho' ia 
vain, reproved by his Brother, for theſe glaring Crimes; 
but at laſt, being wounded on the Head by a Woman 
with a Piece f a Mill-ſtone, in his Extremity he cried 


out to his Servant, that carried his Harneſs after him, V 


to draw his Sword, and immediately to diſpatch him out 
of a World, that he was no longer worthy to live in, for 
fear it might reflect upon his Honour, that he was ſo 
cowardly filled by a -Woman; and there was an End of 
his accurſed Tyranny and his Life at once, 

Plenty and Peace are generally the Parents of idle Se. 
curity and J/antonneſs: This was again the unhappy Cale 
of Ifrael, who fell to their late Idolatries: And then the 
fierce Wrath of God delivered them up to be aſſlicted 
and harrafſed by the Philiſtines and Ammonttes, for eigh- 


teen Years ſucceſſively, theſe Vexations brought 'em à- 


gain to their Senſes ; they acknowledged their Sins, and 
beſought the Lord for Pardon. Ihe Arfewer was with 
ſo:ne Severity, Did not I formerly deliver you out of ſuc! 
and ſuch Troubles? and yet ye have had the baſe Ingra- 


mn 


? 
(4 


eren 


tirade to forſage me and to ſerve other Gods: Go, call 


upon them, and lee, whether they will anf ver your Pray- 


ers at the Lime of your greateſt Need. This Repri- 
mand, having effected a deeper Submiſſtion, and more con- 
firmed Re/o/ation of Obedience, was followed by raiſing 
up Jepbt hab the Son of Gilead to be their Captain, and 
he conquered Ammon fir it, but after wards flew of the 
Fobramites two and forty thouſand, 

This great Man's Fictorious Succeſs tands juſtly brand- 
ed with a raſb Yow to all Generati ns. Whatſoever ſhould 
meet him firſt at his Returu, was to be a Sacrifice to the 
Lord, and it proved to be his Daughter, and onl; Child; 
but whether he did actually offer her as a burnt Sacrifice, 
is variouſly diſputed by Authors, with great Heat on both 
ſides the Queſtion ; but the Majority ſeem to ailirm, that 
his confining her to a ſort of a Nunnery for her Lite, was 


ſuch a completion of his Vow as was latisfactory to God 


for a Sacrifice, bating for the Inconſiderateneſs of che 
Man in expreſſing it. Virginity and Barreneſs were e— 
ſteemed great Curſes in a Country, where Fertility was 
promiſed as one main Branch of the B/eſedneſꝭ of it. And 
perhaps the good Matrons might be poſſeſſed with a ſort 
of Hope, that the promiſed Seed might, in God's due Time 
be produced from their Families It is certain, that Di- 
vine Providence, by ſtirring up the Reſentments of the Ar- 
my, did preſerve 7onathan from the fatal Effect of his 
Father's Ra/b Foro: And the actual paſſing ot Children 
thro? Fire, was the Work and Inſtigation of the Devil; 
for Cod never required ſuch Ser vice from Mankind, but 

ace from Abraham, for the Trial of his Faith, and the 
Prefiguration of bis eternal Son, who by his Suſferings 
Was to fave a whole wretched finful World! 

After iliis the /ſrae/ites were again embroiled with the 
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Oppreſſion of the Philiſtines : And an Angel of the Lord 


appeared unto Manoh's Wife, who was barren, and ſigni- 
ty'd to her, that ſhe ſhould conceive and bear a Son, and 


that no Razor ſhould come upon his Head, for the Child 


ſhould be a! Nazarite unto God from his Birth, means 
ing that he ſhould be ſeparated from the World, and in» 
tirely dedicated to the Lord; he was to redeem Iſrael out 
of the Hands of the cruel and tyrannical Philiſtines; and 
according to this Prediction. a Son was happily born to a 
deſpairing Family, and called Samen, from the Sun, ei. 
ther with reſpect of that Light of Comfort, now ſprung 
up to his Parents, or of that Light of God's Favour be- 
ginning to dawn upon his People, throngh their intended 
Deliverance by this means. 'Thus he was a typical Re- 
preſentative of Chriſt our Lord, and that ſeveral ways: 
As namely, Firſt, In his Per/on, he was a mighty Man. 
Secondly, In his Profeſſion, he was a Nazarite, Third, 
In his Calling, a Prince and a Judge.  Fourthly, In his 
manner of living. for he went from Place to Place, to re- 
venge himſelf upon the Enemies of God's People. And 
as Saniſon delivered the Iſraelites from the Bondage of the 
Philiſlines, ſo Chriſt, our Prince and Judge, delivereth 
his Church from the Slavery of Satan;' by his Death 
ſaving more Souls than in his Life. | 


This mighty Samſon, the true Hercules, from whom 
the Grecian Fables draw their Alluſions, was of invincible 
Courage and Strength, inſomuch, that he tore a Lion in 
Pieces, and flew a thouſand Men with the Jaw-bone of an 
Aſs. He alſo carried away, upon his Shoulders, the great 
Gates of the City Gaza, one of the Capital Places of the 
furious Ph1li/{ines But in the End his immoderate Aﬀec- 
tion towards Delilab, a Woman of as much Teacher) in 

her Heart, as of Beauty in her enfnaring Countenance, 
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deprived him of thoſe excellent Divine Gifts, and ſo he 
became a miſerable Save to thoſe, whom he had been fo 
powerfully called to rue and /ubdue. 

She cauſed him to tell her all his Heart, confeſſing, 
that he was a Nazarite and that if he were ſhaven, his 
Strength would go from him; ſhe, for the Greedineſs of 
a Reward, told it to the Philiſtines- And Samſon delight- 


iog himſelf with her, ſte made him ſleep upon her Lap, 


and ſo ſhaved off his Hair, from his Head, and his Strength 
was gone from him, ſaith. the Text, which was not ſo 
much for the Loſs of his Hair, as for the Contempt of 
the Ordinance of God, which cauſed the Lord to depart 
from them. So the Phili/{ines took him, and put out his 
Eyes, deriding him and uſing him as a Foot, at their 
Feaſts, to make themſelves merry : But he called upon the 
Lord and reconciled himſelf to him, and ſo was fully and 
finally avenged on them ; for, by the Power of the Lord, 
he had ſuch mighty Strength reſtored, that he pulled 
down the Banqueting-houſe upon the Princes, and upon 
the People that were therein, and he himſelf periſhed 


Vith him: So the dead, which he [lew at his death, were 


more than they which he had /lain in his Life. 

In this Book is ſet forth the Lord's Mercy, and his Om- 
nipotency ; his Mercy in pardoning the People of Hrael, 
tho? they daily offended him; his Omnipotency was ſeen 
in bringing great Matters to paſs by ſmall Means; Sham-. 


4 gar ſlaying fix hundred Ph:/:/tines with an Ox's Goad; 


Jael, a Woman killing Siſera, the chief Captain of King 

Jabin's Hoſt with a Hammer and a Nail, ſmiting the Nail 

into his Temples, and faſtening him to the Ground. 
Here alſo may Notice be taken, what great Danger 


that Commonwealth is in, where God giveth not a Ma- 


giſtrate to retain his People in the Purity of Religion, and 
E 3 
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his true Service. It may be ſeen in the Narration of the 

People's Eſtate, being without Governor, and of their 

hanious Sins, and their Civil Wars, ſet down to the end. 
Here Notice alſo may be taken, that after Hael had 

Peace and Plenty, they began to forget the Lord; and as 

Peace and Plenty are the Parents of Security, ſo is Secu- 

rity as fruittul in begetting and bringing forth both Dan- 


ger and Subverſion, of which, all States in the World 


have taſted by interchange of Times. 

In this Book is ſet down the Battle that the Church 
of God hath for the Maintenance of the'true Religion a- 
gainſt Superſtition and Idolatry ; as alſo in declaring what 
great Danger that Commonwealth is in, where God gi- 
veth not a Magis rate to reilrain his People in the Purity 
of his Religion and Ser vice. 
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I *. 2 HIS Book of Ruth is ſo intituled, 


K = from the principal Perſon, who is the 
92 8 I Subject of the Hiſtory ; but who was 
2 5 2 the Pen- man hereof is not certain. It 


ALS 27710 is divided into four Parts, Vig. 
K TTTNN 1. Ruth's Journey ing to Judah. 
2. Her Entertainment there. 
2. Her Contract with Boaz. 
4. Her Marriage and joy ful Iſſue.” 

There being a great Dearth in the Land of Canaan, Eli- 
me lec h, with his Wife and two Sons, went into the Land 
of Moab, where he died, and one of his Sons, Chilion by 
Name, took to Wife this Ruth, who was but meanly born, 
and of the Land of Moab; and Chilion was of Zudah. But 
by this Providence of God, Ruth became one of God's 
Houſhold, of whom our Saviour CHriſi came. This Ruth 
was afterwards married to Boaz, an /ſrae/ite; and herein 


is deſcribed how 7e/us Chriſt, who, according to the Fleſh, 
| | E 4 | 
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ought to come of David. procceded from Ruth; of 
whom he did vouchſafe to come, notwithſtanding the was 
a Moabite/s, of mean Condition, and a Stranger to the 
People of God; declaring unto us thereby, that the Gen- 
tiles ſhould be ſanctified by him, and called to Salvation, 
and be joined to God as well as the Fes. 

Ruth is commended for her conitant Love to her Mo- 
ther-in-law Nami, the Wife of Elimelech, in that ſhe 
would not forfake her Company; and for relieving her 
out of her ovn painful Labour ; as may be ſeen in the firſt 
and ſecond Chapters, 

She would not leave her Mother-in-law's Company; 
ſaying to her, {:ireat me not to leave thee, nor to depart from 
thee; for whither thou goeſl, { will go; and where thou 
dwelielt I will dweli; thy Peopie ſhall be my People, and 
thy God my God. No Perſuaſion. can prevail upon ſuch 
as truly love God, to turn back from following him. And 
thoſe, whom he hath choſen to be his People, will afſo- 
ciate themſelves with the Godly in all the various Cir- 
cumſtances of Life. So they accompanied each other to 
Bethlehem; and there they tell into Acquaintance with 
Boaz, who was a Man in Authority, and a Kinſman of 
limelech. And it being Harveſt Time, Ruth went into 


the Field and oleaned after the Reapers, by the free Per- 


miſſion of Bong, who ſeeing her good Diſpoſition, and ob- 
ſerving her virtuous Carriage, took her to Wife, by 
whom afterwards he begat Obed. This Obed begat 7e e, 
and 7% begat King David; of whom our Lord and Sa- 
viour Fe/us Chri/t did vouchſafe to come. 19 

By this Marriage of Boaz and Ruth, the one being an 
Jſraelite, and the other a Stranger tothe Children of God, 
is manifeited unto us, that by the coming of 7eſus Chriſt, 
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in the Fleſh from her Line, the Gentiles ſhould be likes 
wiſe called to Salvation, as well as the Jet. 

In this Book allo figuratively is ſet forth the State of 
the Church, which is tubjet to manifold Afflictions, 
and yet at length, God giveth a good and joy ful Iſſue, 
teaching us to wait with Patience, *till he ſhall pleaſe to 
deliver us out of our Troubles. 


— ——ͤ ů ¶ů¶ — EE II n= —— . — = Ar oo ems ww 2 : 
Gets. antes. HR — 


IL 


” % = 
" Sh. a 
l - * 
- 


r 


2 
= 


— Ar eas Auer —— — 
W 
- * 


a 


wu r — — 
a * 9 . 
ll — . w F . — _ 


— 


m W-. 1. 


5, 8 A. * N * hg * 
£5 Ex KR KM XE 1 


NN NM NN N 


I. \\ . Me U E 4 


This 1ſt, of Samuel reats of the Eſtate of 
| the Jews Elect. 


** KKALKANAH the Son of Jehoram, an E. 


72 — phrathite, had two Wives, the one was nam- 
© ed Hannah, the other Peninnah, Hannah 
"NOK bad no Children, but the other had; where- 


fore ſhe was ſo bitterly upbraided, and vexed by Peninnah, 


that her eme » - "4s 3ubled, and ſhe prayed unto 
the Lord. e xt a Vow, ſaying, O Lord of Hoſls, if 
thou witt 15k an the Trouble of thine Handmaid, and re- 
memoer her, aud not forget thine Handmaid but wilt give 
u to her a Man-child, then will I give him unto the Lord, 
all the Days of his Life, and there ſhall no Razor come 
upon his Head. So in Proceſs of Time Hannah concei- 
ved, and bare a Son, and ihe called his Name Samuel, be- 
cauſe (ſaid ſhe) 7 have aged him of the Lord For his Name 
denoteth, one deſi ed of God. The typical Signification of 
his Name hath a Relation to God the Father; for as Sa- 
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el anointed Saul, ſo God anointed his beloved Son with 
!le Oil of Giadneſ, and of the Spirit. 

The Mother's Prayers thus taking effect, ſhe offered 
tim to the Lord, and magnity'd him in her Song of 
Thankſgiving. 

Samuel growing up, did mini/ter unto the Lord before 
Ei the Prieſt, whole Sons were wicked, (called Jiophni 
and PHirehus) in fer ving of their own Appetites of the Sa- 
crifice, before God was ſerved. They ailo uſed the Com- 
pany of ſuch Women, as, after their I ravail, came to the 
Temple to be purified. Eli gently reproved them, ſay- 
ing, J hy co je theſe J hings? Do fo no more, my Sons; 
for it is no good Report that I hear of you Herein is ob- 
ſerved, that li uſed too much Lenity towards his Chil- 
ren, committing ſuch foul Offences as highly deſer ved the 


harpeſt Correction; for which the Lord puniſhed him by 


taking his prieſtly Cffice from him, and by ſuficring the 
Ark, which was carried into the Ficld of Battle, to be ta- 
ken away by the Philiſtines; upon the News of which 
Diſaſter, he brake his Neck; his Sons alſo, Hophnt and 


Phinehas, were puniſhed with ſudden Death, both in c, 


Day. N | 

The Philiſtines bring the , 14 Houſe of Da- 
vn. Now Dagon was their chic! Idol, hapen from the 
Navel downwards like a Fiſh. and upwaras like a Mau. 
hen this Idol fell down before the Ars, ſhewing that 
t has no Power in the Preſence of God, they ſet it up in 


Is Place again, and the next Day they came in to ſee, and 


behold, Dagon was fallen upon his Face to the Ground, 
before the Arb of the Lord, and the Head, and the two 
Paims of his Hands, were cut off upon the Threſhold, 
here we may obſerve, that God and the Devil inhabit 
not in one Houſe, nor in one Heart. If the Ida could 
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not indure the Repreſentation of the true God, it is not 
to be mar velled, that at ſuch time as it pleaſed him to co- 


ver his only begotten Son with Fleſh, and ſent him into 


the World that all the Oracles wherein the Devil derid- 
ed and betrayed mortal Men, loit Power, Speech, and ()- 
peration at the Inſtant. 'The Men alſo were plagued with 


Emerods, and ſent unto the Princes of the P41/:/t:nes, to Wil 
know what they ſhould do with the 4r4 of the God of 
iſrael; for though they had felt his Power, and were a- 


fraid thereof, they would try him yet further. The Prin- ; 
ces gave Advice, that it might be carried to Gath : So the 


Hand of the Lord was againſt that City with a great De- 
Then they ſent it away to the Ekronttes, wh 


ſtruction, 


cried out alſo for Fear of the like Deſtruction, and ju- 
treated the Princes of the P/1li/tines to ſend the Ark of 


the //raelites away from them to its own Place. 
ever, being wicked themſelves, they likewiſe felt the ſmart 


of the Hand of God: And hereupon they grudge and re- ; 
jet the Lord, whereas the Godly would humble them» 


ſelves and cry for Mercy, being under Afflictions. 


Seven Months the Arb remained with the Philiſtines, ; 


How- 


and then they ſent ! it back to Jſrael, with Gifts of Gold | 


and Silver; 1i<> 


ſelves in a ſolemn Faſt, acknowledging their Sins before 
God; the Philiſtines hearing thereof, came up to fight a- 
gainſt them, but the Lord was with Samue, and the Peo- 
ple of {/rael, that they vanquiſhed their Enemies; after 


which, Samuel erected a Monument in memory of this 


äꝛseeyed it to Bethfhemeſh, where 
they committed a Sin by opening the Ark, which was not 
lau ful for them to do, but for the Prieſts; wherefore the 
Lord ſmote them;with a very great Slaughter, - thereby 
being taught not to pry into the Divine Secrets further 
than they have Commiſſion. Then they aſſembled them- i 
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happy Succeſs obtained by the miraculous Hand of the 
Lord. Then Samuel made his Sons Judges over {ſrael, 
Joel, and Abiah, whoſe Hearts were ſet upon Lucre, and 
they followed not their Father's Ways. The People alſo 
began to murmur at Samue/, requiring him to give them 
a King to govern them like other Nations. They were 
not content with that Order which God had appointed 
for the Government of his Church, but would have a 
King, to the Intent they might be as other Nations, no: 


| becauſe they might the better thereby ſerve the Lord; 


for they were under the Safe-guard of him, which did 
repreſent Zeſus Chriſt, the true Deliverer ; but they would 
needs be governed as were the Gentiles, Samuel uſed 
Arguinents to dehort them, and delivered unto them from 
God's Revelation, the Inconveniences and Miſeries which 
ſhould befal them, which Jeſephus called Lapidem fortem. 
He told them. as from the Lord, This Hall be the Man- 
ner of the King that ſhall rule over you ; he will take your 
Sons, and appoint them to his Chariots, and to be his Horſe- 
men; and he will make them ear his Grounds, and wall 
tate your Fields and your Vineyards, and diſpoſe thereof: 
Aud ye ſhall! cry out at that Vay, becauſe of your King. 
Not that Kings have this Authority by their Office, but 
that ſuch as reign in God's Wrath, hall uſurp this over 
the People contrary to the Law. But the People would 
not hearken to the Words of Samuel, but were reſolved 
to have a King, ſo importunate they were for a Change, 
that they would have no Denial. So the Lord commands 
ed Samuel to anoint Sau! King. 

The Name Sau fignifies asted, or demanded; bearing 
Alluſion to the ſinful Importunity of the People iu ging 


for a King: And it is of near Affinity with the Word 


Sol, Which Ggnifies Hell, or the Grave, becauſe of its 
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greedy asting or craving ſtill more, tho? its Appetite ; van. 
never to be ſatiated. | fin, 

The typical Repreſentation of Saul is this: As Sau me 
perſecuted innocent David with an iuveterate Malice, e. ing 
ven unto Death. ſo the Sons of Sta: evil and wicked it t 
Mea) perſecute the Members of C5: :7 with an inveterate bey 
Malice, {paring neither Prophets nor . {fo les, nor rei- WS 
gious Men no nor Chri/t himſelf, follo ing their wicked tha 


Devices, till (with Saul) they come to deſperate Ends. alt; 
The People not contented, but defirqus of Change in 
their former Order, had Saul granted -hem for their King, the 
for which Ingraticude they were ſeverely puniſhed; tor WM 
he proved to be a Tyrant and a Hypocrite; that thereby | ih 
they might learn, that the Perſon of a King is not ſuſſi- Ci 
cient to defend them, except God by his Power preſerve þ 7 
and keep them; ſo they were harraſſed with Wars. both . 
at home and abroad. Their Natures were ſutje& to mu- E 
tability, affecting Alterations and Change, preferring their fo 
own Opinions before the Wiſdom of the All-ſeeing God. WM 8: 
However Saul, for a while, reigned well in>/rae!, and t/ 
proſpered; but when he obſerved not the Cammands of Wh 7: 
God, the Lord counts him a King no longer, tho” he had 
the Title of a King. t 
Samuel declared to the People of ae his Integrity of J 


Life; and the People were conſtrained, in Conſcience, to 
anſwer, 7 hou ha? dove us no I/rong. God defigned, that 
this Confelliou of Sammel ſhould be a Pattern for all them 
that have any Charve or Office. Then did he reprove 
their Iugratitude, in that they had forſaken the Almighty, 
who hath all Power ia his Hand, for a Mortal Man, in 
asking a King. The People, afcer this, repented of their | 
Sin, being puniſhed with Thunder and Storm in the time 

of Wheat-hat veit, and ſaid unto Samuel, pray for thy Ser- 
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8 pants unto the Lord thy God, that we die not, for we have 
fined in asking us a Ring, beſides all our other Sins. Sa- 


mel, like a faithful Shepherd, coniforteth them, declar- 
ing, that there is no Sin fo great, but ir {hall be forgiven, 
if the Sinner turn again to the Lord: and becauſe S o- 
beyed not the Will of the Lord, nor relied upon the 
Words of the Prophet, Samuel feared not to let him know 
that the Kingdoin ſhould be conferred on another, (a Man 
alter God's own Heart) both from Saul and his Poſterity. 

Hereupon David was elected to be Governour over 
the People of Jſrael. About which Time the remarkable 
Victory of Jonathan the Son of Saul, was obtained over 
the Philiſtines who had three great Armies to invade the 
Children of Hrael. God fought for him, by putting the 
Philiſtines in Confuſion, fo that there was Fear in the 
Hoſt, and in the Field, and amongſt ail the People; the 
Earth aiſo trembled, for it was ſtricken with Fear by God, 
ſo that they ſtew one another; at which time Saul char- 
ged the Zeople with an Oath, faying, Curſed be the Man 
that eateth any Food till Night, that I may be avenged of 
mine Enemes. | 

Such was his Arrogance, that he chought to attribute 
that to himſelf, which the Lord had done by the Haud of 
Jonathan. 

Bur as they purſued, there lay Honey upon the Ground, 
and Jonathan put förth his Rod and dipped it in an Ho- 
ney-Comb. and eat thereof; one of the People told na- 
than of the Curſe, that his Father had made, who auſwe- 
red, My Father hath troubiæd the Land. Whereupon he 
would have put him to Death, but the People thought it 
their Duty to reſcue him, who had but broken a raſh Law, 
and yet had been the glorions Means of that miraculous 
Victory. For they ſaid, and with the juſteſt Reaſon in 
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64 I SAMUEL. 
the World, God forbid that Jonathan ſhould die, who hath 
wrought this great Salva ion in Iſrael, 

After this, Saul was rejected of the Lord, becauſe he 
had ſpared King Agag and ſome of the Spoil in the Battle 
"with the Amalzkites, when he ought neither 10 have ip. 
red Man, Woman, Child, nor any Thinz living ; their 
Debaucheries having ripen'd them {ully 107 Deitruction, 
Upon his. being reproved for it, he Juitified himſelf ob- 
ſtinately, took hold of Samuel's Coat to force him to ſtay 
with him; and upon rending it, the good Prophet. pro- 
voked, foretold him the rending ol the Kingdom from 
his Family, and of God's Deſign to ele& himſelf a King 
out of his Subjects better than himſelf. However, Sa- 
muel had ſo much human Compaſſion in his "Temper, that 
he could not but mourn for the rejected King, whom he 
had once admitted as a Favourite into his Boſom. 

The Perſon, thus happily elected to ſucceed him, was 
David. the youngeſt Son of eſſe, a Man of good Repu- 
tation in the City of Beth/ehem, where our Lord vas born, 


and ſo he was choſen to be a Type of the Meſſi ah, who 


ſhould ſpring from his Loins. And this was yet further 
prefigured, by his being enabled with his Harmony, and 
by the Power of the Holy Ghoſt, to chaſe away the evil 
Spirit. that was ſent to haunt and vex King Sau! with Rage 
and Horror, and Deſpair, after the Divine Spirit had tor- 
ſaken him. 

David, in the Original, ſignifies as much as, Ay Dear, 
or, Beloved becauſe he was a Man after God's own Heart, 


and in this Senſe alſo he bare ſome Reſembiance of Chriſt, 


the beloved Son of God, in whom he was weil plea/ed. 
The Employment of a Shepherd, which David was ori- 
ginally educated to, was prophetical of that great Shepherd 


: and Biſhop of our Souls, who laid down his Life for the 
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gheep. And, as David was bitterly perſecuted by thoſe, 
whom he was advanced to protect and preſerve, fo C'r1/?, 
the Lord, was a Man of Sorrow and acquainted with 
Grief. tho? his Life had been as innocent as David's had 
been, harmleſs and dutiful to Saul his incenſed Father- 
in-law. And yet as David was providentially guarded 


thro' all his Troubles; ſo did alſo the Son © Gol eſcape 


ſaſe out of the Hands of all his Enemies, to be rewarded 
with a peaceable and heavenly Crown, Again, we may 
carry the Similitude {till further; for as David boldly 
challenged and overcame the great Champion of the 1do- 
latrous Philijtines, in whoſe Strength they vainiy repoſe d 
their whole Confidence, ſo the Lord Zeſus vanquiihed the 
Power of the Devil, who had led a great Part of the 
World captive, at his own Plealure This Exploit gain— 
ed David a ready Entrance into the AﬀeCtions of the Peo- 
ple; but his Maſter Saul. who ſent him upon this glori- 
ous Errand, envied him the Victory, and became hy moſt 
inveterate Enemy. | | 

In ſhort, the valiant young Prince went always in Dau- 
ger of his Life, while his wicked. faithleſs Via er lived. 
But the God, whom he choſe to ſerve, gave him a patient 
and generous Spirit under all his rials; and raiſed him a 
faithful Friend in Saul's Court, even his own Son ”"onathan, 
who lov'd him as his Life and uted all paſſible Ways to 
ſkreen him from the King's i nplacable alice, and gave 


bim frequent Notice to keep out of Harm's Way awd 


was forced to fly into the Enemy's Country for Shelter, 
and there to pretend himſelf out of his Senſes; but in his 
Paſſage, by a Wile, he procured himſelf ſome $hew bread, 
and Goliah's great Sword. from one of the Prieits, and 
that occaſioned a moit lamentable Diſaſter among the whole 
body of them, For the Pact being beirayed to the King 
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by a vile ſycophantiſing Informer, he ſent Executioners to 
glut his Revenge with the Murder of that Prieſt and four. 
ſcore and five more of the ſame holy Dignity. This ſo 
ſorely diſtreſied the pious David, that he privately levye! 
an Army of Male-contents, for the Guard of his Perſon : 
Saut purſues with his uſual fury: Datid was betrayed, 
and with his little Army ſo hemmed in by Saul, that he 
mult inevitably have fallen a Sacrifice, had not the P4;- 
liſtines happened to divert his Reſolutions, by a ſudden 
Invaſion of his Country at a diſtant Quarter, 

Saul had no fooner vanquiſhed the Invaders, but he re- 
turns in purſuit of the znnocent David; and in a Cave, 
where he was hidden with his Men, David had the Op- 
portunity of a full Revenge upon his tyrannical Adver- 
fary ; but he ſpared him, and only cut off the Lappet cf 
his Robe privately, to convince him of his Innocency- 
This merciful Temper of David cut Saul to the quick; 
and immediately his Confcience compelled him to acknow- 
ledge his Fault with Tears; to promiſe a ſeeming Re- 
conciliation for the Time being. But this was of no Du- 
rance; the kind Words of wicked Mea are only laid as a 
Snare to betray the Righteous: He renews his Purſuit, 
and falling aſleep among his Officers upon the Ground, 
was once more ſecured in David's Power. The religious 
Prince had a regard to him as the Lord's Anointed, and 
kept every body off from doing him any Damage; on!7 
they carried off Saul's Spear, which was ſtuck in the 
Ground, and a Pitcher of Water, that ſtood near his Bol- 
ſter, where he was ſleeping. The King being made ſen- 
ſible of this ancommon Generoſity in David, melts afreſh 
into his old hypocritical Affection for his dear Son, and in 
a Fit of Repentance, forbears all further Purſuit. David 
being no longer ſafe in the Dominions of //7ae!, nor abie 
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w lay any 3 upon Souf's Fair Promiſcs, 2 Sinctua- 
ry again in the Philiſtines Country, under Achiſb King 
of Gath, who. tho' he was an Enemy to del, had Com- 
paſſion upon an innocent di/Irefſed Prince, aud made him 
a Preſent of the Town of Ziglag for his head Quarters: 
Achiſß thinking himſelf, by this Means, ſecure of this 
valiant Prince and all his Men, makes an Inroad upon 
Saul and the Iſraelites; but his privy Council being ſuſ- 
; picious, diſmifled David and his Army by the way Saul 
muſters up his Forces to oppoſe his Enemies, and pitches 
the Field of Battle in Mount Gilboa; where, taking a 
View of the Phili/lines, he was quite e and 
in a Fit of cowardly Rage and Deſpair, he applied 
himſelf to a V iich at Endor, to learn the Succeſs of the 
Battle. This was the Completion of his horrid Impiety, 
and the laſt Act preparatory to his final Deſtruction. The 
Devil can tell the Truth (it ſeems) upon Occaſion, by the 


Divine Permiſſion, to ſcourge thoſe who forſake the 


True God; tho' he could not forbear mixing his own 
Vonted Untruths with his Oracle: for the told Saul, his 
' Deſtruction would happen on the Morrow, but the Battle 
was not fought till four or five Days after in which Saul, 
in the urmoſt Deſpair, having loſt his Tee Sons, ſtabbed 
himſelf in the Field of Battle, and the Enemies gained a 
compleat Victory, and on the Morrow, hung up Saul 

- and his Sons in an ignominious Manner, upon the Wall 
of one of their Ciries, ill the Men of Jabeſb ventured 
by Night, firſt to ſteal them away, and then to give them 
- 4 more decent Interment. And thus was this wicked 
King overthrown in his HW ickedneſs, 
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A EX K HIS Book treats of the Kingdom by Suc- 
+ T ceſſion, and particularly of the notable Ads 
| --* Ya of King David after the Death of Saul, 
N. NN unto the End of his Kingdom; and de- 
Clares, how the ſame by him was wonderfully augment» 
ed, Here alſo is ſet forth to us his Conſtancy, Patience, 
and Perſecution by his Enemies, both open and ſecret, and 
how by the Aſſiſtance of the Lord he went through all 
Difficulties. 
In the firſt Chapter Tidings being brought to David 


by an Amalekite (who was a Pick-thank and a Counter- 
eit) that Saul was ſlain by him, bringing with him the 


Crown and Bracelet that Saul wore; it ſo much troubled 
David and all with him, that they mourned and wept; and 
the Amaletite, who expected a Reward, inſtead thereof, 
was, by David, commanded to be flain. 

Now David was anointed King in Hebron by the Men 
of Zudah; and Saul was buried by the Men of. Jabel 
Gilead. 


Abner, who was the Captain of Saul's Hoſt, made I. 
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boſheth, the Son of Saul, King over 1/rael, ſo there were 
two Kings, David created by the Almighty, and /hbo/veth 
by Man, which cauſed many Wars to fall out between 
theſe two Houſes, as it were without any Intermiſſion for 
the Space of two Years, which was the whole Reign of 


Thboſheth, for God gave Victory unto David, and cauſed 


his Enemies to fide with him, 

1/hboſheth was ſlain by two of his own Servants, Baa- 
nah and Rechab, and his Head brought unto David; but ob- 
ſer ve their Reward! As the Lord liveth, (ſaith David) woven 
one told me, that Saul was dead, ( thinking to have brought 
good T rdings ) I took him and ſlew him in Ziglag, who 
thought that I would have given him a Reward for his Tid- 
inos; how much more, when wicked Men have ſlain a 
righteous Perſon in his own Houle, and upon his Bed; ſhall 
I not now therefore require his Blood at your Hands, and 
tale you from the Harth &s if he ſhould ſay, for as much 
ss neither the Example of him, who flew Saul, nor their 
Duty to their Maſter, nor the Innocency of the Perſoa, 
nor the Reverence of the Place, nor Time, did move them, 
therefore they deſerved molt grievous Puniſhment, So 
David commanded them to be lain, and their Heads to be 
cut oft, with their Hands and Feet, and their Bodies to be 
hanged up over the Pool in Hebron. 

Being now arrived at the Government of the whole 
twelve Tribes, David firſt ſtudied for the Advancement 
of Religion, in bringing the Art of God into the Houſe 


of Obed-Edom; ſhewing his Gladneſs and Zeal by Dan- 


cing and Playing with Inſtruments of Muſick before it. 


And as it paſſed along the Way, Uz2ah, who drove the 
Cart, on which the Art was placed, perceiving it to ſhake, 


ſtretched forth his Hands to fave it, leſt it ſhould fall, for 
which Drug ot his, the Lord was very wrath with him, 
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and ſmote him in the ſame Place, that he died. Yet here 
Uz2ah had a good Intention ; but we ſee, how dangerous 
a Thing it is to meddle in God's Service without his ex- 
preſs Word. ; | 

The Art being brought to the City of David, his Wife 
Michal, who was Saul's Daughter deſpiſed him in her 


Heart for Dancing and Friumphing before it. Thns 


Voridlings are not able to comprehend the Motions. that 
move the Children of God to praiſe him. But for this 
Offence ſhe was ſtricken with Barrenneſs, and had no 
Child. But the Lord, for the Service performed by Da- 
rid, gave him Dominion over many Nations, aad made 


him famous, promiſing to eſtabliſh % Kingdom for ever. 


Yet for all thoſe great Bleſſings and Favours of the Lord 
ſtewed to his Servant David, he finned againſt him thro? 
Lu, thro! Murder, and thro? Preſumption, thro? Luſt; 
for ſpying Bath/heba waſhing herſelf (who was a beauti- 
ful Woman) the Daughter of Eilam, Wife to Uriah the 
Hittite, he ſent his Command to fetch her to him, and lay 
with her. The Woman conceived, and certified David 
thereof; David thought to cloak his Offence by a friend- 
ly Entertainment of Uiab, and by making him drunk, 
and fo to ſend him to his Mife, thinking thereby he would 
have lain with her. Bur ſeeing this way not to prevail, 


Bathſheba, whom he had formerly committed Adultery 


with. And thus we ſee, unlefs the Lord continually up- 
hold us with the Aſſiſtance of his holy Spirit, the moſt 
perfect of ns all are apt to fall headlong into Vices and 
A bominations. But David was ſoon aſhamed of this horrid 
Sin; for being reproved by Nathan, his Conſcience was 
awakened, and himſelf brought to Repentance; yet the 
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Lord puniſhed his Seed, ſo that the Child, whom L- 


riah's Wite bore, was ſtricken with Sickneſs and died. 
Then, David comforted Bathſbeba his Wiſe, and lay 
with her, and he conceived and bare a Son, and he called 
his Name Solomon, and the Lord loved him. 
Yet the Lord was not fo well pleaſed with David, but 


that he threatned to raiſe up Euil again/t him out of his 


con Houſe, by the means of a deadly Hatred that ſprang 
up between his Sons Ab/a/cm and Amnon, for Amnon had 
defiled his Siſler Tamar; for which wicked Fact 4b/alom 
murdered him. After this, Abſalom himſelf conſpired 
againſt his Father's Crown and Dignity, by Slander, by 


_ Flattery, and fair Promiſes: And thus he /tole the Flearts 


of the People away from his Father; for by ſuch Means 
as theſe, the Wicked ſeek Prefer ment, but obſerve, how 
his Plot proſpered} Zavid beſought the Lord, and caſt 
himſelf wholly upon Him (for the Faithful in all their 
Aſflictions, ſhew themſelves obedient to God's Will.) Alſo 
wicked Achitophel was Abſalom's Counſellor, and the 


Contriver of his Plot; but when David prayed to God, 


to bring the Counſel of Achilophel to Fooliſhnels (for 
the Counſels of crafty Worldlings do more Harm than the 
open Force of an Enemy) Achitophel hanged himſelf, 


- Which was a juſt Reward ſhewed him for perſecuting the 


People of God. 
Abſalom then flying before his Father s Army, and ri- 
ding under an Oak, was hanged by the Hair of his Head, 


and afterwards thruſt through by J: A terrible Ex- 


ample to thoſe, who are diſobedient to Parents! 

David was not ouly puniſhed within his own Houſe, 
but alſo without, for his Sins; for he was reviled by SHi— 
mei, who curſed him, and called him a Murderer, and 
wicked Man, and by throwing Dirt at him, David took 
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this to be the Judgment of God, for his Sin; and there- 


fore he huinbied [himſelf before the Almighty, and en- 
dured this reviling with great Patience, commanding his 


People not to touch Shimer, * For (ſaid he) if my Son, 
* which came out of my own Bowels, feek my Life, then 
how much more may this Son of 7emini! Suffer him 


to curſe, for the Lord hath bidden him. It may be, 
that the Lord will look on my AfﬀiQtion, and do me 


good for his curſing this Day ? Meaning, that the Lord 
will ſend Comfort to his, when they are oppreſſed. And 
the King pardoned Shimet, who had lately reviled him to 
his Face. 

David alſo was Aint further plagued for his Sin, by 
the Lord's offering to him the Choice of three lagues, ei- 


ther to have ſeven Years Famine, or to flce three Months 


before his Enemies, or to have three Days — in 
the Land. : 


For David hd cauſed the People: to be G to 
ſee his own mighty Power, and to take a boaſting Plea- 
ſure in his mighty Army, which much offended God. 

In this ſtrait, David declared himſelf, that he and his 


would fall into the Hands of God, for his Mercies are 


great, and not into the Hands of Man; fo the Lord 
e ſent a bellilence into the Land of % ae!, from the 
Morning even unto the Time appointed, and there di- 
* ed of the People trom Dan even to Beer/heba ſeventy 
which was from the one Side of the 


Country to the other. And when the Angel ſtretched 
forth his Hands upon Feru/alem to deſtroy it, the Lord 


and ſpared that Place, becauſe he had 
chojen it to build his Temple there for his Worſhip- 
David acknowledged chis Fault, and cried out, Behold 


* 1 have ſinned, yea, I have done wickedly ; but theſe 


* ſhewed Mercy,” 
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Sheep, what have they done? Let thine Hand (I pray 
(thee) be againſt me, and againſt my Father's Houſe.“ 
Then David, by the Appointment of the Lord, went to 
Araunah the Febufite to buy the T hreſhing-Floor of him, 
in order to build an Altar unto the Lord, which coſt him 
litty Shekels of Silver; now a Shekel is counted worth 
(in our Englih Money) two Shillings fix Pence, or 
thereabout, 

I here David built an Altar unto the Lord, and offer- 


ed Burat-Offerings and Peace-Offerings; fo the Lord was 


appealed, and the Plague ceaſed. 
David, after all his manifold Troubes died in Peace, 
being ſeventy Years of Age for he was thirty Years old 
hen he began to reign, and he reigned forty Years in 
Fiebron and Feruſalem. He died in a good old Age, full 
oi Days, Riches and Fonvuur, and was buried in the Ci- 
ty oi David in the Year of the World 2983 but before 


he died, he exhorted Sealomon his Son to take heed to the 


C'arge of the Lord to waik in his Ways, and to keep his 
Statutes, his Commandments, his Judgments, and his 
Teſtimonies as 1t is written in the Book of Mees; in- 
timating, how hard a i hing it is to govern, and that 
none can do it well, unleſs he obey the Lord. Do thus 


(faith he; and thou thait not want one of thy Poſterity 
to {it on the Throne of 2/rae!, Thus aiter he had ler>, 


ved his Time, he flept, and was buried with his F athers, 
and ſaw Corruption. 


To conclude with the Character of this mighty Prince, 


we may rematk, 


1. That David, in Perſon, was of ſmall Stature, yet ex- 
ceeding ſtrong; for he exceeded all Men in external 
Gifts, and Graces, and was ſaid, by the Lord himſelf, to 
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be a Man according to God's own Heart, ſetting his hu. 


man Frailties apart. 


2. The P/jalms, which he penned, witneſs his Piety 
and his excellent Learning. And being both a King and 
a Prophet, he foretelleth Chriſt more per ſpicuouſly than 
all the reſt, 


3. In the Perſon of David the Scripture doth ſet forth 
Feſus Chriſt, the chief King, who came of David accord. 


0 ing ts the Fleſh, and was perſecuted with Enemies out- 


Ward and inward, as well in his own Per ſon, as in his 
Members, but in the end he overthrows all his E- 
nemies. | 
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. bees F this Book treateth of the flouriſhing 
Ti 15 7 1 Srate of Hrael and Judah under Solamon, 
11 che Holy Ghoſt ſetteth before our Eyes here, 
8 — oof the Variety and Change of 1 hings, which 


happen'd to the Gon ee at Jeruſalem; 
that the Children of God ſhould learn ta look for no con- 


tizual Reft or Quietneſs in this World; declaring from 


the [Deaths of David Solomon, and the reſt of the Kings,” 


unio the Death of Hab, | hat flourithing Kingdoms (ex- 
cept they be pi eſer ved by God's peculiar Protection) fall 
to Decay, and come to nought. 

David being dead, S:lomon his Son ſeceedgd him in” 
the Throne, by the Appointment of David himſelf. 
_ So/omon ſiguifieth a Peace-mater, or Peaceable ; and de- 
notes one that bringeth good Tidings of Peace, typically® 
repreſenting Chriſi the Prince of Peace. 

Ring Sclomon was brought up under Nathan the Pro- 
phet, and crowned on the Bull Gihon, which ſtood before 
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Feruſalem ; and not far from it ſtood Mount Colgot ha, 
where Chriſt our Lord was crucify'd; from whence may 
be obſerv'd, that as Solomon upon that Hill was crowned 
King, ſo Chriſt, who is our Saviour, and the true So/omon, 
was crowned and made perfect in Sufferings, to effect the 
great Peace between God and Man. 

Solomon began the Work of the Temple in the fourth 
Year of his Reign, at which Time he traded for Gold to 
the Za/t-[ndies. And as he built the Temple of the Lord 
with great Majeity, and Glory, fo Chriſt hath built uy 
that heavenly T emple the Church of God, and adorned it 
with the Gifts and Graces of his holy Spirit in this World, 


that ſo it might be capable of eternal Glory in the World 
to comic. 


1 Solomon made an Affinity with Pharaoh King of Egypt, 


and took his Daughter to Wife; and then the Lord ap- 
peared to him, and the firſt Thing he aſked of God, was, 
to give him MWiſdom, that he might behave himſelf aright 
in the Execution of his Charge. Art his aſking this, God 


have done according to thy Words, in giving thee a wiſe 
and underſtanding Heart, ſo that there hath been none 
like thee, neither after thee ſhall ariſe the like : I have 
* alſo given thee that, which thou haſt not aſked, both Ri- 
(ches and Honour.“ And Somon ſhewed his Thankful- 
neſs of Heart, by employing his Wealth and Wiſdom to 
the Glory of the Lord, and the well governing the 
Church and People committed to his Charge. His Pow- 
er and Magnificence were ſeen in the Jarge Extent of his 
Kingdoms, from the River Euphrates unto the Land of 
the Philiſtines, and the Borders of Egypt. | 
His Houthold was very great and ſplendid ; for his 
Victuals and Proviſion for one Day was thirty Meaſures 


was fo well pleaſed, that he ſaid unto him, Behold, | | 


of fine Flour, and thirty Meaſurès of Meal, ten fat Ox- 
en, and of the Paſture twenty Oxen; and an hundred 
Sheep, beſides Harts and Bucks, and fat Fowl. He had 
alſo forty thouſand Stalls of Horſes for his Chariots, and 
twelve thouſand Horſemen. He was ſo admired for his 
Greatneſs and Wiſdom, that there came of all People to 
ſee and hear him, | . 

Hiram King of Tyre ſent unto Solomon, and Solomon un- 
to him, for the building of an Houſe for the Lord, who 
both joyned in the building thereof. In Hiram is prefi- 
cured the Vocation of the Gentiles, who ſhould help to 
build the ſpiritual Temple. Thirty thouſand Workmen 
were prepared for the building of the Temple: He had 
ſeventy thouſand Perſons, that bare Burdens, and four- 
ſcore thouſand more, that were Maſons in the Mountains, 
beſides thoſe, that were appointed over the Works, who 
were three thouſand and three hundred, 


In the fourth Year of his Reign, he built the Houſe © 


of the Lord, which was threeſcore Cubits long, and twen- 
ty broad, and thirty Cubits high, which was well accept- 
ed of God. And after the finiſhing of the Temple, So- 
lomon fortify'd Zeruſalem with a treble Wall. 

The Lord promiſed, that if he, and the Children of 
[ſrael would walk in his Ordinances, and keep his Com- 
mandments, then would he perform unto them his Pro- 
miſe, which he made to David, That he would eſtabliſh 
his Kingdom for ever, and that he would dwell amongſt 
the Children of Hrael, and would not forſake them, | 

Now was the Arb of the Lord brought from Zion, the 


City of David, and placed in the Temple. 


Sclomon grew ſo famous, that a Report of him went o- 
ver all the Land; the Queen of Sheba, hearing of his 
Fame, came to ſee the Wiſdom of Solomon, which ſhe could 
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not credit, till ſhe had made Proof by her coming; ſo ſle 
preſented the King with rich and precious Gitts. 

For he had a thouſand Wives and Concubines, many 
of which were Idolaters, and cauſed him to commit the 
like Sin; they were ſuch of whom the Lord gave an Hint 
unto the Children of HVael, ſaying, Go not ye into then, 
nor let them come into you, for ſurely they will turn you 
Hearts after their Gods, So that his Heart was not per- 
fect with the Lord his God, as was the Heart of David 
his Father; and for this his Wickedneſs, the Lord railcd 
up Adverſaries againſt him, (for che Lord leaves not Sin 
unpuniſhed in the greateſt) he ſtirred up Hadad the E- 
domite, of the King of Edom's Stock. God reſerved him 
(that he was not ſlain by David when all the Males of that 
Country were put to Death) though an Idolater, to be a] 
Scourge to puniſh his People's Sins. The Lord brought 
this Hadad to ſuch high Honour, that he married Pharao/'s 
Wife's Siſter. The Lord alſo raiſed Rezon the Son of 
Eliadah, for another Scourge againſt him, ſaying, becauſe I 
of the Wickedneſs that thou haſt committed, I will rent 
the Kingdom from thee, and will give ten Tribes to 7ero- } 
boam the Son of Nebat, (who lifted up his Hand alto a- 
gainſt the King) but he ſhall have one Tribe. for my Ser- 
vant David's Sake, and fer Jeruſalem, the City which J 
have choſen out of all the Tribes of Iſrael, becauſe they have 
forſaken me, and have worſhipp2d ſtrange Gods, and bave 
not walked in my Ways, as did David his Father. But, 
faith the Lord, I will not take the whole Kingdom out 
of his Hands, Herein the Lord had reſpe& unto the 
Meſſiah, which ſhould be the bright Star, which ſhould 
ſhine throughout all the World. 

Not long after King Solomon died, when he had reig- 
ned over {/rael forty Years; fo he was buried in the Ci- 
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of David his Father, and Rehoboam his Son by Naomi, 
Ammoniteſs, reigned in his Stead ; who had under his 
Dominion the leaſt Part, the two Tribes of Judah and 
W-1jamin. This flouriſhing Kingdom fell to Decay, be- 
Ig divided, Part under Re hoboam, and Part under Jerobo- 
u, which were before all but one People, and now by 
e juſt Puniſhment of the Almighty were made two; 
W hereof 7udah and Benjamin clave to Rehoboam, and this 


as called the Kingdom of Judah; and the other ten 
ea Wribes held with Jeroboam, and this was called the Aing- 
Sin of Tjrael. 


ſtened to the young Men, that had been brought up with 
Wim, which cauſed the People to be inveterate againſt him. 
W:roboam alſo fell to Idolatry, by ſetting up two golden 


ea 
zht es, and making a Religion to fit his Appetite. And 
hs :cauſe he would the more bind the People's Devotion ta 


of s Idolatry, he erected a new Holiday, beſides thoſe which 
iſe e Lord had appointed in the Law: For theſe Offences 
nt > was repreſented by a Man of God, ſent on purpoſe to 
0 MW Wait on him, in Bethel, the Reſidence of his Idolatrous 
a. ales, and his Altar dedicated to them. But he was fo 
„er from liſtening to him, that he would have laid violent 
Hands upon the Lord's Prophet. But as he ſtretched 
ve orth his Hand againit him, it dried up, ſo that he could not 
ve pull it in again untochim, Then the King intreated the 
it, Prophet to pray to the Lord for him, that his Hand might 
ut e reltored, and it was ſo. He, like other wicked Men, 
1e umbled himſelf for a Time, when he felt the Judgment 
d God upon him; but afterwards he returned to his old 


lalice, thereby declaring his Hypocriſy. 
After this, he ſent his Wife in a Diſguiſe to Shiloh, to 
701jah the Prophet; but the Lord poſſeſſed the Prophet 


Rehoboam forſook the Counſel of the Ancients, and 
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of her Craft, and bad her tell Zeroboam, Thus faith thi 
Lord God of Jyrael, For as much as Have exalted the 
from among the People, and have made thee Prince ove 
my People Iſrael, and have rent the Kingdom away jron thy 
Houſe of David, and have given it thee, and thou ha nv 
been qs my Servant David, which kept my Commandments, 
but haſt done Evil above all that were before thee, (fx 
thou haſt gone and made thee other Gods, and molten Ima 
ges, to provoke me, and haſt caſt me behind thy Back) there 
fore behold, I will bring Evil upon the Houſe of Jeroboam, 
and will cut off from him that piſſeth againſt the Mull, & 
A heavy Deſtruction! He alſo threatned the People tho 
it was the King, that made them to fin ſo as the Peopl: 
ſhall not be excuſed when they do Evil at the Command. 
ment of their Governours ; for he threatned that he would 
give Iſrael up; and the Lord ſhall ſmite J/rael, as whel 
a Reed is ſhaken in the Water, and he ſhall weed //rat 
out of this good Land, which he gase to their Fathers. 
Thus the Lord's heavy Hand was againſt Feroboam and 
the People of //rael, to their Deſtruction. 

Re hoboam, who reigned in Judah and Feruſalem (the 
City, which the Lord did chuſe out of all the | ribes ot 
Tjracl to put his Name there) wroughtWickedneis alſo i 
the Sight of the Lord, ſo that the Lord was provoked i 
Wrath, who did according to all the Abominations of the 
Nations, wherefore that Place was puniſhed by Chi/hat 
King of Egypt. The Lord alſo Hortened Rehoboan's Þ 
Life that he dy'd, ſo Abijam inherited his Father's King: 
dom and his Vices. He ſet up his Son after him, whoſe 
Name was 4/a, ſignifying a Phyſician. His Character is 
That he did that which was right in the Sight of the 
Lord, and removed the Idols, that his Father had made. 
He had the Gout in his Feet, yer be ſinned againſt God, 
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jn putting his Truſt rather in the Phyſician than in the 
Lord; for it is in vain to ſeek unto the Phyſicians, except 
we fir look unto God, who is the true Phyſician both of 
21 Soul and Body, to purge our Sins, the chief Cayles of all 
our Diſeaſes ; and after that uſe the Help of Phy ſicians, 
neat as Men, by whom God worketh ; wherefore Aſa dy'd, 
„and Je boſiobat his Son reigned in his Stead. 


th the 
d the 


Over 


In. Jehoſupbat ſignifies T he Lordis Judge: He went through 
ther MW all his Dominions, to inſt ruct his Subjects in the true Wor- 
boam ſhip of God, in every City, ordainiag Judges and Gover- 
A, Ke nours. 
tho The typical Signification of 7e boſup bat | is this : "That as 
cope he by Prayer, and ſounding of Trumpets, and other In- 
10d ſtrumentrs of Muſick, overcame and diſperſed his Enemies, 
vou without drawing his Sword; fo Chri/?, by the Sonnd of 
whet his Word and Doctrine, without drawing any Weapon, 0+ 
Iſral vercame the Enemies of his Church. 
lers. Nadab the Son of peroboam reigned over {/rael: He 
an did Evil in the Sight of the Lord, wherefore the Lord 
ſtirred up Baaſba t the Son of Ahijab againſt him, who ſlew 
(tte bim, and reigned in his Stead, He flew all the Race of 
es of i Jeroboam, and yet all his own ſhort Reign was but very un- 
ſo in fortunate. 
d 10 Where it may be obſer, that the Lord ſtirred up 
F che one Tyrant to be the Puniſhment of another ſor their 
al Wickedneſs; but the Lord ſuffered him not long to reign, 
an's but his Son Elah ſucceeded him; againſt whom Zimri con- 
ing · ſpired, who was his Servant; for being drunk he flew him, 
hoſe and afterwards fat upon the Throne, but God puniſhed 
ris bim, ſo that he reigned only ſeven Days; for being be- 
the ſieged in Tirzah, and finding no Way to eſcape, he burnt 
ade, the King's Palace and himſelf in it. 
rod, 


Then were the People of Iſtdel again divided; for Part 
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followed Tibni the Son of Ginath to make him King, and 
the reſt followed Omrt ; but the People that followed On: 
11 prevailed. mri, his Name fignifieth bitter, or rebel- 

lious ; and yet he did Wickedneſs in God's Sight. And 
after him, Ahab his Son reigned, who was worfe than all 
the reſt :: For he took Jezebel to Wife, by whofe Means 
he fell into all Wickednefs and ſtrange Idolatry, and cru- 
el Perſecution. He was forewarned by the Prophet El. 
Jah of a F amine, that ſhould come upon the Land, but in 
that Famine the Lord promiſed to feed the Prophet mi- 
raculouſſy; and for the ſtrengthening of his Faith, he was 
fed by Ravens. Wicked Ahab counted the Prophet Eli- 
jah a Troubler of ael, for fpeaking to him what the Lord 
had required him to ſpeak : But the Prophet was ſo bold 
as to reply, © I have not tronbled //rael, but thou and thy 
* Father's Houle, in that ye have forſaken the Command- 
* ments of the Lord, and followed Baalim. 

He was courageous enough to reprove wicked Slanders, 
without reſpect of Perſons. Elijah allo defired to make 
Tryal of the Falſhood of the King's Prophets, and to prove 
himſelf obfervant of the Lord: L only (fays he) remain 
< a Prophet of the Lord, but BaaPs Prophets are four 
hundred and fifty Men: Give us therefore two Bullocks, 

let them chuſe one and cut him in Pieces, and lay him 
on the Wood, but put no Fire under: I alſo will pre- 
© pare the other Bullock, and do likewiſe. Then (ſaid 
— he) call on the Name of your God, and J will call on the 
Name of the Lord; and the God, that anſwereth by Fire, 
« Jet him be God. And all the People anſwered, it is well 
* ſpoken,” (See the Story at large ſet forth in Chapter 
the 18th. 
Baal's Prieſts prayed long in vain, and were not heard, 
but were laughed at and derided by. E/ijah. Then E!- 
ja“ prayed, ſaying, * Let it be Known, O Lord, this Day, 
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[ that thou art the God of /7ael, and that IJ am thy Ser- 
« vant. So the Fire fell, and conſumed the Burni-Offer- 


© ing, c. The People ſeeing this great Work wrought, 
cryed out, T he Lord is God, and the falſe Prophets were 
lain. 

This being told Jezebel by King Ahab, ſhe became en- 
raged, and proteſted, ſaying, © The Gods do fo to me, and 
* more alſo, if I make not the Life of Elijah like one of 
their Lives by to morrow this Time.? But by the Pro- 
vidence of the Lord he eſcaped her Hands; for though 
the Wicked rage againſt God's Children, yet he hoideth 
them back, that they cannot execute their Malice at their 
Pleaſure. 

After this, Ahab and Jezebel conſpired together by the 
Practice of falſe Witneſs, and put Naveth to Death, raking 
away his Vineyard from him. But by God's Command, 
Elijah reproved him, ſaying, © Haſt thou killed, and alſo 
taken Poſſeſſion ? In the Place where Dogs licked the 
Blood of Nabot h, ſhall Dogs lick thy Blood alſo? This 
was fulfilled in Joram his Son. The Dogs alſo ſhall eat 
Jezebel by the Wall of 7e7reel. This cauſed ab to hum- 
ble himſelf, and repent; wherefore (it is ſaid) the Lord 
deterred his Judgment for a while. 

After this, Ahab and ehoſaphat the King of Judah, 
joined their Forces againſt the King of 4/4ria, for the 
regaining of Ramoth Gilead, the falſe Prophets perſwad- 


ing them, that they ſhould proſper. Bur Micaiah told 


them truly, what ſhould be the Succeſs of their Enter- 
prize; but they did not liſten to his Words, but to the 
falſe Prophets, and cauſed Micaiah to be ſhut up in Pri- 
ſon, there to be fed with Bread and Water of Aiction, till 
the King returned in Peace. Then ihe Prophet briſkly 
told him, If thou return in Peace, the Lord hath nat * 
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hen by me. 80 they went forward to the Battle, where 
Abab was flain. and brought to Samaria. and then buried; 
and Abaziab his Son reigned in his Stead, and the Dogs 
(as was foretold by the Prophet) licked up Abab's Blood. 
We may here obſerve and l-arn, not to hate the 
Preachers of God's Word, though they do grate upon 
our galled Conſciences. 

To conclude chis Book, 

We may take Notice, how it pleaſed God to puniſh the 
Sins of So/omon in his Son Re hoboam by an Idolater. and 
a I ravtor, and by an HFaybtian Succeſſor, whoſe Daugh- 
ter Soſomon had married. And whilſt he ſerved God, he 
was aſſured againſt the greateſt Kings; but when he tor- 
ſook him, his Dominion was torn aſunder-by his mean- 
eſt Vaſſals. We ſee Nations and Cities, for Idolatry and 
hainous Ottences. are overthrown and recorded as Prece- 
dents to ſucceeding Ages; puniſhed with Famine in Da— 
vid's Lime for Saul and nis bloody Houſe, David, in 
his latter Time ſuff.:.red Afflictions tor Uriah. So'onon | 
had ten 1 ribes of twelve torn from his Son for his Ido— 
latry. Rehboboam was ſpoiled of his Riches and Honour, 
becauſe the People made images, high Places, and Groves 
for falſe Worſhip, and becaule he ſuffered Sodomites in the 
Land. Fereboam was puniſhed, and his Poſterity, for the 
Golden Calves he erected. 7oram had his Son flain by the 
Phiti/tines. and his Bow els torn out for Murder. Aba 
and 7ezebel were lain ; the Blood of the one. and the Bo- 
dy of the other eaten by Dogs, for the falle accuſing and 
killing of Nabeth. 

In the IJ hrone of Fudah there was a Succeſſion and In- 
terchange of good and evil Kings, fo that the Church was 
always exerciſed for their Tryal of Patience and Content; 
and it was ſo ordered by a wiſe God, that the Church 
may nct look for a Heaven upon Earth. 
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** n N this /econd Book of Kings are contained 
| f I \ the Acts of the Kings of Judah and Vfrael, 
| Ps and the Decreaſe of thoſe Kingdoms of 


K. — d J/rael from the Reign of Ahab and Aha- 
214h, who ſucceeded him. unto ihe laſt King Ho/hea, who 
was impriſoned by the King of AHria, and his City Sa- 
maria taken, and the ten Tribes, by the juſt Plague of 
God for their Idolatry and Diſobedience to the Lord, 
vere led into Captivity. 

And it treats of the Acts of the Kings of Judah, from 
the Reign of Tehoram, Son of Feho/aphat, unto Zedetzah, 


who for the Contempt of the Lord's Commandment, and 

of his Prophets, by Famine and other Means, was taken 
by his Enemies, and ſaw his Sons mot cruelly ſlain before 
his Face; then his own Eyes were put out, and for his 


Sins Jeruſalem was burnt, and he with his People led 

Captives into Babylon. Here are ſpecial Examples of 

God's Favour towards the People and Rulers, who obey 
8 3 


> 


«vox eB Bip e. As GA-< „ ” 


86 E x iN WV & 

bis Prieſts and the Prophets, as alſo his Plagues towards 
ſuch as neglect his Miniſters, and diſobey the Lord's 
Commands, 

Ahaziah, the Son of Ahab, began to reign over [/racl 
in Samaria the ſeventeenth Year of 7eho/aphat King of 
Zudah, and he reigned two Years; but he did wickedly 
in the Sight of Cod, provoking him to Wrath by his Ido- 
latry, and following his Father's Steps, ſo that he was 
puniſhed for his Sins divers Ways. 

For, Firſt, The MAoabites rebelled, who were wont to 
pay him Tribute; as alſo he fell from his Window, that 
he ſickened ; in which Judgmem he ſought not the Lord, 
but enquired after Baalzebub, the God of Eltron, whe- 
ther he ſhould recoyer. Ihe Philiſtines who dwelt at E- 
kron wor ſhipped this Image, which figured the God of 
Flies. 

Etjah, the Prophet of the Lord, reproved him for this 
his Idolatry, letting him know, that for this Sin, he ſhould 
not come down from the Bed, on which he lay, but ſhould 
ſurely die. The King hereupon ſent a Commander with 
his fifty Men, to fetch the Prophet to him; but upon 
the Prophet's Prayer, Fire came down from Heaven, and 

devoured them. The like Entertainment had the ſecond 
| Company, that came upon the ſame Meſſage. And the 
third likewiſe was ſent, but being ſomewhat ſtricken with 
the former Judgments ſhewed upon the other two Cap- 
tains and their Men, they fell upon their Knees before 
Elijab, ſaying to him, O Man C God, I pray thee, let 
* my Life, and the Lives of theſe thy fifty Servants be 
precious in thy Sight,” deſiring that they might not die, 
as did the other two and their Companies. So the Pro- 
phet went down with him to the King, and ſaid to him, 
Thus faith the Lord, becauſe thou haſt ſent Meſſengers 
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to inquire of Baalzebub the God of Et-ron, therefore 
« thou thalt not come down from oft the Bed, on which 
thou art gone up, bur ſhalt ſurely die. 

The Prophet Elijah divideth the Waters of Fordan 
with his Cloke ; and he, together with Lliſba, went o- 


yer on dry Land. 
Eliſha ſignifieth the Salvation of God; this Prophet 


was a Type of our Saviour; for as Eliſha was anointed 


Prophet by the Prophet E1ijah, ſo Chri/t was the anoint- 
ed Prieſt of the Father, and as Eliſba did many Works 
of Mercy, and many Miracles to make evident God's 
Mercies, Power and Providence, ſo our Saviour went 
from Place to Place, ſhewing Mercy to the Blind, Lame, 
and Impotent, and working wonderful Miracles, that 
thereby his Doctrine might be made evident to the World, 
and all that truſt in him might be made capable of e eter- 
nal Happineſs. 

The Spirit of Prophecy is given to Eliſba, as it was 
to Eliyab; for God cauſed him to work wonderful 
Things. By his Power he cauſed the bitter Waters to 
become profitable for Man's Ule. As he was going up 
to Bethel, Children, or young Men came forth, and 
mocked him, ſaying ; Go up, thou Bald Head: The Pro- 
phet perceiving their malicious Hearts to be ſet againſt 
the Lord, and his Word, defireth God to take Venze- 
ance of that Injury done to him; ſo two Bears came 
forth out of the Foreſt, and tore ip Pieces two and forty 
of them, 

Jeboram and Fehoſaphat waged War ST Moab, and 
the King of Moab. being worſted, took his eldeſt Son, 
that ſhould have reigned in his Stead, and offered him 
for a Burnt-Offering to his Gods to pacify them, which 
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bar barous Cruelty ſo moved the 7 aelites Hearts with Pi. 
ty, that they left off and departed. 


In the further Courſe of this Hiſtory, we have many 


ſurpriſing Miracles of the Prophet Ei ae A Widow 
of one of the Prophets, which Joſephus ſays was that 
Obadiab, that borrow'd Money to feed the Lord's Pro- 
Pages by fifty in a Cave, was left in Debt ſo deeply, that her 
two Sons were in danger of being ſold to make it good. E. 
 liſha being apprized ot it, cauſed a Pet of Oil, which wes 
all her Subilance, to be ſo multiplied, that by the Sale of 
it the paid her Debt, and had a competent Ettate left out 
of it, 

There dwelt a heſpriable Lady in the City of Shunem, 
in the Tribe of Hachar, who uſed to entertain the good 
Prophet with great Freedom and Plenty. Her Child di- 
ed of a Calenture in Harveſt Time; and, upon pious p- 
plication, Fliſa reſtored him to Lite again. And this 
makes good our Saviour's Words, That he, that receiv- 
eth a Prophet in the Name of a Prophet, ſhall receive 
« a Prophet's Reward.“ Afterwards at Gilgal, when he 
hed provided an Entertainment jor the Sons of the Pro- 
phets, which probably were his Pupils in Divinity, a Ser- 
vant, by a Miſtake, had gathered diſagreeable Herbs for 
the Broth ; they thought they had been poiſoned with it, 
but the good Man rectified the Food by throwing in a 
Handful of Meal. At another Place he fed an hundred 
Men with an inconſiderable Quantity of Proviſion, to 
the Admiration of thoſe that ſerved it. The proud S1r7- 


an General, Naaman by Name, was healed of a foul Le- 


proſy, by waſhing in Jordan ſeven Times, according to 
the Dir cction of Eliſha; tho? at the firſt Motion he re- 
jected the Remedy with Diſdain. For this extraordinary 
Service he was offercd Money, but generouſly refuſed it, 
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However, upon this Occaſion, the Sin of Covetouſneſs 
vas puniſhed Cehazi pretended to ſell the Miracles of 
God, and took Money, Garments, and other Things, 
where he ſhould not, wherefore he was ſtricken with 
Leproſy, and his Family after him. 

When the King of Syria warred againſt 1/rael, Eliſha 
dilcloſetb the King's Intent to the King of {ſrael, at 
which when the King of Sria's Heart was troubled; and 
he wanted to know, how his Counſel ſhould be diſcovered, 
one of ins Servants ſaid, Eliſba the Prophet, that is in 
lirael, telleth even the Words, that thou ſpeakeſt in thy 
private Chamber. The King hereupon ſent an Hoſt, to 
encompaſs him about, 2nd to take him. Yet the Prophet, 
relting aſſured on the divine Help, prayed unto the Lord 
to {mite them with Blindneſs; which was done according- 
y, ſo that they knew not their Way, but went directly to 
Samaria, where, by the Prayer of #1i/ha, their Eyes were 
opened The gentle Intreaty, and the Miracles wrought 
by the Prophet, did more prevail for common Quietneſs, 
than if the Syrians had been overcome in Battle, for they 
returned no more into the Land of Israel. 

Atterwards Jebi the Son of Zehofaphat was anointed 
king over -{rae/ ; 7ehu ſignifies A conjlant Man in him- 
ſelf, he was raiſed up to ſmite the Houſe of Ahab; he al- 


ſo lmote Ahaziah King of Judah to death. T his Je hu 
commanded Jezebel to be thrown down headlong, and 


ſprinkled her Blood upon the Wall, and trod her under 


Foot. And this he did by the Motion of the Spirit of 


God, that her Blood ſhould be fpilt, who had ſhed the 
Blood of Innocents, and ſhould herſelf become a Spectacle 
of God's Judgment upon all Tyrants. 

7ehu aiſo cauſed the ſeventy Sons of Ahab to be ſlain; 
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this was done that the Lord's Word might be fulkfille 
which was ſpoken. 

The” Lord well approved of, and rewarded the Zeil 
of 7ehu; yet he departed not from Idolatry, but follow. 
ed the golden Calves that were in Bethel, and in Dan, 
and waiked not upright in the Law of the Lord, and de. 
parted not from the Sins of Jeroboam, which made //rae| 
to ſin. 

The People of Jſrael in thoſe Days falling from God, 
and ſer ving ſtrange Gods, the Lord began to lothe them, 
and to cut them ſhort: So as Hagzael ſmote them in all 
the Coalts of //rael, and Jehu died, and Zeheahaz his Son 
reigned, 

God alſo made uſe of a wicked Woman, Athaiiah, ta 
deſtroy the Poſterity of 7eho/aphat, and of the whole Fa- 
miiy of Ahab, yet Jehoſteha, the Daughter of King Joran, 
and Siſter to Ahaziah, took Jehoaſh the Son of Ahaziah, 
and ſtole him from amongſt the King's Sons, that ſhould 
be flain, and he afterwards was made King with great 
Jriumph. 

Fehoiada maketh Proviſion for repairing of the Tem- 
ple; for it was much out of order, partly by the Negli- 
gence of his Predeceſſors, and partly by the Wickednels 
of Idolaters. Yet after his Death, the People fell again 
iuto Idolatry. 

Amagiab King of Judah waged War againſt 7500. the 
Son of Zehoahaz, the Son of Jebu, King ot Iſrael, ſaying, 
Come let us look one another in the Face; 1. e. let us fight 
Hand to Hand, and try it by Battle, which ſhall be the 
moſt puiſſant Prince. 


The King ot Ifrael ſent Word back to Amaziab (by 


Way of Parable) ſaying, 7 he T hillle that was in Leba- 
non, ſent tothe Cedar, that was in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy 
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Nez N Panghter to my Son to Wife; and a wild Beaſt, that was 
n Lebanon, went and trod down the Thiſile. By which 
Ze MY Parable it is to be noted, that 7oaſh compareth himſelf 
ow. MW to 2 Cedar Tree, becauſe of his great Kingdom over ten 
an, Tribes; and 4maziah to a Thiſtle. becauſe he ruled o- 
de. Ver two Tribes only; and the wild Beaſt was the Army 
of Joaſb that ſpoiled the capital City of Judah, So Ama- 
2iah was worſted by 7oafh, and about fifteen Years after 
that was put to Death by his own Subjects at Lac hiſb. 
and 4zariah his Son, was made King in his Stead. And 
when Joaſh died, which was ſhortly after this notable 
victory, then Jeroboam his Son ſucceeded him over /rael 
in Samaria, but he fell to Idolatry ; and after him ſuc- 
ceeded Zachariah, who was the fifth and laſt Succeſſor 
of the Houſe of Jehu, and indeed the laſt in Yael, that 
had the Kingdom by Succeſſion, ſave only Petabial the 
Son of Menahem, who reigned but two Years. This Me- 
| xabem, inſtead of ſeeking Help of God, when his Enemies 
came againſt him, went about, by Money, to purchaſe 
the Favour of an Infidel, therefore God forſook him, 
-m- I and his Adverſary, Pu/, the King of 4/ria, ſoon after 
gli- broke his Promiſe, deſtroyed the Country, and led the 
els People away captiye. 
ain In thoſe Days the Lord was angry with the People of 
7udah, and ſent amongſt them Rezin, the King of Syria, 
the and Pelah the Son of "Renlaliak which ſlew of 7udah, in 
ng, ene Day, ſix ſcore thouſand fighting Men, becauſe they 
ght bad forſaken the true God. Rezin and Pelah marched up 
the againſt Jeruſalem, and beſieged Aba, but could not over- 
come him; for the Lord preſerved that City and the Peo- 
(by pee therein for his Promiſe ſake made to David; it was 
ba- not for any Thing of Merit in the King, for he was 
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wicked, and yet of bim proceeded a godly Son, who ſue. 
ceeded him, namely Hezetiah. 


Here we may take notice, that Idolatry was the Cauſe 


of the Calamities of the People of Jſrael, and of their per. 
perual Captivity. And this ought to be an Admonitivn 
to all People and Nations, to cleave to the Lord ther 
God, and only to worſhip him; not to follow ſtrange 
Gods for fear of the like Judgments. Ihe Lord was 0 
wrath with them, that he put them out of his Sight, and 
none were left, but the Tribe ot Judah only. And thus 
was the Seed of /rael cait off, and afflicted by the Bands 
of Spoilers and Strangers, even Peopie from Babel and 
Cuthah, and other Parts, who were placed in the Cities 
of Samaria. inſtead of the Children of //rael. Theſe 
People fo placed ſer ved not the Lord, whereot, leſt they 
ſhould blaſpheme, as though there were no God, becauſe 
he only chaſtiſed the //raertes for their Sins; he ſhewed 
his mighty Power by ſending Lions amongſt them, which 
flew them; for that every one fell to Idolatry, worſhip: 
ing the God which they fancied. 

Now to return to the People of Judah; Fiezektah, the 
Son of 4haz, was their King, who was a good King, 
and did uprightly in the Sight of the Lord; for he brake 
down the Images, and truſted only in the Lord God of 
Iſrael, fo that after him was none like him, of all the 
Kings of Judah, and he proſpered in all that he took 
in Band. In his Days Rabſhabeb, with a great Holt, 
was ſent from Myria againſt Feruſalem : This Rab/hateh 
ſent to Hezekiah, laying, T hus ſaith the great King, the 
King of Aria What Confidence is this, wherein thou 
truſieſt? becauſe Hezekiah's Power was at that Time 
but very ſmall: So highly do the Wicked in their Pro- 
ſperity flatter themſelves, But 7aiah, the Son of Ames, 
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by the Mouth of the Lord comforteth Hezetiah. and pro- 
miſeth him Victory. Hezekiah beſought the Lord. (as 
the trueſt Refuge and Succour in all Dangers) deſiring 
him not to ſuffer his Name to be blaſphe med. The Lord 
heard him, and ſent forth his Angel, and ſmete, in the 
Camp of the Afſyrtans, an hundred fourſcore and five thou- 
ſand, ſo that when they aroſe in the Morning, behold, they 
were all dead Carcaſes. 

After, as this King of Afjria was at his ſuperſtitious 
Devotion, Adrammelech and Sharezer his Sons, flew 
him. Here we obſerve God's juſt Judgment upon him 
for his Blaſphemy, that he ſhould be ſlain before the l- 
dol, whom he preferred before the living God, and by 
thoſe Hands alſo, whereby, according to the Laws of Na- 
ture, he ought to have been defended. Here is alſo ſeen 
the Love, that God beareth towards his Church, ia that 
he would not ſuffer it to be deſtroyed; ſhortly after Heze- 
tiab ſickned, and died, and Manaſſeh his Son W in 
his Stead. 

Manaſſeh did Evil in God's Sight, and reſtored Idolatry. 
Here we obſerve, that a godly Father may have a wicked 
Son; whereby it appears, that true Grace is the Gift of 
God, and comes not by deſcent. Hereupon the Lord 
threatned Judgments upon the People of Zudah and Je- 
ruſalem, to their Deſtruction. 

 Manaſſeh allo ſhed innocent Blood; hs 8 Write, 
that he flew Jſuiab the Prophet, who was his Father- in- 
Law. Phe Lord took him away, and Amon his Son reigu- 
ed in his Stead, who followed his Father's Steps. His Ser- 
vants conſpired againſt him, and flew him in his own 
Houſe; the People flew the Murderer, and made 70% ah 
King in his Stead, 


This Je was a good King, who did uprightly in 
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the Sight of the Lord; he was young, as being but eight 
Years of Age when he began to reign; he repaired the 
Temple of the Lord, and was zealous of God's Glory 
by aboliſhing Idolatry, and reſtoriog the true Worſhip 
of God, EY 

The Name yeah ſignifies, the Fire of the Lord. li 
the laſt Year of his Reign, he went with an Army to Me. 
giddo againſt Pharaoh Necho. King of Egypt, where he 
was flain with an Arrow, about the thirty ninth Year of 
his Age. 8 | 

Hilkiah the high Prieſt found the Book of the Lay 

hid ia the Houſe of the Lord; this Book was the Copy, 
that Moſes left, which was loft either by the Negligence 
of the Prieſts in fore Time, or elfe aboliſhed by the ido- 
latrous Kings. So the King fent to Huldah the Prophe- 
tefs, to enquire of her the Lo/d's Pleaſure concerning the 
Book. She made knewn, That the Lord's Wrath was 
kindled againſt the People, becauſe they had forſaken the 
Lord, and ſer ved ſtrange Gods; and that the Words in 
that Book ſhould come to paſs ; but becauſe the King had 
heard the Words of the Bok, and humbled his Heart 
before the Lord, he ſhould die in Peace, and his Eyes 
ſhould not fee the Evil, which the Lord would bring up- 
on the Feople. | | 

| this being certified to the King, he cauſed all the 
People in Fudah and Jeruſulem, to aſſemble themſelves 
together, neither young nor old were exempted ; and the 
Book was read in their Ears, that ſo every one might learn 
to avoid thoſe Puniſhment therein denounced, by ſerving 
the Lord aright. So the King made a Covenaut with the 
Lord, and the People reſolved to ſtand to it, that they 
ſhould walk after the Lord, and keep his Commandments, 
and his Teſtimonies, and his Statutes with all their Hearts. 
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The King put forward the Work of the Lord and put 
down the Idols, killed the falſe Prophets. took away the 
Abominations, that pertained to the Children of //rael, 
and compelled all to ſerve God. > 

For, as he had the Charge over all, and knew, that he 
muſt give an Account, and anſwer for all, to he thought 
it his Duty to ſee, that all ſhould make Profeſſion of the 
Word of God. 7o/ah alſo kept a Paſſover unto the Lord 
in Jeruſalem, and appointed the Prieſts to their Charge, 
and encouraged them to their Ser vice, and they were or- 
dered not ouly to miniſter in the Temple, but to initrut 
the People in the Word of God. 

Yet for all this, 7e/tah tailed in not liſtening unto Ve- 
cho, but gave Battle againſt him, and was lain at Megiddo, 
and the People made 7ehoahaz his Son King over Judah 
and Feruſalem. He did that, which was wicked in the 
Sight of the Lord, and fell from the true eitablith'd Reli- 
gion, which caufed God not to turn from the Fierceneſs. 
of his Wrath againſt them, Having made a Covenant not 
long before with the Lord, and not performing it, this King 
Zehoahaz proſpered not; for within three Months after 
the Death of 7a, the Plagues threatned, began againſt 
Jeruſalem, which Huldah the Propheteſs foretold; for 
Pharaoh King of Egypt went up againſt him to Feruſalem, 
took him Priſoner, and Eliatim the Son of Fo/tah was 
made King, and he turned his Name to 7ehoratim, and 
took c hon haz away; who when he came to-Zg ypt,died there. 

Zehoiakim became ſubje& to Nebuchaznezzar, and did 
that which was evil in the Sight of the Lord, wherefore 
the Lord ſent againſt him the Cha/deans, and the Ara- 
mites, with great Armies, to deſtroy Judah, according to 
the Word of the Lord, foretold. So it was fulfilled, and 
Jeboiaktim was taken, and led Priſoner towards Babylon, 
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but died by the Way, and Je oiachin was made King. Ne. 
buchadnezzar beſieging the City of Zeru/aiem qe ciachin 
with all his Company, came forth and yielded tbemtenes 
to him. Nebuchadnezzar took them Priſoners, and car. 
tied them Captives into Babylon, 

Thus the Lord uſed theſe wicked Tyrants, to execute 


his juſt Judgments upon his People of 72d, for their In- 


iquity. So the King of Babylon male Mattaniah his 
Uncle King thereof, and changed his Name to Zete41aj, 
This King alfo could not take warning at God's heavy 
Hand, ſo lately ſtretched out againſt the Prince and Peo- 
ple for their Iniquity ; but he alſo did Evil in the Sight of 
the Lord; wheretore the Wrath of God was highly in- 
cenſed againſt Judah and Ferufalem. Zedetiah rebelbd 
againſt the puiſſant King of Babylon: So Nebuchalnezzar 
beſieged Zeru/alem in the ninth Year of this King's Reign, 
who was the laſt King of 7udab, the Siege began in Win- 
ter, the twenty ſeventh of December, which Day the Jes 
{till obſerve as a faſting Day. It was beſieged ſo long till 
there was a Famine in the City, raging ſo ſorely, that the 
Women did eat their Children, as we may read, Lamenta- 
tions. 4. 10. The City at lait was taken, and the King 
Zedekiah was brought before the King of Babylon, where 
he was condemned; they put out his Eyes, and bound 
him in Chains, and carried him to Babylon. His Sons 
were ſlain before him, and all the People were carried a: 
way Captives to Babylon, tor their Abominations. and con- 


temning of the Prophets. God's Judgments were a long 


Time deferred, before he ſmote Judah and Fer u/alem; 
for he ſent to them by his Meſſengers, rifing up early, 


for he had Compaſſion upon his People, but they mocked 


the Meſſengers of the Lord, and deſpiſed his Word, and 
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miſuſed his Prophets, till the Lord would no longer ſuller 
their Sins, but came againſt them with a heavy Hand. 
Feruſalem was ſtiled the holy City, and the T hrone of 
Cod, ſeated on and near Mount Zion; it was unconquered 
by 79/bua, but ſubdued by David. He built there an Al- 
tar, and Solomon his beautiful Temple, where was the 
chief Place for the Worſhip of God. Here may be ſecn 
the Judgment of God upon the People of Yael, how he 
plagued the ten Tribes, ſending them into a ſevere Capti— 
vity, for their Idolatry and Diſobedience. We ſee the uug- 
meats alſo, that befel the King's People of Jud and Je- 
ruſalem, for their Contempt of the Word of God: err 
ſalem was deſtroyed, the King enſlaved, and the People 
led away Captives. | 
Feruſalem was that great City of the Lord, built at firit 
by Melchiſedec, or Shem, Prince and Prieſt of Sa em, in 
the Country of the 7ebufetes, ſtrongly ſeated on Mount 
Sion, and it continued unconquered for four hundred 
Years after the Entrance of the Children of ae (He- 


iin and 7Foſephus.) 


When David attempted it, the People thereof preſu— 
med ſo much upon the Strength of the Place, that they 
told him, their Blind and their Lame could defend it a— 
gaiuſt him; but David, by the Valour of cab, that cou- 
ragious Leader, gained it, and made it the Seat- royal of 
the Kings of Judah: And it was afterwards deſtroyed by 
that great Monarch /Vebuchadnezzar by Fire. 

This is that glorious Place, where the Jerd was ſo much 
worthipped, ſo much praiſed, as ſet forth in Scripture; 
and it was rebuilt after the Return of the Jews from the 
Babyloman Captivity ; yet with ſuch Oppoſition of the 
Samaritans, that the Workmen were forced to hold their 
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Swords in one Hand, and their Tools in the other, to re. 


pulſe the Violence of the Idolatrous Enemy. 
When they were carried into Babylon, they lived there 


in Exile ſeventy Years; after which Time Cyrus, the 
King of the Perfrans, permitted them to return home 
to their own Country, and to re-edify their City 2nd 
Tempie. 
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The firſt and ſecond Books of 
CHRONIC ERLE £ 


KNM HES E BOOKS contain a Hiſtory from 


. the Beginning of the Kingdoms of Vyrael: 


i * IN which in effect is comprehended in the two 


. n Books of the Kings, even from the Reign of 


Solomon to the Deſtruction of the Temple of Feruſalem, 
and the carrying away of the People Captives into Babylon. 
Wherefore I have made mention thereof often in the 
Books of the Kings, as being Hiſtories depending one up- 


on the other, one giving more light to the other in ſeve- 


ral Particulars, and many Things are herein ſat forth 
more copiouſly than in the two Books of the Kings. 
The Ancients called this Book Para/ipomenon, which 
importeth ſome Things omitted, to wit, in the Books of 
the Kings, and the Jews uſed to comprehend both the 
Books of Kings and Chronicles in one; but the Grecians, 
becauſe of the Length thereof, divided them into two. 
In theſe Books is contained an excellent Hiſtory, even 


from Adam to the Return from the Captivity of Babylon: 


But we muſt know, that thoſe Books ſo often mentioned in 
H 2 
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the Kings of Zudah and Iſrael, which, at large, do ſet 
forth the Story of both thoſe Kingdoms, are not theſe 
two, for they were loſt, and theſe are but a Kind of an 
Abridgement of them, gathered by Ezra, as the Fews do 
obſerye, and write. 

[n the firſt Book of Chronicles is a brief Rehearſal of 
the Children of Adam down to Abraham, 1/aac, Jacob, 
and the Patriarchs of Judah. Herein is ſet forth at large 
the ſurprizng Reign of David, becauſe from him the 
Meſſiah was to come according to the Fleſh, ſo that his 
Acts are more amply ſet down here than in the Books of 
Kings. both concerning his crvz/ Government, and Care in 
ſettling the true Religion upon a right Foundation. And 
in the latter End is ſhewed, how he rejoyced and magnifi- 
ed the Lord for his wonderful and frequent good Succeſs, 

In the ſecond of the Chronicles is recorded a Continu- 
ation of the heavenly Hiſtory, from Solomon to the De- 
ſtruction and rebuilding of Jeruſnlem: Wherein we may 
ſee who were godly Kings, and who were vicious. The 
godly Kings, when they ſaw the Lord*s Threatnings de- 
nounced againſt their Country for Sin, ſought unto the 
Lord, and having Recourſe unto him by their __ Pray- 
ers and Supplications, were heard. 

We may alſo in this Book take Notice, bow the * 
Kings loved the Prophets of God, and were for ward to 
ſet forth his Worſhip throughout all their Dominions: 
and contrariwiſe, how the wicked Kings hated and perſe- 


cuted the Prophets, and fer up Idolatry, ſerving the Lord 


according to their own Fancies and vile Inclinations. 
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t . <3 Z RA, or E/dras, was confeſſedly the Au- 

2 > S thor of this Book, He was a very learned and 
2 holy Man of the Family of Aaron, and of 
kx * * the ine of that Serazah, whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar ſlew at the Burning of Jeruſalem and the Temple. 
His Name is venerable to this Day, as the great Reformer 

of the Text and Method of the Holy Scriptures, and of 
the diſorder'd State of Religion among the Fews in his 
Time. His Book contains the Hiſtory of their Affairs, 
for about the Space of 145 Years, ig from the firſt Year 
of Cyrus over all Aſia, to the twentieth of Artaxeræes 
Mnemon, under whom he received his full Power, to re- 
form, puniſh, and ſettle all Affairs, according to his own 
Diſcretion. This he managed for thirteen Years, till 
Nehbemiah was commiſſion'd from the Perſian Court, to 
ſucceed him in the ſame Work. His Name ſignifies the 
Helper. 

In this Book we have an Account of the Return of the 
People from Babylon. For, after the Lord had viſited 
the 7ews, and kept them in Bondage for the Space of ſe- 
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venty Years in a ſtrange Country, amongſt Infidels, and 
| ſuch as knew not God, he was pleaſed to remember his 
tender Mercy; as it was propheſy'd by Jeremiah, that 
they ſhould be in Captivity ſo long, which Term he cal- 
led the Sabbath, or Reſt of the Lord. And then the Lord 
ſtirred up the Spirit of Cyrus King of Perſia, that he made 
a Proclamation throughout all his Kingdom, and alſo by 
writing, ſaying, * Thus faith Crus of Perſia, the Lord 
God of Heaven hath given me all the Kingdoms of the 
Earth, and he hath commanded me to build him an Houſe 
in 7eruſulem, which is in Judah. Who is here amongſt 
you of all his People, with whom his God is? Let them 
© go up to Feru/alem, and build the Houſe of the Lord 
God of Jae: he is the God, which is in Ferufalem.” 
Thus the Lord was pleaſed, for his own Name's Sake, to 
raiſe them up a Deliverer; yea, he moved the Heart of 
Cyrus to pity them, that if any through Poverty were not 
able to return, his Commiſſion was, that he ſhould be fur- 
niſhed with Neceſſaries; ſo they roſe up, whom the Spi- 
Tit of the Lord had ſtirred, and went to build the Houſe 
of the Lord in Jeruſalem. They did not go empty hand- 
ed neither; for the Babylonians and Chaldeans gave them 
Veſſels of Silyer, Gold, and precious Things, beſides what 
was willingly offered: Thus rather than the Children of 
God ſhould want for their Neceſſaries, the Tora ſtir red up 
the very Hearts of the Inſidels to help them. F 
King Cyrus alfo reſtored the Veſlels of Silver and Gold 
which Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of Zeru/alem, even 
thirty Baſons of Gold, a thouſand Baſons of Silver, and 
twenty nine Knives: which Knives were for the Slaughter 
of ſuch Beaſts, as were for the Sacrifice. Thus the 
Lord was pleaſed wonderfully to work for the good of 
his Church 
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Zerubbabel was one of the chief Captains. chat brought 
them up out of Captivity. 
returned with him, amounting to two and forty thouſand 
three hundred and threeſcore. that went up, beſides their 
Servants, and Maids, of whom were ſeven thouſand three 
hundred and ſeven and thirty, beſides thoſe who returned 
with Ezra; being arrived there, the People offer treely 
for the Houſe of the Lord, 

Then built they an Altar unto the Lord, and offered 
thereupon, and put forward for the building of the Tem- 
ple. and ſung Praiſes unto the Lord. But the inhabitants 
of Samaria, whom the King of 4ſyria had placed there 
in the Stead of the ten Tribes, came to Zerubbabel, and to 
the chief Fathers, and ſaid unto them. We will build 
* with you, for we ſeek the Lord your God as ye do, and 
«4 we have ſacrificed unto him ſince the lime of Efar- 
* Haddon, King of ur, which brought us up hither.” 
Theſe People profeſſed God, but worthipped Idols, and 
thereforewere the greateſt Enemies tothe Ser vice of God; 
ſo that the Deſign of theſe People was to have erected /- 
dolatry inſtead of the true Religion: But being not ſuffe- 
red to join with the People of 7udah, they diſcouraged the 
Work, what in them lay. And in the Reign of 4ha/uerus 
(who was alſo called Artaxerxes) they wrote an Accuſation 
againſt the Inhabitants of Zudah and Zerufalem ; whereby 
the building was put ta ſome Stand. 
Work went on as- by the Appointment of the Lord, and 
by the Command of Cyrus, and Darius, and was finiſhed 
in the ſixth Year of the Reign of this King Darius, and 
the People kept the Dedication of it with great Joy. 

After the finiſhing whereof, they choſe them Gover- 
nors out of the Princes of the Houſe of David ; Zerub- 


babel was the firit, and Joannes Hircanus the aſt Gover- 
H 4 


The Number of thoſe, that 


But at length the 
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nor of Fudah, who deſcended from the Stock of David. 

In the Reign of Artaxerxes Mnemon, King of Perſia, 
Tera came to Jeruſalem; be was a Jew of the Family of 
Aaron, who came up in the ſixth Year of King Darius, 
and had Commiſion of Power from the King, to relleve all 
Things accordiug to the Word ot God, and to puniſh 
them, who reſiſted, and would not obey. 

In the eighth Chapter is ſet forth the Number of them, 
that returned with the Prophet Ezra to Feruſalem; as 
alſo how, tho” their Journey was full of Danger, yet the 
Lord deliyered, and preſerved them. 

The People being returned, had made Marriages with 
the Gentiles, which was contrary to the Law of God, of 
which Ezra complaineth. | 
For the Law was, Thou ſhalt not make Marriages 
with them (the Gentiles) neither give thy Daughter 
* unto his Son, nor take his Daughter unto thy Son.“ For 
this Offence Lara pray eth unto the Lord, acknowledging 
the Tranſgreſſion. J he People likewiſe repent, and turn 
unto the Lord. and put away the ſtrange Wives, which 
they had married contrary to the Law of God. The 7 
raelites now had a Care io eſtabliſh the true Religion, 
and were thankful to the Lord after their Return, as we 
all ovght, for his great Benefits vouchſafed unto us. 
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WN EHE MIA H the Prophet, Author of 
XX this Book, was one of the Captive Tews re- 
ſiding in Shuſban, and Cup-bearer to Ar- 3 
*. MMM  taxerxes Long imanus, Which, as it was a 0p 
Place of great Honour in the Petſian Court, fo it gave 71 
him a fair Opportunity, by being daily in the King's Pre- 
ſence, to work himſelf by Degrees into his Favour, 'till 
he could preſent his Petition in behalf of his diſtreſſed 
Countrymen. Ezra had aiready ſettled the Temple, and 
the Affairs of Divine Service; and now Nehemiah's 
Commiſſion was to rebuild the Z/al's, and the City, and 
fully to ſettle the Matter of Genealagies, and of the Civil 
Government. He was a Man of an admirable Character 
for Holineſs of life, Zeal to his Religion, and Love to his 
Country: Beſides that, his undaunted Courage in proſecut- 4 
ing his Charge, made him formidable, tho? hateful, to his bl 
Idolatrous Enemies, who wanted to be ſettled in that ſweet bl 
City of God. | | 
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The Lord, for the Benefit and Honour of his Church, 
was pleaſed to raiſe up divers excellent Men for the 
Preſervation of his People, after their Return from Baby- 


lon, to be as ſo many Lights, to guide them in the true 


Fear of the Lord. Hereupon we ſee, that Zerubbabel was 
ſent to be the People's Conductor, or Captain, to bring 
them home after their long Captivity; ſo Ezra was alſo 
raiſed for reforming of Things, that were amiſs, and for 
the better planting Religion. And here, in this Book, 
we are informed how the Lord raiſed up Nevemah. a 
godly man, and one that feared the Lord, and «ne in 
great favour with King Darius, and one that prayed hear- 
tily for the good of his Country, as will appear by his 
Prayer and by the Lamentation they made for the Miſeries 
of the People, as alſo by his earneſt Application and inter- 
ceding with the King to give them Relief. 
 Nebemiah ſiguiſies, T he Conſolation of God: And was a 


Type of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; tor as Nehemiah was a. 


Comfort unto the diſperſed Zews, in that he was ſent to 
reſtore them into their own Country, and to rebuild 7ery- 
ſalem, ſo Chriſt, our Saviour and Comforter, was ſent by 
his Father from that everlaſting "Throne of Heaven to 


| refreſh and comfort us by his Doctrine, and to gather the 
_ diſperſed Members of his Church into one Communion, 


that ſo he might bring them into that heavenly Zeruſalem, 
which he hath built, and where he hath prepared a Place 
for us. 
Nehemiah preſſed forward the Work of the Repairing 
of the Temple; but Sanballat and Z obiah were great 
Enemies to the ers, and la boured both by Force and 
Subtilty, to overcome and diſappoint them. The Lord 
was pleaſed' to raiſe them up domeſtical Enemies, and 
to exerciſe them under the Croſs, that they might not 


N 
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reſt on Things here below, but look up unto him, Yer 
in Spight of all their malicious Oppoſitions, Nehemiah, 
being at Jeruſalem, did ſet forward the Work of the Lord 
in repairing the Temple, and in building the Walls, ſay- 
ing, Come, let us build the Wallis of Feruſalem, that toe be 
no more a Reproach, viz. That we be no longer con- 
temned of other Nations, as though the Lord had for- 
ſaken us. The People hereat were encouraged in ſo wor- 
thy an Enterprize; but Sanballat, Tobiab, and Geſhem, 
who were all three chief Officers under the King of Per- 


fra, deſpiſed them, and taunted at them, ſaying, hat 


thing is this, that ye do? Will ye rebel againſt the King ? 

Theie were the great Enemies of the Zews, who much 
laboured both by Force and Subtilty, to overcome them. 
And Tobiah, becauſe his Wife was a Zeweſs, had always 
ſome Intelligence from her of their Affairs, whereby the 
more Trouble was wrought againſt them. And thus by 


. laying Treaſon to their Charge, they endeavoured to 


make them as odious to the World as was poſlible, and 
to ſtir up the Prince's Wrath againſt them. But Nehe- 
miah anſwered them, The God of Heaven, be will proſper 
us, and we his Servants will riſe up and build; but as for 
you, ye have no Portion, nor Right, nor Memorial in Feru- 
ſalem. They were not of the Number of the Children of 
God, to whom he had appointed this City only: nei- 
ther did any of their Predeceſſors ever fear the Lord. 
Hereby we ſee how the Devil and his Inſtruments are 
lying in wait to hinder all pious and virtuous Enterpri— 
zes. But the Prophet Nehemiah encouraged the People 
to go forward in the Work, notwithſtanding all Dan- 


gers that might threaten them; aſſuring them at the 


ſame time, that God is ever at Hand to deliver his Child- 
ren out of Adverſity. In this mighty Undertaking they 
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were forced to work with their Tools in one Hand, 


and their Swords ready in the other, for fear of an At- 
tack. 

Afterwards the People fell to murmuring, being under 
fevere Poverty and Hardſhip, but the Prophet Nehemiah 
appeaſed them, by“ generouſly reſigning his own Dues, 
Which were appointed him, as their Governor. 

Sanballat and Geſbem ſent to Nehemiah, that they might 
treat together ; but the Prophet, well knowing that they 
intended Miſchief againſt him, would not hiten to them, 
nor commit himſelf into the Hands of ſuch wicked Con- 
trivers. Then ſent they unto him, letting him to under- 
ſtand, that they were informed, he had an Intent to rebel, 
or which cauſe be built a Wall, tally alſo charging him, 
that he had bribed and ſet up fa//e Prophets, to make him- 

elf King, thereby to defraud the King of Perſia of that 
Subjection which was due to him Nehemiah had a brave and 
SS Spirit, otherwiſe the Plots and Practices ot his 


Enemies would have daunted him; but he knew he had a 


good Cauſe, and a good God, 

The falſe Prophet Shemeiah alſo would have enſnared 
Nehemiah, by enticing him to go apart into the Temple, 
fo ſeek the Lord; letting him know, that Sanballat and o- 
thers would come upon him by Night to take away his 
Life. But Nehemiah replied, Should ſuch a man as Lee? 
ho is he, being as 1 am. that would go into the Temple to 
ſave his Life © I will not go in. He had a Confidence in 
the Lord, that he was able to deliver him; and he knew 
_ alſo, that if he had liſtened to his Counſel, he ſhould 
have diſcouraged the People. Thus we may take notice, 
how the Church of God hath Enemies within it ſelf, 
which are more dangerous than thoſe, which are profeſ- 
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ſed Enemies without. The Wall being built, the Pro- 
phet Nehemiah appointed a Watch and Ward to be kept. 
Ezra the Scribe, who was prompt in the Law of 
Moſes, gathered the People. together, and brought the 
Law before them, and read it to them in the Streets; 
and the Ears of the People were attentive to it, which 
declared, what Zeal the People had to hear the Word of 
the Almighty ; and he cauſed the People to underſtand 
the Senſe thereof. And when he expounded the Scrip- 
tures unto them, the People greatly rejoyced for the Know- 
ledge of the Word of the Lord, and afterwards aſſem- 
bled themſelves with Faſting and Prayer, repenting them 
of their Sins, and of the Iniquities of their Fathers com- 
mitted aforetime againſt the Lord. And they made a 
Covenant with the Lord to keep his Commaudments; 
and they ſubſcribed thereunto, and endeavoured to put the 
Law of the Lord in Execution. 'They alſo entered into 
2 Curſe and an Oath, to walk in God's Law; to obſerye 
and to do all the Commandments of the Lord, his Judg- 
ments, and his Statutes. | 
Thus we may obſerve, how That Religion, which was 
formerly decayed, was again repaired, as well as the Tem- 
ple and the Walls thereof. In Affliction they promiſed 
to keep Gud's Commands, whereunto they could not be- 
fore be brought by his great Benefits. 

Again in the tenth Chapter, are ſet forth the Names 

of thoſe, who ſealed the Covenant with God. 
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hacks H O might be the Author of this Book is 
A. * W * not determined in the learned World. Mor- 
Jo 22 E decai is ſuppoſed, by ſome, to be the Per- 
. 1 ſon; as being an e ste to the princi- 
pal Tranſactions contained in it. Others again will have 
it to be pennꝰd by Ezra, as it contains an Account of Af- 
fairs within the Compaſs of his own Knowledge, and act- 
ed but a very few Years before his own Hiſtory, and that 
of Nehemiah. However, it bears the Title of £/ther, or 
Hadaſſa, only becauſe the Matte of her Advancement 
was the chief Subject of its Materials. At this Time 
vaſt Numbers of the Zeww:/b People were under Captivity 
to the Perſian Monarchs; and nothing in the World was 
ever a more remarkable Deliverance of the Church of 
God, or brought about by more unlikely, or leſs expect- 
ed Means It is computed to contain the Tranſactions of 
about 18 or 20 Years : And it made ſo great and memo- 
rable an Impreſſion upon the Jews, wat they celebrate 
the annual Commemoration of it win! great ee to 
this Day. 
This Book treats of the Deli Erance of the Jews, with 
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the Means and the Manner of it. King Abaſuerus, upon“ 


ſome extraordinary Solemnity, made a great Feaſt for all 
his Princes, whereunto he required Faſbti the Queen to 
come, that he might ſhew to the Princes and People her 
Beauty, for ſhe was fair to look upon; but ſhe refuſed to 
cone, which caufed the King's Wrath to be kindled againſt 
her. The wiſe Men counſelled the King, that for this 
Cauſe ſhe might be divorced; for by her Diſobedience 
(faid they) ſhe has given an Example to all Woman to do 
the like to their Husbands. Now after fhe was put away, 
certain young Maids were ſent for, and brought before 
the King. But firſt, according to the Cuſtom of that Hea- 
then Country, where there was allowed a Seraglio or 
Houſe of the fair Sex, for the King's Amuſement, when 
ſofter Converſation was more agreeable for the diverting 
of his Majeſty's Cares; Eher was there admitted, in or- 
der to ſuch Purifications, as were uſually preparatory to 
her being preſented to the King. The reſt likewife paſſ- 
ed thro' the ſame Diſcipline; and when this Preparation 
was over, and the Time of their appointed Attendance on 
the King's Preſence was fully come, they were all pre— 
ſented together in the Palace at Shu/han ; and E/ther, a- 
mong the reſt, who had firſt reigned in the extraordina- 
ry Civility of her Eunuch-Keeper, was gazed upon with 
Admiration by all, that then beheld the bright Majeſty, 
which fat in her Countenance. For this elected Maid 
was amazingly beautiful and comely, tho? ſhe was deſcend- 


ed but of mean Parentage; and ſo well ſhe behaved her- 


{elf before the King, that ſhe found Favour in his fight, 
And tho? ſhe was taken away by the cruel Law, from the 
Boſom of her Uncle Mordecai who had brought her up 
as his own Child, yet he ceaſed not to have a fatherly 
Care over her, which cauſed him oftentimes to reſort to 
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the Court to hear of her Welfare, She was the Daugh: 


ter of Abihail, the Uncle of Mordecai, but he had taken 
Her as his own Child, after the Death of her Parents. 
She ſo well behaved herſelf, that the Emperor choſe her 
from amongſt the reſt, and made her his Queen inſtead of 
Vaſbti. 

E/ther and Alma have one Signification, that is a Vir- 
gin or one kept from the Bed of a Man; being a no- 
table Image of the Church, who keepeth herſelf chailte 
and undefiled, avoiding the Society of evil Men. And 
altho* ſhe ſeem to be deſolate, and forſaken in this World, 
yet hath ſhe her Spouſe, her dearly beloved, providing 
for her, even 7eſus Chriſt. 

The diſdainful Queen Vaſbti, may be a fit Type and 
Effigies of this World, not only in reſpe& of her Pride, 


l but of her Exceſs in drinting, the World living in all 


Prodigality and Luxury. Humble Eber, that is the 
Church. is taken up into Dignity, and crowned in that 
everlaſting Kingdom of Heaven 

Of a poor, Woman, was this E/ther thus advanced to 
be the Wite of a mighty King and Emperor, which was, 
by God's Providence, ordered fo as to protect the Jews, 
ber Countrymen, from their intended utter Deſtruction. At 
which time Haman was highly exalted and eſteemed of 
in the Favour of the King, inſomuch, that all the King's 
Servants bowed their Knees to him, and reverenced 
him. 

Haman ſignifies, a rebellious and id Man, one that 
ſtirreth up a Tumult, typically repreſenting the Devil. 


As Haman endeavoured to overthrow, not only all the 


People of the Jeꝛus, but this Queen E/ther alſo; ſo the 


Devil doth not only endeavour to overthrow the whole 
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Church, but (if it were poſſible) the Head of the Church, 
Chri/t Jeſusn. 5 

Mordecai would not ſnew ſuch Reverence to Haman 

as he expected, which vexed his proud Spirit: where- 

fore he ſought to deſt roy both him and the reſt of the 

Fews, Then inſinuating himſelf into the Favour of the 


King, he ſought, by offering the King ten thouſand 


Talents of Silver, to accompliſh his helliſh Deſign. Wick- 
ed Princes never want for fulſome Flatterers, ro miſrepre- 
ſent the honeſt Actions of their virtuous and well-meaning 
Subjects. Whereupon he had (as he thought) his Will of 
the King, and Letters were ſent by Poſts into all the King's 
Provinces, to root cut, to hill, and to deſtroy all the Jews 
both young and old, Children and Women, in one Day. 
Upon which, Mordecai giveth the Queen Notice of this 


_ cruel Decree, that was ſent forth, and had cauſed great 


Sorrow, and Faſting, and Prayer, to be made unto the 
Lord, the Church being in ſuch great and imminent Dan- 
ger. Hereupon E/ther the Queen put on her royal Ap- 
pare], and went to wait on the King, who was ſo much 
taken with her Beauty, that preſently he ſaid unto her, 
FH hat wilt thou, Oueen Eſther ? I bat is thy Reque/t? It 


ſhall be given thee, even to the Half of my Kingdom. She 


deſired, that the King might come to a Banquet, which flie 
had provided; as alſo-ſhe invited Haman. And being 
merry at the Banquet, the King ſaid to Ether, I hat is 
thy Petition, and it ſhall be granted thee? But ſhe, as yet, 
deferred her Requeſt, and Haman waxed the more ainbiti- 
ous and diſdainful, inſomuch, that he cauſed a Gallows to be 
erected, that Mordecai might be hanged thereon, The 
King, upon recolledting the Fidelity of Mordecai, ad vanc- 
ed him to high Dignity and Honour, while at the ſame 
Time Haman thought to have had him hanged. Then 
1 | | 
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the Queen inviteth the King and Haman again, at which 
Banquet the King ſaid ro E/ther. What is thy Petition, 
and it ſhall be given thee ® Whereupon Queen E/ther an- 
ſwerd, ſaying, V/ have found Favour in thy Sight 0 
Kino, tet my Lite be given me at my Petition. and my Peo- 
ple at my Reque/t. for wwe are fold, I and my People, to be 
de ironed to be lain and to perth ; but if we had been ſold 
for Servavts and for Handmaids, I would have held my 
Peace, a tho" the Adverſary could not recompence the King's 
% The King rephed, /Yhat is he, and where is he, 
that prefumeth to do this? The Queen reply'd The Ad- 
verſary and Enemy is this <vicked Haman. At which the 
King vas wroth, and went forth. but Haman ſtood up, 
and made Reque/? ſor his Life to the Queen for his Con- 
ſcience did accule him, thar as he had conſpired the Death 
of Innocents, fo the Vengeance of God was like to fall 


upon him for the fame. So the King gave Commandment, 


that Haman ſhould be hanged cn that Gallows which he 
had prepared for others, and he was accordingly execut-= 
ed, and by this Sacrifice the King's Wrath appealed. Pride 


here had its Fall, and Humility was exalted; for poor 


Mordecai was ever after had in great Eſteem and Favour 
with the King to the /al! Day of his Reign. The King 
alſo revoked the wicked Decree, that was ſent forth for 


the Deſtruction of the Zews for , her's Sake; ſo to the 


Jews there became an Occalion of Joy and Gladneſs, 
The ten Sons of Hamax allo were hanged, and divers o— 
thers put to death, that had conſpired the Deſtruction of 
the Fews, So on the Day, that the Enemies of the Jews 
hoped to have Power over them. it turned quite contrary, 
and the Fews had the Rule over them, that hatcd, and 
would have deſtroyed them, 


This was performed by the great Providence of the 
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Lord, who turneth the Joy of the Wicked into Sorrow, 
and the Tears of the Godly into Gladneſs. 

In this Book we ſee the great Mercies of the Lord ex- 
preſſed towards his Church, who never faileth them in 
their greateſt Dangers; but when ail Hopes of outward 
Mercies fail, he {tirreth up proper Inſtruments, by whom 
he ſendeth Comfort and Deliverance; here is alſo ſet 
forth the Fall of the Ambitious, and the juſt Judgment 
of God upon cruel Perſecutors. 

Thus we have finiſhed a Narrative of the hiſtorical 
Scriptures, as they are contained in the foregoing Books. 

The next Work, that fails into our Hands, will be to 
take ſome Kind of Survey of the darinal, or haginzra- 


phal Books, which lie here together; whereof the ftir{}, 


which is 756, is partly Hiſtorical, and partly dottrinal, 
conſiſting of many ſublime Points of the higheſt Concern- 


ment and Inſtruction to Mankind, intermised with the 


Hiſtory. The others are of a more general Nature, 7. e. 
not Written with ſpecial Regard w any Perſon, as the 
Book of Job is: They are written all, or moſt of 'em, in 
a poetical Stile and Meaſure . But what the Fiebrew Ma- 
fick was, is loſt intirely to us, as well as to the Jets them- 
ſelves, | 


— 
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F H E Title of this Book is 7 O B, becauſe 
it contains the ſurprizing Hiſtory of that 
great and holy Man, both in his Proſpe- 
N rity and Adverſity, and in the Reſtoration 
of his Fo: tune. To omit the various Conjectures, who 
he was, and where he lived, the following is agreed 
upon, as the moſt probable Account. Tg, the firſt 
of that Name; was the Son of Aram, and Grandſon to 
Shem, Gen. 10. 23. This was he, that built the famous 
City of Damaſcus in Syria; and all that Tract of Land, 
which extends from this City to the River Fordan, was 
called La, after his Name as being ſuppoſed to be his Ter- 
ritory. In this Country was 4/htaroth-Karnaim. ſaid to 
be Job's Capital City; and in this Place, St. 7erom ſays, 
Job's Sepulcher was ſhewed in his Time: It is fifty two 
Miles North-Eaſt from Jeruſalem. This Country was ſub- 
ject in Succeſſion of I ime, to E/au and his Poſterity the 
Edomites, or Idumeans, of which Deſcent 7ob was, and 
but five Degrees from Abraham, being that ſame Jobab, 
of whom we read, Gen, 26. 33. that he ſucceeded Bela 
the firſt King of Edom, and was of Bozrah, which is tak- 


F.-Y — 


en for his Birth- place, being the ſecond chief City in the 
Land of Cz, about twenty Miles from Jeruſalem towards 
the North-Eaſt. Now, tho” this great Man was not of 


the ſacred Line of the Church, yet his Character was e- 


qual ro the moſt conſiderable of them all, and demon- 
ſtrates, that the Heathen World are under the peculiar 
Care of Providence as well as the viſible Church. The 
Penman of it was Moſes, and its firſt Deſign was to com- 
fort the Children of {/rae/ under the Severity of their 
Egyptian Bondage. He reigned after his Affliction in 
Edom, ſtill enlarging his Dominions, for the Space of 140 
Years. 

In this Book, Job is ſet forth as an Example of * 
lar Patience, when the Lord permitted Satan to afflit 
him. And, by his Example, we are taught Uprightneſs 


of Life; for he is recorded to be an upright and juſt 


Man, one that feared God, and eſchewed Evil. He was a 
Man, that had great Store of Wealth, /even thouſand Sheep, 
three thouſand Camels, five hundred Yoke of Oxen, and five 
hundred ſhe Aſſes ; he had alſo ſeven Sons, and three 
Daughters, ſo that he was accounted the greateſt of ail 
the Men in the Eaſt. 

Satan had an envious Eye againſt him, and . 
him for an Hypocrite, as though he feared the Lord on- 
ly for the Commodities, which he reaped by him. 
Whereupon the Lord giveth Satan Commiſſion to try and 
prove him, ſaying, All that he hath, is in thine Hand, 
only upon himſelf thou ſhalt not ſtretch forth thine Hand: 
Hereupon Satan tempteth him by taking away firſt his Ser- 
vants, then his Eſtate, afterwards his Children; yet in all 
this he ſhewed Faith and Patience, ſaying, T he Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away ; bleſſed be the Name of 
the Lord. 
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It is obſerved, that Satan could proceed no further in his 
puriſhing Job, than the Lord had limited him, 
Secondly, The Lord gave Satan Permiſſion to afflit 
Job in his Body, fo that his Body became leprous from 


Jop to "Toe, being wonderfully afſlicted with the Sorrow 
of his Diſeaſe. 


7 hirdiy, He was tempted inwardly i in his Mind and 


| Conſcience, by the "Temptations of his Wife, and chief 


Friends. By his Wife, ſaying unto him, Doſt thou con- 
* tinue yet in thy Uprightueſs? Blaſpheme God, and die, 
Yet here was his Faith and Patience, ſaying, Thou ſpealc- 
« eſt like a fooliſh Woman; What, ſhall we receive good at the 
Hand of God, and not Evil?? His Friends alſo were but 
miſerable Comforters, conceiving an evil Opinion of him, 
that he was an Bypocrite, and had no true Fear nor 
"Truſt in the Lord; and their Per ſuaſions and vehement 
Words brought him almoſt to Deſpair, had not the Lord 
protected him; for they ſet forth God as a ſevere Judge, 
and a mortal Enemy to him; who had caſt him off, and 
therefore in vain he, ſhould ſeek to him for Succour: 


Theſe Friends tormented him more than did the Reſt of 
bis 4flictions, and yet, potwithſtanding, he reſiſted them, 


and manifeſted, at laſt, his Holineſs towards God, his 
Uprightneſs towards the World, and his Sobriety towards 
himfelf, Put in all this Tranſaction, the furious Envy of 
the Devil was fully maniſefled in tempting him many 
Ways, before he would reſt ſatisſied of his Conſlancy. 

To cguſed his Wiſe to forſake him, and his own Servants 
10 deſpiſe him; yet for all this, the Lord, at laſt, ſhew ed 
Neicy to him; that as he did permit the Devil to ſmite, 
ſo ihe Lord did heal; and as he had taken away from 
him, ſo he did doubly reflore to him. For whereas be- 
fore his Aſiliction be had ſeven thouſand Sheep, he had 
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now an Increaſe to fourteen Thouſand ; having before, 
three thouſand Camels, he had now ſix thouſand and ſo 
proportionably the reſt of his Stock was increaſed. Yeg, 
the Lord not only made him twice fo rich in worldly 
Vealth. as he was before, but he allo gave him as many 


Children, as he had taken fron him. The Lord gave 


him three Daughters lo fair, that there were none found 


ſo beautiful in the Land: The farit was called Jemima, 


that is, as fair as the Ha; another called Rezzab, ſiꝭ ni- 
fying, ſuck a one as giveth a p#/ea/ant Savo ur: Uhe third 
was called Keren Happuch, ſiguity ing ca/ting forth Rays, 
or Beams. He lived to lee his Child: en flouriſh. and there 
wvere none in all the Land fo fair as the Laughte: / ſob, 
faith the Lext. 

Job, in this Book, doth ſet forth to us the Frailty and 

Brevity of Man's Age; comparing it to the Vaniſbin, of 
a Cloud; to the Swijtneſs of a Weater's Shuttle: to a 
Shadow, that ſoon paſſeth away: to the /ailing of a Ship; 
to a Flower, that ſbooteth forth in the Morning. yet fadeth 
before Night. And he tells us elegantly, that Corruption 
is our Mother, and the Mornis are our Kindred, 
In the Epilogue of 7ob may be obſer ved his Confeſſion 
and his Reſtitution ; ſhewing us the extraordinary Re- 
ward, which God reſerves for his patient and perſevering 
Saints, who have the Grace to humble themſelves with 
Submiſſion under the fiery Trials of Afffiction. 

Job is derived from a * which —— Grieving 
or Mourning. 
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WS Pook of the P/alms is ſet forth unto us 
T F by the Holy Gho/t, wherein all Things are con- 
tained, that appertain to true Felicity, as well in 
this Lite, as in the Life to come, wherein are Prayers and 
Thankſgivings; Prayers, that the Lord would be pleaſed 
to continue his Favours and loving Kindneſs unto us, and 
'Thankſgivings and for his Benefits vouchſafed to us. In 
the P/aims is ſet forth true Joy to thoſe that will Rejoice, 
and the Method how to keep a right Meaſure therein; 
as alſo to comfort the Afflicted, and the Way of a right 
praiſing God in Time of Deliverance. 

The Book is generally called the P/alms of David, or 
Praiſes, or Songs of David becauſe the greateſt Part there- 
of was made by him. In which are ſet open the Riches 

pol true Knowledge, and heavenly Wiſdom to us, that we 
may partake thereof abundantly. Here is alſo manifeſted to 
us the State and Condition of the Godly, and of the Wick- 
ed; the Godly are like unto T rees planted by the Mater 
Side; the Wicked are compared to Chap ſcatter'd before 
the 11nd. | 

Herein | is alſo ſet forth the loving Kindneſs of the Lord 


<2 
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to his People, manifeſting, that neither the Conſpiracy of 


Gentiles, nor Murmurings of the 7ews, nor the Power of 


Kings, can prevail againſt Zeſus Chriſt. 

The Wicked, and the Perſecuters of the Children of 
God, may herein alſo ſee, how the Hand of the Lord is 

always againſt them, and though he ſuffer them to Proſ- 

per for a little While, yet he reſtraineth them ſo, that in 

the End their Deſt ruction is moſt miſerable. 

David Propheſied of Chri/? in theſe Words, T hou wilt 
not leave my Soul in Fell (or the Grave) nor /uffer thy 
Holy one to ſee Corruption. He ſheweth, how the Men of 
this World put their Truſt in worldly Things, but 
the Children of God, put their Truſt in the Lord, and 
hope to ſee the Guodne/s of the Lord in the Land of the 

Living. 

He, that would rejoice, may here in this Book find the 
true Joy, Here we may have moſt preſent Remedies a- 
gainſt all Temptations and Troubles of Mind, and Con- 
ſcience, ſo that if we be well practiſed therein, we may 
be fortified againſt all the dangerous Snares of this Life, 
and may live in the true Fear, and Love of God; and at 
length attain to the incorruptible Crown of Glory, which 
is laid up for all them that Love the coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. Hallelujah. 

A certain Author hath this pious Flight concerning 
the Book of Pſalms: I his Book of P/a/ms is molt excel- 
lent, and much commended, but it exceeds all Praiſes; it 
is much valued, but it excells all Eimation; it is admir- 
ed highly, but it tranſcends all .4dmiration. All holy 
Scriptures are ſweet as the Honey and the Honey- 
comb; but as ſome Honey, ſo this Book of P/a:ms is of a 
ſurpaſſing Sweetneſs and Deliciouſneſs. All Books of 
Scripture are as ſo many Heaps of refined Gold, but this 
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. of the P/a/ms is as the pureſt Gold of Ophir; yea, all the 
Gold in the World is but Dirt to it. All the Scriptures 
ſhine like the glittering Stars in the Firmament; but this 
ſhines a moſt glorious Star of the firſt Magnitude! Tho 
the Prophets are ſometimes quoted by the Holy Ghaſt in 
the New Teſtament. yet out of this Book are computed 
about an hundred Quotatians. Oh! heavenly Treaſure 
of ſpiritual Remedies againſt all Wants, Infirmities, Temp- 
tations, Perſecutions, Diſtreſſes, and even againſt the 
Devil, and Apoſtacy icfelfl! | 
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Pee HE Word Proverb doth fignify a grave and 
notable Sentence, worthy to be kept in Me- 

— 5 mory ; and it alſo repreſents unto us, much 
x W403 uſeful Matter included in a ſhort Saying, 
The great and wonderful Love of the Lord towards his 


; 


{ 


Church, and choſen People, is manifeſted to us in this 


Book. | 
In this Book is declared the Sum and Effect of the whole 
Morality of the holy Scriptures. It was ind.ted by So- 
lomon himſelf, and gathered, and committed to writing by 
his Servants. 

In this ſame Book is happily conveyed unto us true 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding; namely, that the Fear of 
the Lord is the Beginning of Wiſdom: That the Wiſe 
will embrace it, but the Fools deſpiſe it. In this Book we 
are taught good Life and Manners, and to be conſtant in 
the Ways of God; and not to think it enough to enter 


in b 

into them by Fits and Starts, but to make the Ways of 
God our ordinary Work. We may here learn, what 
we are to follow, and what we ought to refuſe; for in 
it is contained Doctrine, and Manners, and ſeveral divine 
Exhortations to both, 

T he nine firſt Chapters are as a Preface to the heeves 

ly Inſt ructions, and are full of grave Sentences, and deep 
Myſteries, to allure the Hearts of Men to the diligent 
reading of the Parables, that follow, which are, left as a 
Jewel to the Church. 
In general here is ſet forth unto us our whole Dury, 
both to God and Man. Here we find an Epitome of the 
Rules of Life, and of Piety, and may know, what we ought 
to do, and what we mult avoid, 
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FCCLESIASTES, 


N CCLESIASTES, or the Preacher, is ſo call- 
2 ed, becauſe Solomon, by Way of Exhortation, 


the Vanities of this World, and to affect no- 


thing but heavenly Bleſſedneſs; ſhewing that Man's true 
Felicity conſiſteth in this, that he is united with God, and 


in his Preſence For Solomon (the good Preacher)declar- 
eth, that no Man ſhould be addicted to any Thing here 
beneath, ſo as to ſet his Heart upon it, becauſe all the 
Things below were Vanity and Emptineſs; but rather, 
that all Men ſhould be inflamed with a Deſire of a heaven- 
ly Life, manifeſling unto us. that the Pleaſures of this 


Life are but falſe and deceitful ; and that Happineſs con- 
ſiſts not in Joy and Mirth, nor in Buildings, nor in Riches, 


nor in Authority, becauſe they are all tranſitory, and 
leave behind them Vexation of Spirit; declaring alſo, that 
the Days of Man are full of Trouble and Sorrow; ſhew- 
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laboureth to inſtruct all Men, how to hate 
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126 ECCLE SI. 4ST EGS. 
ing, that true Wiſdom in the Word of God will preſerve 
us from all Vices 

In this Book alſo is declared unto us, the Murabil ity 
of Times, to convince us, that nothing in this World is 
permanent: Allo it teacheth us not to be grieved, if we 


have not all Things at once, according to our own Deſires, 


and that we can by no Means enjoy them fo long as we 
would with. 
It tells us alfo, that the Day of Death is better than the 
Day of one's Birth; becauſe the one is the Paſſage, or 
Entrance, into Sorrow, and Affliction. That Proſperity 
and adverſity happen indifferently, both to the Godly 
and to the Ungodly. 

That the World doth but deceive its ln by 
making them falſly to conceit, that they ate bleſſed. Here 


we are alſo taught to be charitable and liberal, and to 


whom; that we ought to dedicate our Youth to the Lord, 
So that really in the Main, here is made known to us, 
the Way of Salvation, that ſo we ſhould not be addicted 


to earthly Things, bur heavenly; and to have our Hearts 
inflamed, and lifted up to Heaven; for as much as Man's 


true Felicity confiſteth in this, that he is united to the 
Lord; and conſequently no earthly Thing muſt be ac- 
antes dear to us, but rather rejected and deſpiſed in 
every Senſe, except as they may promote us to that hea- 
venly Treaſure, which is ſure aud permanent, 
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| ES HIS Song, which was compoſed by Solo- 


3 4X EDA mon, is an excellent Song. or Song of 


SE wi Songs; ſo called, becauſe it is the chieteſt 
NN of thoſe one Hundred and hve, which he 
made, as we have mentioned. 

Herein i is ſet forth, a lively Deſcription of the mutu- 
al Love between Chriſt and his Church, under the 
Name of Bride and Brideg room By the Church is under- 
ſtood, every faithful Soul; and the Text compares Chri/? 
the Bridegroom, (as may be ſeen in the firtt Chapter ) 
to the Savour of ſweet Ointment, becauſe ot his gracious 
Benefits towards his. He is alſo compared to the Chariots 
of Pharaoh. I have compared thee, O ! my Love, to a 
Company of Hor es in the Chariots of Pharaob ; becaule , 


of his Power and Strength. The Church alſo compa- 


reth Chriſt to a Bundle of Myrth. 

Chriſt alſo compareth his Church to a Roſe, and a 
Lilly among/t Thorns, becauſe of her Beauty and F xcel- 
lency above all other things, in that all other things, in 
reſpect of her, are but as Thorns, In the ſecond 
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128 S0 LOMO N. Song. 
Chapter, the coming of Chri/? Jeſus is figured out to us 
under the Name of a Roe, or young Hart, and looking 
through the Window, meaning thereby, that the Di— 
vinity of Chri/t ſhone through his Humanity; he took 
upon him our Nature, to help his Church, and ſo his 
Divinity was hid under the Cloke of our Fleſh. 
The Church's Deſire is to be joined inſeparably to 

Chriſt. her Husband; and ſhe will not reſt ſatisfy'd, but 
will ſeek after him at all Times, and in all Places, eſpe- 
cially in the Time of Trouble and Perſecution. 

Chriſt alſo» doth ſet forth the Praiſe and Beauty of 
the Church, by comparing her Eyes to a Pair of Dove's 
Eyes, her Teeth to the Wool of Sheep new waſhed; her 
Lips to a Thread of Scarlet, or the Dropping of the 
Honey Comb, her Neck to the Tower of David, her 
whole Body to a Garden planted with Pomegraaates, Spike- 
nard, Cinnamon, 998 Alocs, and all other the moſt ya- 
luable Spices. 

Chriſt, delighting in | his Church, ſetteth forth every 
Part in her, and commendeth her. Chriſt inviteth the 
Faichful to a Banquet, thereby manifeſting his Bounty to 
them: And the Church, ſetteth forth ſeveral Marks of 
Chriſt, the better to know him, manifeſting the Gra- 
ces, Which the Preſence of Chriſt affords to the God- 
ly. 

Thus the wiſe So/omon, by moſt comfortable Allego- 
ries, and Parables, deſcribeth the peife&t Love of eſs 
| Chriſt, the true Solomon, and King of Peace; as allo the 
faithful of his Church, which he hath ſanctify'd. and ap- 
pointed to be his Spouſe, fo that herein is declared the 
ſingular Love of the Bridegroom towards the Bride, and 
his Benefics towards her. And all the earneſt Aſſection 
of the Church, is inflamed with the Love of Chrilt, deſt- 


plation of Chriſt her Beloved. 
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ring to be more and more joined to him in Love, and 
not to be forſaken for any Spot or Blemiſh found in her. 

In (Chap. 8.) is ſet forth the Wilderneſs, which ſigni- 
fies the Troubles and Afflictions of the Church; ſhe 
comes through them with her Beloved, and reſted herſelf 
upon her Beloved; ſhewing that we mult follow the Lord, 
which Way he is pleaſed to lead ns. | 

In this Book we meet with moſt ſublime and excellent 


Deſcriptions, of the Love between Chriſt and the Church, 


ſet down Dialogue-wiſe in ſeveral Speeches. It is beſpan- 
gled with the Praiſes of Jeſus Chriſt ; with a Declaration 
of the mutual Intercourſe of Love and Aﬀection betwixt 
Chriſt and his Church; what ſpiritual Entertainment is 
given on both Sides ? and what ſweet Content they enjoy in 
each other's Beauty ! Here is ſeea the King in his Glory, 
and the Spouſe in her Beauty. Here you may ſee the 
Church even raviſhed with the Conſideration and Contem- 
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# — Nn HE Lord, according to his Promiſe (Deu- 
8 ³ = teronomy 18, 15. That he would never leave 
G2 his Church deſtitute of a Prophet, but that 
18 N ' there ſhould be a continual Succeſſion, until 

Chriſt, the End of all Prophets, ſhould 
come, hath from Time to Time accompliſhed the fame. 
As here we may ſee, the Lord raiſed the Prophet 7/arah 
from the Loins of King Voaſb, for he was the Son of A. 
mos (which doth ſignify Strength) who was Brother to A. 
maziah King of 7udah, 

Iſaiab, or £/aras, is, in the Siagification of his Name, 
Salvation from the Lord, He was of the Stock of David. 
and Lineage of Ch 1/7, and is called by way of Eminence, 
The 5 ical Prophet. 

In this Book of /ſai2h, we may take Notice of his di- 
ligent Inſtructions to the People, in teaching them to 
know their Sins: We ſee his ſmart Reprehenſions of them 
to ſtir up their Repentance, and his Method of Comfort- 
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ing them upon their true Humiliation after the Commiſſi- 
on of them. | 

In the firſt Chapter he reproveth the Jetos for their 
Stubbornneſs and Ingratitude, declaring the great Mercy 
of the Lord towards them, for as much as he had choſen 
them above all other Nation: in the World, to be his 
People, yet they forgat their God, and continued in their 
Obſlinacy and Impenitency of Heart: wherefore the Lord 
threatned a Deſolation upon their Land, and a Deſtruction 
upon themſelves. He alſo foretelleth the Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, whoſe Inhabitants had formerly promil- 
ed Fidelity to the Lord, as a Wiſe to her Husband, 
and yet ſhe fell of However, in all Judgments, the 
Lord, in Mercy, ſtill remembred his Covenant, that his 
Church fhould continually be preſerved and planted, as in 
Zeruſalem firſt, ſo afterwards throughout the whole World; 
intimating the great Mercy of the Lord, that the Gen- 


tiles, as well as the Jets, ſhould be made Parcakers of the 


Reconciliation between God and Man, by the Coming of 


peſus Chriſt. 


Here, by the Way, Notice may be taken of the Sins of 


the People, for which God was ſo highly diſpleaſed with 


them, and then let us conſider whether che like, nay, 
greater, do not abound in this our Land. 

Firſt, They were ungrateful for Bleſſings and Benefits, 
received of the Lord. 


Second!y, They waxed obſtinate and ſtubborn in Heart; | 


though they had been plagued, yet hey continued in their 


Wickedneſs. 
T hirdly, They proved themſelves Hypocrites, by think- 


ing to pleaſe the Lord with the Multitude of their Sacri- 


fices, when their Hearts and Affections were alienated 
8 K 2 
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from him: They had neither Faith nor Repentance, to 
commend them to God, and therefore he hated them. 

Fourthiy, They were Extortioners, and their Princes 
maintained Thieves, and delighted in Bribes, following 
after Rewards, Neither the Widow nor the Fatherleſs 
were regarded, wherefore the Lord threatned to pour 
forth his Vengeance upon them. 

Fifthly, They waxed haughty in Mind, therefore the 
Lord threatned to humble them, and to lay them low be- 
fore him. 

Sixthly, The Women were full of Pride: they were 
haughty, walking with ſtretehed-out Necks, with gazing 
and wandring Eyes; their Gate was wanton, their Attire 
was coſtly Bracelets and effeminate, uſing Perfumes, Ear- 
rings, Curlings end the like. They were altogether gi- 
ven to Wantonneſs, and to a diſfolute Carriage; but the 
Lord punifhed them for their Pride; and their Husbands 
alſo, letting them fall by the Sword; and he taketh away 
the wiſe Men from among them, and, in their Stead, 
ſettles Fools and effeminate Perſons to rule the Land. Now, 
who knoweth not, but that all thefe Sins (and infinite o- 
thers alfo) do in as bad Manner, and in no leſs Meaſure, 

reign amongſt us in this our Land? It muſt then needs be 
| feared, that the Lord will come in his F. ary againſt us, 
for his Hatred to Sin is ſtill the ſame | 

In the Fifth Chapter, the Houſe of Mael is repreſented 
under the Similitude of a Vineyard, which the Lord, that 
planted it in a fruitful Place, expected to bring forth 
Fruit; but inſtead thereof, behold Oppreſſion in the 
Place of Judgment, and for Righteouſneſs behold a Cry- 
ing! The Lord threatned feveral Judgments againft the 
| People for their Extortion; denouncing Woes againſt 
Drunkards, aud againſt the Inticers to Vanity, and againſt 
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the Perverters of Truth. A Woe alſo is threatned againſt 
Contemners of Government, ſuch as are wiſe in their own 


Conceit, and deſpiſe good Doctrine and Admonition. Thus, 


for the Iniquity of the People, the Lord threatned a De- 
ſtruction upon the Land. 

The Prophet Iſaiab's Doctrine was brwefil; partly con- 
cerning the Law, and partly concerning the Go/pe/, as may 
appear to us out of the Prophecies in his firſt forty Chap- 
ters, wherein the Doctrine of the Law is ſet forth with 


ſharp Reprehenſions for Sins committed. And from the 


fortieth Chapter to the End of the Book, there is contain- 
ed the Doctrine of the Go/pel, and of the Kingdom of our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, which he hath illuſtrated with ſuch 
excellent Eloquence, Figures, and Amplifications, that he 
may be compared with the beſt Orator that ever wrote. 

The Prophet foretold of 7:/#s Chriſt, in the ſeventh 
Chapter, ſaying, «Behold, a Virgin ſhall conceive, and bear 
* a Son, and his Name ſhall be called Immanuel, which is, 
God with us, who ſhall haye Knowledge to reſuſe Evil, and 
chuſe the Good. He propheſy'd alſo, that he ſhould be a 
Stumbling-block to many of the Zews, and would prove a 
Defence to all, that are his EleR, but reject the reſt. 

He propheſy'd of the great Calamity that was to befal 
Babel; and how they, as the Enemies of the Lord, were 


to be puniſhed to Deſtruction; ſetting forth unto us the 


Plagues, wherewith the Lord would ſmite the ſtrange Na- 


tions, to declare to the World, that he chaſtiſeth the /7ae- 


lites as his Children, but the reſt as his Enemies; and al- 
ſo to ſignify to us, that, if the Lord ſpare not thoſe that 
are ignorant, ſuch muſt not think it ſtrange, if he puniſh- 


eth them who have Knowledge of his Law, and keep I it 


not. 
The Prophet propheſy'd of the Deſtruction of ſeveral 
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Kingdoms, as the Kingdom of the Myriant, of the Egyp- 
tians, of the Chaldeans, of Babylon, of the Medes and Per- 
ſians, and of the Arabians; as alſo of the Deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem by Nebuchadnezzar. Alſo he propheſy'd a- 
gainſt the Kingdom of the Devil, under the Name of Le- 
viathan. | 

And though the Church of Chri/t was much afflicted, 
yet the Lord had ſtil] a Regard to ir, and would not de- 
ſtroy the Roat thereof, though the Branches ſeemed, as it 
| were, to periſh and decay, by the ſharp Winds of Affliction. 
For the Lord was pleaſed til] to reſerve a ſmall Number 
to himſelf, for whom he would ſhew himſelt to be as a 
ſtrong Lion, and a Tower of Defence, if they would truſt 
in him ; but ſuch as ſhould for ſake him, and put their Truſt 
in others, ſhould perith. | 

Iſaiab allo propheſieth of John the Bapti/?, who ſhould 
prepare the Way of Chri/t, 18 
Ne alſo propheſy'd the Deliverance of God's People 
from the Captivity of Babylon, which ſhould be wrought 
by Cyrus King of Perfia, who was an Heathen Prince. 

We have heard already the Cauſe of their Captivity, 

namely, that they did not walk according to the Ordinan- 
ces of the Lord, but went on in Tranſgreſlions againſt 


him, ſerving ſtrange Gods. And tho? they were forſaken, 


yet it was but for a Time: For the Cauſe of their Deli- 
verance. was the Covenant of God's Mercy, which is for 
ever ; Whereas the Continuance of his Judgments may be 
but for a Time. | 

The DefiruGion of Babylon is ſet forth in the 45th 
Chapter, and the Cauſes thereof; namely, that they abu- 
ſed Cod's Judgments in thinking, that he puniſhed the I 
raclites, becauſe he caſt them off, therefore inſtead of pi- 
tying their Miſery, they increaſed it, applauding their own 


n AS. = 


— 
* 


ö 133 
Wiidom and Policy, and believing, that it would have Suc- 
ceſs in. ſpite of all the World. And hereupon they de- 
rided the Confidence of the 7ews, who ſeemed to truſt ſo 
intirely in the Lord. 

In this Book of Iſaiah | is ſet forth unto us at large, the 
Doctrine of Reconciliation, made in Zeſus Chriſt. The 
Prophet, like a painful Shepherd, prefles the People with 
Exhortations, Admonitions, and Reprehenſions, ſetting 
forth unto us the free Mercy of God, in aud through- 
Feſus Chriſt, Ho, every one that thirſteth; come buy M a- 


ter, ine and Milk without Money, by which are under- 


ſtood all Things neceſſary to a ſpiritual Life, as theſe are 
neceſſary to a cor poreal. And all the Recompence that 
God looks for at our Hands for his Bleſſings, is Obedi- 
ence, and to execute Juſtice, 

In the fifty eighth Chapter, he treateth of the Office of 


the Miniſters of the Lord, what they ſhould be, and how 
they ſhould behave themſelves in their Office; ſetting 


forth unto us alſo the Condition of Hypocrites, and their 
Manner of Faſting, which is only outwardly, in puniſhing 
the Body, and in putting on of Sackcloth ; their Hearts ſtill 
being filled with Malice and Uncleanneſs. Whereas the 
Gedly fall, in Feeding the Hungry, in Relieving the Op- 
preſſed, in Viſiting the Captive, and in Breaking off from 
Wickedueſs, and in a ſtedfaſt Reſolution of leading a new 
Life for the Time to come. | 

Herein alſo is ſet forth God's Love, in calling of us 
Gentiles tothe Chriſtian Faith, and the Cauſe of the 1 2 
tion of the Jets, for as much as they would not obey the 
Lord for all the Admonitions of his Prophets, by whom 
he called upon them continually, ſo that at laſt, they were 
utterly caſt off by the Lord; and the very Name of the 
Je us is abhorred to this Day, becauſe of their Infide- 
K 4 
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lity, foretold in Chapter 65. Ye ſhall leave your Name 
as a Curſe unto my Choſen. 

By the Gentiles are underſtood all Nations but the Zews. 
Thus may we obſerve the Lord's heavy Hand ſtretched 
out againſt his People, for their Sin and Impiety: Yet he 
hath not ſo caſt them off, but that they ſhall be called a- 
gain before the End of the World fhall be accompliſhed, 
to be a People of God. 


This Book contains ſeveral Prophecies as legal, reproy- 


ing the Sins of the eos, with Comfort to the Elect. 


The Enemies of God's People are threatned from the 
13th to the 24th Chapter: And the general Uſe of thoſe 


Threatnings is ſound in Chap. 24, 25. 27. 


Here are alſo declared Deſiverances from Perſecutions, 
and Preſervations in Captivity. 

Then are ſet forth the Sufferings of Chriſt, and the 
Fruit of the Kingdom of Chriſt. 


And the Prophet's s reproving Hypocriſy. 
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N HE Word Feremiah, or Feremy, ſignifieth 
GX 17 758 the Exaltation of the Lord. Such a Name 
3K Ht 


well agrees with the Character of this holy 
MMX Prophet, by whoſe Miniſtry the Lord was fo 
highly exalted, both in his ſharp Reproofs of Sia, ſevere 
Threatnings of Judgment, and endearing Promiſes of 
Mercy. This Prophet declared, with Tears and Lamen- 
tations, the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, the Captivity of 
the People for their Idolatry, Covetouſneſs, Rebellion, 
and Contempt of God's Word. And for the Conſolation 
of the Church, he reyealeth the Time of their Delive- 
rance. 

Jeremy was he "I of Filtah, the Prieſt, ſpoken of 
in the ſecond of X7ngs, the twenty ſecond Chapter ; who 
was he that found the Book of the Law under King 
Tefiab. 

He was born at Anathoth, in the Tribe of Benjamin, 
one of the Sacerdotal Cities, about two Miles from Jeru- 
ſalem, where he continued propheſying for the Space of 
forty Years: He met with cruel Uſage for ſpeaking the 


133 NE MIA H. 
Truth; but that no way diſcouraged him from diſchar. 
ging his Truſt: Yet he was of that tender and melan- 
choly Temper, that he ſpent many whole Days and 
Nights in bewailing the ſtubbora Temper of his Cotem- 
poraries, and the Divine Judgments, which he ſaw hang- 
ing over their Heads. When he prophetically for bad the 
People's going to take Refuge againſt the Chaldeans, in 
the Land of Egypt, and promis'd Safety to thoſe, who 
were content to (tay at home; they refuſed to hear and 
forced him along with 'em to 7 ahpanhes in Egypt. 
There he continued preaching, and earneſtly exhorting 
them to repent of their crying Sins; but ſo far was he 
from ſucceeding with a deſperate Multitude, plunged in- 
to Idolatry, and a Hatred of God, that in the Height of 
their Rage, they ſton'd him to Death, 

He began to propheſy very young, for he had very 
excellent Gifts of God, and his firſt Appearance was in 
the thirteenth Year of King Joſiah's reign, and he con- 
tinued eighteen Years under him, and three Months un- 
der Jehoahaz, and under Jehoiatim eleven Years, and 
three Months under Feroratin, and under Zedetiah ele- 
ven Years, unto the Time that they were carried away in- 
to Babylon. 

He was one, that publickly proclaimed the Will of 


the Lord, without fearing of the ſevereſt Perſecution of 


Ubelievers. The Lord declared unto him the Deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſulem by a Viſion of the Rod of an Almond. 
Tree, which firſt buddeth, ſhewing the haſty coming of 
the Babylonians againit the Fews, As alſo by the Viſion 
of a Seeth:ng-pot in the North ; ſignifying, that the Chat- 
deans, and Aſſyrians, ſhould be as a Pot to ſeeth the Jes, 
which boiled, as it were, in their Pleaſures, and Luſts, 


for theſe were two Northern Countries from Zer:a- 
lem, 
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He reproved the People for their Idolatry, flatly con- 
vinciug them, that they were leſs diligent to ſerve the 
true God, than were the Idolaters to ſerve their Fanities. 

He preſſeth home unto them true Humiliation and 
Repentance, promiſing them thereupon Mercy from the 
Lord, ſaying, Return, ye bachſliding Children, and I will 
hcal your B. ie 

The Lord's Wrath is compared to a conſuming Fire, 
that burneth, and none can quench it. 

In the ſifch Chapter is ſet forth the Wickedneſs of Ju- 
dah, and the Deſ ruction thereof by the Chaldeans for 
their Impiety ; yet herein is his Mercy ſeen in faving ſome, 
for, ſaith the Lord, 7 will not mate a full End with you; 
ſo that he had ever a Care of his Church, 

The Sins, for which the Lord came againſt them, are 
expreſſed by the Prophet to be Covetoutneſs and falſe 
Dealing, and Flattery; the Prieſts flattering the People, 
and ſmoothing them in their IJranigreſſions, crying, Peace, 
Peace, when there was no Peace. 

The People were (for the generality) of uncircumciſed 
Fars, and took Delight rather in vaia Things, than in pro- 
fitzble Doctrine. They are charged with Lying, Deceit 
and Diſſimulation; they were a People who gloried in 
their Miſdecds. Apd herein was ſeen the Rebellion of 
the Wicked, who waxed more ſtubborn and obſtinate, 
though the Prophet admoniſhed them the molt plainly of 
their Deſtruction. | 

| The Iſraelites, at laſt, became Sots and Fools, by de- 
parting from the true God, and cleaving unto Idols; the 
Faitors alſo became like unto brute Bealts, that fought nor 
the Lord: In fine, they were ſo deeply piunged in their 
Stus, that the Lord would not hear their Prayers. | 
The Prophet Jeremy maketh known to the People, the 
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Jugdments that hanged over their Heads for their Impi- 

eties; but they ungratefully rewarded him for it, by cur- hoi: 
ſing and mocking him, ſpeaking falſly of him, and taking fen 
Counſel againſt him ; yea, at laſt they ſmote him, and caſt aga 


him in Priſon. Herein may we take Natice of the Con- the 
dition of the Miniſters of the Lord, when they have all ing 
the World againſt them, although they give none Occaſion. the 
So that in the End, Deſtruction fell upon the Jews for it Bo 
without Pity, for they were led away into Captivity, their fall 
King lain, and left unbury'd, Los 


The falſe Prophets here are charged for a main Cauſe Im 
of the People's Iniquity ; wherefore the Lord ſpared them Eu 
not, but viſited them for the Iniquity and Wickedneſs of | 
their Works, | eth 

Jeremy a alſo prophecy'd a Redreſs from this Afflicton by Ne: 
the coming of Chriſt, the true Paſtor : Behold, faith the wa 


| Lord, 1 will raiſe unto David a righteous Branch, &c. 


mezning Chriſt. 1n his Days Judah Hall be Saved, and by 
Jjrael ſhall dwell in Safety, bu 

The Jeus continued in Bondage under the King of Ba- H. 
bet, or Babylon, ſeventy Years; and the Lord promiſed, ſay- Ju 
ing, After ſeven Years be accompli bed at Babel, I will vi. ev: 
fit you, and perform my good Promiſe towards you, and cauſe wh 


you to return to this Place. Wherein we may ſee the Lord's ed, 


great Mercy toward his People, who doth not utterly de- FIC 

ſtory them for their Sins, but correcteth and chaſtiſeth 

them, and reſtoreth them again. They were comforted on 

alſo with the Deſtruction of their Enemies. th 
We may take Notice of Jeremy's Sufferings, and therein ba 

of other godly Miniſters that they ought not to be diſ- 2 

couraged in their Devotion, though they be deſpitefully No 


handled and impriſoned for God's Cauſe : For we may ob- da 


ſerve Jeremy's Courage, being ſhut up in the Priſon by Jr- T 


* 


* 
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S C 
hiiakim, that he could not ſpeak to the People, yet he 
fent Baruch with a Book concerning all the Curſes of God 
againſt them. He went with the Book and read it before 
them all, but the Wicked inſtead of repenting, at the Hear» 
ing thereof, grew more hardened, and the King cauſed 
the Book tobe burned. Jeremy ceaſed not, but wrote another 
Book, wherefore he is put into a Dungeon, where he ſtuck 
faſt in the Mire, and had like to have periſlied, had not the 
Ierd preſerved him by working his Deliverance at the 
Interceſſion of Ebedme/ech a Blackamore, one of the King's 
Eunuchs. Here was great Faith found in a Stranger. 

At the Siege of Jeruſalem the Prophet Feremy, admoniſh- 
eth Zedetrah, that he ſhould yield himſelf ro Nebuchad- 
neazar, that ſo the City migbt be ſaved, but his Counſel 
was not at all liſtened to, 

And Zedekiah, at laſt, fleeing from thence, was taken 
by the Chaldeans, and his Eyes put out, and his Sons lain, 
but Care was taken that to Jeremiah no Harm ſhould come. 
Here we ſce, that although the Lord doth ſhew his juſt 
Judgments againſt the Wicked and Impenitent, yet will he 
ever manifeſt Himſelf to be a Preſerver of his Church, and 
when all Means feem in Man's Judgment to be aboliſh» 
ed, even then will the Lord declare himſelf to be a victo- 
rious God in the Preſence of his People. 

The Prophet Jeremy alſo propheſy'd of the Deſtructi- 
on of Egypt, declaring a heavy Plague againſt them for 
their Idolatry, inſomuch, that the Lord willnot vouchſafe to 
have his Name mentioned by ſuch as have polluted it. / have 


feeorn by my great Name, ſaith the Lord, that my Name /hall 


no more be called upon, by the Mouth of any Man of Ju- 
dah. in all the Land of Egypt, ſaying, the Lord God li veth, 
The People diſobey'd the Prophet, and went under oh. 
nam into Az ypt, fearing War and Famine, having but juſt 
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a little before promiſed Obedience to the Directions of 
the Prophet, but they meant not what they promiſed: 


So they came to be utterly deſtroyed by King Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and what they feared in their own Country, fell u- 


pon them in another, namely, War and Famine, all which 


fell upon them, for their Obſtinacy and Idolatry. 
Feremiah alſo propheſy'd the Deſtruction of Babylon, 
that after that the Lord had firſt uſed the Babylonians 
Service to puniſh other Nations; which Devaſtation ſhoul( 
come to paſs by King Cyrus, who was ſtirred up thereto 
by the Spitit of God, becauſe they gloried in the Spoil of 
Zfrael, and were puffed up with Pride. 
In this Book three * are 1 noted, a Prologue, 
which 
1/2. Concerned the calling of the Prophet. 
2dly. Sermons concerning the 7ews in the Reign of J- 
ſiab, 12. to 21. or ZLedekiah, (Chap. 21, to 25. 27. to 45. 
Fehotakim, Chap. 25. 26. and 27. or in Egypt, Chap. 34. 
to 46, with an Epilogue hiſtorical, (Chap. 52.) 
Chieflyhere in this Book, three Thingsaretobeconſidered, 


1. Lhe Stubbornneſs and Rebellion of the Wicked, wax- 


ing more obſtinate, though the Prophet had moſt friendly 
and plainly admoniſhed and forewarned them. 

2. That though the Wicked ſhould continue in their Ob- 
ſtinacy, yet the Miniſters of the Lord ought not to be diſ- 
heartned, or diſcouraged in their Vocations : Yea, tho” they 
come to be perſecuted by the Wicked ones in the Lord's 
Cauſe: 

3. Thirdly, Though God do ſhew his juſt Jadgments 


againſt the Wicked and Ungodly, yet he always mani feſ- 


teth himſelf, to be a Preſerver of his choſen People and 
Church, in the greateſt Extremities. All which is mani- 


felted to us in Jeremy and the Lamentations, 
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ede H 15S Book containeth the a of ths 
e. nh Church, and of the Prophets in general, 
= — but more particularly the Lamentations of 
NN as C4 the Prophet Feremahb; in which he be- 
waileth the miſerable Eſtate of Zeruſalem; where, behold- 
ing the beautiful Temple ſpoiled and burned; and ſeeing 
this goodly City, which before was fo fron, and fo full 
of People, to be now laid waſte and deſtroyed, he wonder- 
eth at the great Judgment of the Lord therein againſt it. 

It was the molt famous City in the World, four ſquare, 
ſituated upon four Mountains, Sian, Aoriah, Acra, and 
Bezetha, ſeated, according to the Opinion of the Fathers, 
in the Midſt of the World; the chief Metropolitan City 
of the Tribes of //zael, called at firſt Salem, which ſigni- 
fieth peaceable, where Melc hiſedech reigned. After whoſe 


death, the Jebuſites inhabited the City, and called it 7e- 


bus, after their own Name. 


Afterwards (as is formerly ſet forth) Joab, who was 
King Dar id's General of the Army, won it, driving thoſe a 


Febuſites out of it, and called it again Feru/alem. 
In % 29. 1. it is called Ariel, that is, God's Lion. And 
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144 LAMENTATIONS. 
the Prophet Ezekiel calleth it Aholib4h; as a fixed Pall 
lion or Tent, 

It was accounted the Throne of the Lord, a holy City, 
| having a Fort upon Mount Sion, that was unconquered- 
by 59/bua, but ſubdued by David. Which famous City 
ys Kory in the Days of our Saviour, Ze/us Chriſt, proy- 
ed a Place of Slaughter under a Den of Thieves, rather 

than a Sanctuary of holy Worſhip; having lain the Pro- 
phets from Abel the Righteous, they filled up the Mes. 

ſure of their Iniquitiès in the Blood of our Saviour 70% 
the Lord of Life: 

The Prophet Jeremy bewailed and lamented his Coun- 
try-men, notwithſtanding they had reviled, beaten, and 
- impriſoned him, and ſought his Death. He declareth to 
the World their Sins, which were the Cauſe of their 
Plagues, becauſe they had deſpiſed the Counſel of the true 
Prophets; and their revolting from the Truth to em- 
brace Falſhood and Vanity, and their abuſing the Long- 
ſuffering of the Almighty. 

He foretold them of the Plagues, that ſhould befal 
them, if they repented not; for all this they regarded 
him not, ſo Subverſion came upon them by the Babyloni- 
dns, their cruel Enemies, beſieging them, whereby they 
ſuffered fo extremely much by Famine, that they fell down 
ia the Streets, and the Mothers devoured their own Chil- 
dren, ſo that their Joy was turned into Mourning, their 
Freedom into Captivity ; their beautiful Buildings into de- 
formed Heaps; their young Men were ſlain with the 
Sword, and their Virgins were deflowered by profligate 
Sons of Belial. And God, which before had been the God 
of their Conſolation in all their Afflictions, had forſaken 
them; ſo that when they ſtretched forth their Hands, 
there was none to comfort them, Thus were they for- 
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ſaken not only of their Friends, but alſo, of the Lord; 


and their Enemies laughed at them, 


How may all high 


Places here, by their Example beware, how they provoke 
the Wrath of God agaiuſt them through Impicty! 

The Prophet Jeremy, like a godly Paitur, beſought te 
Lord for them, that it would pleaſe him ro ſliorten their 
Days of Captivity, and mauifeſteth to them the holy Mount 
of the God of Mercy, towards which they muſt reach 
out. with the Arms of Repeatance, by cuuteihag their 
Sins, and by being ſorrowful for them, and with Vaticuce 


The Allezorical, or Scriptural 
Signification of Mount Sion, 


and Mount Moriah. 


Sion, in Hebrew ſignifies a 
goodly Aſpect, for that from the 
Top thereof, a Man might have 
ſeen all the Land lying therea- 
bouts. This was a Type of the 
higheſt Heavens, or Seat of the 
Almighty God, from whence he 
beholds all Things upon Earth ; 
from which Throne and heaven- 
ly Habitation, he deſcended into 
the lower Feruſalem, and ſo be- 
came our Redeemer and Saviour, 
that ſo being purged by his 
Blood from our Sins, he might 
bring us into that heavenly Zera- 
ſalein, Which is eternal Glory, 


* 


Moriah fignifies the Lord's 
Myrrhe, denoting the Lord Feſus 
Chri/t, whois a ſweet-ſmelling Sa- 
crifice unto God, and a ſtedfaſt 
Rock wh-reon God's Church and 
the Members thereof are buiit, 


L 


humbly attending the Time of their Leliveraace. 


Of Jeruſaleni final De— 
ſirucliun. 


When the City Jornſaiom was 
taken and utterly dſtroy'd, and 
laid walte by Tita, He eſpajian, and 
lay for a long ſpace of lime de- 
fo late, {4drianus £Elignus, the 
Emperor, raited an Army, and 
diſpatched it thither, under the 
command of Julius Severns, ho 
conquered the I! po: tor Den/19 + 
ſhaò the Pjeudc;! ah, and with 
him, flew ave hundred thoufand 
Jews, that being deceived by his 
Pertualion, had riſen in a ſediti- 
ous Manner. Then was the 
Foundation of the City digged 
up, and the Place thereupon be— 
came barren and thorny; and 
the very Name thereof was in a 
manner forgotten, there being a 
little Town built not far from 
the Hill Cin, which the Em— 
peror called by his own Name 
Mlia, where he ſet, over the 
Ruins of the Temple, an Idola - 
wous Houſe, for the }lonour of 
Fupiler and Venus, 
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SE ZZEXIEL ſigniſtieth the Strength or For- 
0) 2 Q titude of the Lord. He began to propheſy 


U oe” 


& in Babylon, about five hundred ninety and 
=#J2!ZX five Years before the Days of Chriſ, at which 


Iime he ſaw his firſt Viſions, near to the River Chebar. 


Ezetiel being led away captive with the Reſt of the 
People into Chaldea, the Word of the Lord came unto 
him, that he propheſy'd, afuring the King of Judab, that 
though they had yielded themſelves Priſoners to the King 
of Babylon, and had lived in Servitude under him, yet the 
Lord would remember his Promiſe. Yet for all this they 
diſtruſted him, and much murmured, ſhewing their Weak- 
neſs of Faith, | 

He alfo propheſy'd the DeſtruQtion of Zeru/alem by the 
Parable of his Hair, one Part whereof he would burn, an- 
other cut with a Sword, and ſcatter the third in the Wind; 
intimating, that one Part of the People ſhould die through 


Famine, the ſecond be ſlain, and the third led into Capti- | 
vity. 


He propheſy'd alſo of the Repentance of a Remnant of 
the People, and of their Deliverance, that in all Dangers, 


the Lord will preſerve a few, that ſhall be the Seed of 


his Church, 5 
And the Lord fulfilled his Promiſe ; for in the Time of 


Danger he delivered a Remnant, by ſetting a Mark upon 


EZEXIEL r47 
them, whereby they were known, as he doth upon all his 
Elect. The Lord ſaid unto him, Go through the Midſt 


of the City, even through the Midit of Zeru/alem, and Wo 


* ſet a Mark upon the Foreheads of them that mourn.” 

Now, after the People were led into Captivity, thoſe, 
that remained ſtill in Feruſalem, continued in Wickedneſ*s, 
being miſled by Zaazamah the Son of zur, and Pelatiah, 
Son of Benaiab, boaſting, that the Lord had utterly for- 
faken thoſe, that were led away into Captivity, and given 
up the Land unto them in Poſſeſſion. But Pe/atiah was 
ſtricken with ſudden Death, and the People felt the Trou- 
bles of the Prophet's Words; the Lord ſending them falſe 
Prophets, ſuch as taught them the Counſel of their own 
Hearts, becauſe they did not hearken unto the true Pro- 
phets, but unto ſuch, who /ozved Pillows under their El- 
bows, who flattered them with Security, and blinded their 
Eyes with falſe Deluſions. The Lord puniſhed them e- 
ven by the ſame Means, by which they made themſelves 
to lin; they were violent, and were themſelves puniſhed 
with Violence for Idolatry, (amongſt thoſe of whom they 
learned Idolatry) even by the Egyptians, Mrians, and 
Chaldeans. 

Now, leſt the Godly ſhould deſpair in theſe great Trou- 
bles, the Prophet aſſureth them, that the Lord will deli- 
ver his Church at his due Time appointed, and will alſo 
deſtroy their Enemies, which either afflicted them, or re- 
joyced in their Miſeries. The Effect of the one, and of 
the other, ſhould be chiefly performed by Chriſt, of whom 
the Prophet £2ekiel hath many notable Promiſes, and in 
whom the Glory of the new Temple ſhould perfectiy be 
reſtored. 


The Prophet propheſy'd Deſtruction againſt ſeveral 
Nations, and againil all the Enemies of God's Church. 
L 2 


rer 


He alſo propheſy'd of the re- edifying of the Temple of 
the Lord, and that God's Grace ſhould increaſe, and not 
decreaſe, in the Church, and that Multitudes ſhould be 
refreſhed by the Doctrine of Chriſt. 

Theſe, and ſundry other Prophecies, he propheſy'd in 
the Land of Chaldea, about the ſame Time that the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah propheſy'd in Fudah, and began | in the 
fifth Year of 7ehozaiim's Captivity, 

In the Preface of this Book, there is a forprizing De- 
ſeriprion of ihe Lord, and his Majeſty, Fhen the Pro— 
phet and his Fear fulueſs are deſcribed. Next the Prophe- 
cies themfelves, contaiuing Objurgations, or Reproofs of 
the Impiety of the Fews, with their Judgments, laid down, 
as it were, in ſeventeen Sermons, from the fourth Chap- 
ter to the 25th. Then are Comminations againſt the E- 
nemies cf the ers, as in eight Sermons. 

And, Lally, Exhortations and Encouragemeins to the 
Jews, to Repentance in hopes of Deliverance, laid down 
from the thirty third to Chapter forty: With the hopeful 
Conſolation of their n Delivery by Chriſt, to the 
End. 

We may here obſerve God to be a chief Cine in 
the Attempts againſt Vael; and we may ſee Fzezzel pro- 
pheſying of the Smiting of the two Kingdoms of Judaub 
and Jfrael after their Delivery from Captivity, ſo the 
Lord purpoſed to gather together his People, to give Liſe 
to dead Bones, and to rule them by one Prince, and ſhew- 
eth what Nations they were, that ſhould in vain aſſail 
{/rael. 

In this Book are alfo many Promiſes of Chriſt declared 
unto us, and in whom the Glory of the new Temple 
ſhould perfectly de reſtored. 


, / . 
S eee eee eee Ee 


C 


N ANTE ſigniſies the Judgment of the 
Oey I /trong God; be was carried away from Je- 
25 © ruſalem, captive to Babylon, in the Reign 

of Jehaiatim King of Judah, and he lived 
KI FUNK in Exile long, until the third Year of Cyrus, 
Emperor of the Peri ans. 


He propheſy'd in that Time, when the Zezos were Cap- _ 


tives in Babylon, and in the Lime that ZEzettel lived, and 
was a Perſon adorned with ſuch excellent Graces of the 
holy Spirit, that, above all other, he had moſt ſpecial Re- 
velations of ſuch Things as ſhould happen to the Church, 
even from the Time that they were in Captivity, to the 
End of the World, and to the general Reſurtection. God's 
Providence and Mercy towards his Church are in this 
Book ſet forth, — he never forſaketh or leaveth them 
deſtitute, 

Daniel ſetteth forth, how Wenne commanded 
Aſhpenaz, the Maſter of his Eunuchs, to pick out the 
moſt beautiful of the King's Sced of the Children of Ma- 
el: As thoſe, that were judged fit to ſtand in the King's 
Preſence, muſt have no Blemiſh, but be well- fa voured; fo 
every Spirit is not fit to ſtand before the King of Heer, 
they muſt not be baſe ſordid Spirits, but noble, lofty, and 
upright Spirits. And his Purpoſe was to keep them as 
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Hoſtages, that he might not only ſhew himſelf vitorions, 
but alſo by their Learning of his Religion, they might ra- 
ther favour him than the Jus, and ſo be able to ſerve 
him as Governours in their Land. 

For the King required, that they ſhould be endowed 
with three Gifts, (viz) That they ſhould be of noble 
Birth; that they ſhould be learned and witty ; and that 
they ſhould be of a ſtrong and comely Nature, that they 
might do him the better Service: They were to be brought 
up, and inſtructed in the King's Court, and in the Lan- 
guage and Cuſtows of the CHaldeans, to the End that they 
might forget their own Country and Religion; the Chief 
wherecf were Daniel , Hananiah, Mifhael, and Azariah. 
But to theſe they gave other Names; for the Jews uſed 
to give their Children ſuch Names as might ever put them 
in remembrance of ſome Point of Religion. So as Daniel 


was called Pelteſhazzar, Hananiah was called Shadrach, 


and Ai was called Meftach, and Azariah was called 
Alednevo, Pur theſe refuſed to eat of the King's Allow- 
alce "hd intreated their Governours to try them ten Days, 
and it they looked nct fo well as their other Fellows, he 
{l,0u1d do with them as ſcemed him good. And it was lo, 
and they were therewith of better liking than the reſt, 
that did eat of the Portion of the King” 8 Mae Here we 
may take Notice, that wich the Plefling of God, the poor 


are. | 
The Lord alſo gave to Daniel the Gift of Interpretati- 
on of Dreams and Viſans; and Nebuchadnezzar found 
him wiſer than all Lis Ag:cans, and Enchanters. For 
when the King had dreamed a Dream, which he had for- 
gotten, and aſked Counſel of his Interpreters, who could 
tell him nothing of it, he thereupon gave Sentence, that 


lan's Diſh is as nouriſhing as the rich Glutton's Delicates 
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they ſhould be put to death. Daniel was called for upon 
this Occaſion, but required a little reſpite, and promiſed to 
ſhew the King the Dream, as alſo the Interpretation there- 
of. 

Daniel betook himſelf to fervent Prayer to the Lord, 
beſeeching him to reveal unto him this Myſtery ; ſo the 
Lord ſhe ved him the Dream, with the Interpretation there- 
of. The Dream was, an Image, the Head whereof was 
Gold, the Breaſt and Arms Silver, the Belly and "Thighs 
Braſs, the Legs Iron, the Feet Part Iron and Part Clay, 
which ſtood before the King's Preſence, tiil a Stone, cut 
without Hands, ſmote it in Pieces, and ſcatter'd it like 
Chaff. The ſime Stone turned immediately to a 
Mountain, and filled the whole Earth. Daniel's Interpre- 
tation hereof was, That by Gold, Silver, Braſs, and Iron, 
were meant the four Monarchies of the World. The Ba- 
bylonians were compared to Gold, the Perſians to Silver, 
the Macedonians to Braſs, and the Romans to Iron and 
Clay; and as theſe Metals excelled one another in Good- 
neſs, ſo ſnould all the four Ages grow ever worſe and worſe, 
till the coming of Zeſus Chriſt. 

By the Stone is meant the Kingdom of Chriſt, that 
{ſhould come at the End of theſe, which ſhauld overthrow 
the laſt, and remain when all the reſt were extinct. 

For which Interpretation, the King made Daniela great 
Man, even a Ruler over the Province of Babylon, as a 
chief Judge. | | 
Soon after Wise a era the King cauſed an Image 

to be ſet up, commanding it to be worthipped, of all his 
Subjects. But his Officers, Shadrach, Meſhach, and A- 
bednego refuſed ſo to do, whereupon they were brought 
before the King, who firſt threatned them, but finding them 
not to yield, commanded them to be bound, and to be caſt 
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into a burning Furnace. But their God, 5 whom they 
truſted, ſent an Angel. who preſerved them in the midſt of 
the Fire, that it had no Power over their Bodies, inſomuch, 
that not one Hair of their E eads was ſinged, por had the 
Smell of Fire paſſed og them. However, the devouring 
Flames had Power over thoſe of the King” s Ofhicers, v ho 
-threw them into the Fire. 
The King was fo aſtoniſhed hereat, that he bad them 
come forth, acknowledging their God to be the true Cod. 
and made a Decree, that whoſoever blaſphemed the God 
of Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego, ſhould be torn in 
Pieces; ; and by this great Miracle they came to be promo- 
ted in the Province of Babylon. 
Nebuchadnezzar alſo dreamed another Dream, which 
Daniel declared, and interpreted unto him: "The Dream 
was of a Tree in the midit of the Earth, tall and fpread- 
g, ſo that the Fowls therein did build, and the Beaſts 
were thelter*d under its Shade, and all Fleſh did feed upon 
the Fruit thereof, And an Angel appeared, ſaying. Cut 
it down, break his Branches, and ſcatter the Fruit, but 
* !eave the Stump in the Earth, and bind it with a Band of 
«© Iron till ſeven Years, 
; Which Tree did repreſent the King's Perſon, or the 

Dignity of a King, whom God ordaineth to be a Defence 
forall; the Heighth, Breadth, and Fruit thereof, repreſent 
his Magnificence and Pomp: The cutting it down, his Diſ- 
poſition to live among the Beaſts. Hereby was figniſy'd, 
that the King 8 ſhould not only for a I ive 
loſe his Dignity, but be like a Beaſt, for ſeven Years, 'til 
he did conteſs the moſt High to bear Rule over the Kins- 
doms of Men, and to diſpoſe of them as ſeemeth good in 
© his Eyes. This was to acmouiſh him of his intolerabie 
Pride, and Blaſphemy, which he continued in, until the 
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II E L. 153 
Lord ſent that Judgment upon him, and drove him from 
his Kingdom, that his Dwelling was with the Beaſts of the 
Field, forſaking Man's Company, eating Graſs like an Ox. 
Then he confeſſed his Sin, and acknowledged the Almigh- 
ty Power of the Lord, which was at the End of ſeven Years, 
So the Lord reſtored his Underſtanding, and the Honour 
of his Kingdom; and he not only oraiſed God for his De- 
Jiverance, but alſo confeſſed his Fault, that God might on- 
ly have the Glory and Man the Shame. 

In the fifth Chapter, the Prophet Daniel declareth, how 
Beiſhazzar the King, made a great Fealt to a thouſand 
Princes, and drank Wine in the holy Veſſels which Nebu- 
chadnezzar brought from T7eru/alem. This ſo excited the 
Lord's Diſpleaſure againſt him, that he ſhewed him a Hand- 
writing upon the Wall, in the very Room of his Jollity, 
which his Southſayers could not interpret. So great Fear 
and Amazement ſeized him, as the Joints of his Loins 
were looſened, and his Knees ſmote ore againſt the other. 
Then he firſt cryed out for his Chal/deans, Aſtrolorers, 
and Southſazers, promiſing them great Rewards to expound 
the Writing; but it exceeded their Art, ill the Quzen 
told him of Daniel, in whom was the Spirit of God, where- 
ſore he ſent for Panie!, who read the Hand-writing, and 
expounded it; Which was Mene, Mene, 7 etel, Up'arſin. 
Nene, God hath numbred thy Kingdom, and finiſhed it.“ 
Telel, thou art weighed in the Pallances, aud art found 
wanting. Peres, or Upbarſin, thy Kingdom is divided. 40 
tbe Medes and Perſians. So Daniel was, by the King's 
Command, clothed with Purple, and a Chain of Gold put 
about his Neck, and was advanced to be third Ruler in the 
Kingdom. 

1 he ſame Night, when this great Feaſt was kept, Lel- 
ſvazzar, the Kiug of the Chaldeans was ſlain, and Darius 
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poſſeſſed himfelf of the Kingdom, by whom Daniel alſo 
was advanced, and made one of the Rulers, in the Kingdom. 


of He 


f 
But his Fellow-Officers much envied him, and combined, We 
how to take away his Life by this fly Conſpiracy. They Abies 
ficſt gained the King's Conſent to make a Decree, Tha © _,, 
whoſoever did prefer any Petition either to God or Man 8 
for thirty Days, (but only to King Darius himſelf) ſhould Il fad P 
be caſt into the Lions Den. Now they knew, that Daniel ond 
uſed thrice a Day, to pray unto the Lord. So Danie! Goat 
betook himſelf to his God, knowing that it is better io o- * 
bey God, than Man; whereupon Daniel is arreſted, and And 
caſt into the Lions Den, but the Lord was with him there, r 
and ſaved him, that the Lions had not Power over him, vera 
for he was approved of God in what he did; he did diſo- Am 
bey the King's wicked Command, to obey God ; and lo he Don 
did no Injury to the King, who ought to command nothing, then 
whereby the Lord ſhould be diſhonoured. And by the to ſu 
Commandment of the King, his Accuſers, together with was 
their Wives and Children, were caſt into the Den of Li- of C 
ons in his Stead, and the Lions had the Maſtery of them, Nus 
and tore them in Pieces. This cauſed Darius to make a who 
Decree, © T hat all Nations ſhould tremble and fear before of t 
the God of Daniel, for he is the living God, and remain- in 2 
eth for ever.” As the Prophet Daniel was innocently ſo c 
condemned, cait into the Lions Den, and had the Door ed. 
ſealed upon him + And, to the Judgment of Man, no Hopes n:en 
of Life, or Means was left him to eſcape ; yet, by the Pro- by t 
vidence of God, he was delivered out of Danger, and came Was 
oi lafe and untouched. In like Manner was our Saviour Cor 
inuocently condemned, caſt into the Grave, ſealed up a- N 
mongſt the Dead, (to common Judgment, left as one out doi 
of Mind) yet, early in the Morning, at the appointed Time, as 
by che Power of his Deity, he railed himſelf from the Pit the 
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of Hell (the Grave) and gloriouſly triumphed over Death, 

After this great Deliverance of the Prophet, he ſaw a 
Viſion of four Beaſts, which did ſignify the four Monar- 
chies, namely, the Romans, Babylonians, Perſians, and Ma- 
cedonians, That there ſhould be in them, and in all Cor- 
ners of the World. horrible Troubles and Afflictions, and 
ſad Perſecutions of the Church of God. He allo ſaw a ſe- 
cond Viſion, which- was a Ram with two Horns, and a 
Goat with one. The Ram with two Horns ſignify'd Pa- 
rius and his two Kingdoms of the Medes and Perfians. 
And by the Goat with one Horn, is repreſented A exan- 
der King of Macedonia, who overcame Darius in two ſe- 
veral Battles, and ſo became ſole Lord of tbe two King- 
doms of the Medes and Per/ians, adding them to his own 
Dominions. But when he had cvercome all the Ea/?, he 
thought to have returned towards the Kingdoms of Greece 
to ſubdue them, but he died by the Way. So the Empire 
was divided into four Parts by four of his Princes, where- 
of Cafſander had Macedonia, Seleucus had Syria, Antigo—- 
nus had Afea the Leſs, and Piolemens, Egypt. Antiochus 
who was the Son of Seleucrs, proved a great Per ſecutor 
of the Church, for he raged againſt the Servants of God 
in a moſt ſa vage Manner, He was not only cruel, but al- 
ſo craſty ; infoinuch that it is ſaid, he could not be deceiv- 
ed. He had alſo a great Power, viz fix thouſand Horſe- 
men, and threeſcore thouſand Footmen at command, but 
by the Hand of God he was overinrown, and his Shame 
was turned upon his own Head; for he was ſlain by the 
Country Men. | b 

In the eleventh Chapter we may read of ſeveral King- 
doms, that were Enemies to the true Church of the Lord, 
as Petſiu, Greece, Egypt, Syria, and of the Miſeries which 
they endured, under their Tyranny, fo as 0 did {lij] 
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ſeem to fight under the Croſs. For the Church of Chri} 
mult look for Trials and Perſecutions, whilſt it continues 
to be a Church militant, Bur the Tyrants could no longer 
prevail, than the Lord had appointed, which is but for a 
Time, for the Determination is made by God. 

'T he Prophet alſo declareth, that the Romans ſhould ob- 
ſerve no Certainty or Form of Religion, but ſhould be ſub- 
zet to change at Pleaſure. He alſo noteth, how the 


Church ſhould be in great Affliction, even unto Christ's 


Coming; but that the Lord would ſend his Angel to de- 
liver it, whom in the twelfth Chapter he calleth Michael, 


meaning our Saviour Ze/zs Chriſt, who is publiſhed by the 


Preaching of the Goſpel. Here alſo he ſheweth Chri/''s 


Office, and the Cauſe of his Death, which was by his 8a- 


criſice to take away Sins, and to bring everlaſting Life. 
He ſheweth alſo, that after Chri/t is offered, the Lord 
will leave his People to be exerciſed under the Croſs, un- 
til the Dead riſe again, and Chriſt ſhall gather together 
his Ele& at his ſecond Coming ; and they ſhall be bleſled, 
that patiently abide in his Appearance. 


The SUMMARY. 
'This Book of Dame! doth chiefly contain an Hiſlory 
of Things done in the Hab) lonian and Perſian Kingdoms, 


and a Propheſy of Things to be done, and many Calami- 
ties to be executed, with a final Leliverance to the Glory 


of the elect People of Jod. 
N. B. Daniel was gifted with moſt ſpecial Revelations 
of ſuch J hings as ſhould befal the Church, from the 
Time that they were in Captivity, tothe World's End. 


Seer, 
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=; Bethlemoth, in the Tribe of IJ ac har, not far 
N from Bethulia, about fifty two Miles from 
de. M Feruſalem, Northward. He propheſied eight 
hundred Years before the coming of C5hr:/7. 

Though by the ſubtile Counfel of Feroboam, the ten 
Tribes had fallen away from'the Lord into Idolatry, wor- 
ſhipping him according to their own Fancies and Inven- 
tions, not according to the written Law of 7ofes: Never- 
theleſs the Lord was pleaſed to ſend unto them Prophets 
to alarm them, and to call them to Repentance. Yet be- 
ing of obJurate Hearts, they grew worle and worſe, abu- 
fag z the rich Benefits of the Lord. When their Sins and 
earthly Proſperities were at the higheſt Pitch, the Lord 
ſent his Servant Hoſea, which ſignifies a Saviour, to the 
People of Jfrael, to condemn them for their Ingratitude. 
He propbeſied for many Years, as may be collected by 
the firſt Verſe of the firſt Chapter, in the Days of four 
Kings, which Space is computed to be above threeſcore 
Years, 

He was ſent by God unto the Iſraelites, even at the 
ſame Time when {/aiah and Micaiah were ſent unto the 
People of Judah. And whereas the People, by reaſon ot 


Es H I S Prophet was born in a Town called 
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their outward Pomp and Riches, thought themſelves to be 
greatly in the Favour of God, and his peculiar People, 
the Prophet letteth them know, that they are Baſtards, 
and Children, that are born in Adulteries ; manifeſting un- 
to them, that their Kingdom ſhould be taken from them, 
and given to the AHHriaxs. 

His Doctrine conſiſteth of Mercy and Judgment, allur- 
ing the People by the Sweetneſs of God's Promiſes to re- 
turn, and to obey and fear the Lord. And on the other 
Hand he deters them, by manifeſting the divine Plagues 
ready to fall upon them, for their Idolatry and ünful 
Courſe of Life, it they did not repent. Thus did the Pro- 
phet faithfully execute his Office for à long Space, 
though he was not regarded, but derided. 

In the ſecond Verſe of the firſt Chapter is ſet forth 
(under a Parable or Figure) the Idolatry of the Syna- 
gogue, and of the People her Children; the Lord ſaying 
to the Prophet, Go, take unto thee a Miſe of Whoredoms, 
and Children of Hhoredoms. For the Land hath commut- 
ted great WY horedom, &c. So he went and took Gomer 
the Daughter of Diblaim; now Gomer ſignifieth a Con- 
ſumption, or Corruption; and Dibiaim importeth Rottenneys, 
or that the People were all corrupt, like a Cluſter of rot- 
ten Figs; thoſe Terms being uſed to ſet forth the Filthi- 
neſs of their Idolatry. | 


The Lord by the Prophet ſetteth forth the Fruit of I- 


dolatry, by the Word Lo-ammi, which ſignifies, Not my 
People; for fo long as we delight in Wickedneſs, we are 
none of God's Servants. Hereupon the Prophet inviteth 
the People to Repentance, ſhewing them their Idolatry, 
and Siufulneſs of Life, how it cauſeth the Lord to take a- 


way his Bleſſings, and his Mercies, when they abuſe 
them. | 


HOSE 4 159 

He alſo ſetteth forth the Sins of the People in the 
fourth Chapter, and complaineth againſt them, and againſt 
the Prieſts and Rulers alſo of Hrael, that they committed 
Iniquity, and that they wanted Knowledge, by their Ne- 
glecting of the Word of the Lord, and ſo fell into all Man- 
ner of Sins, as Swearing, Lying, Killing Stealing, commit- 
ting Adultery. The Prieſts and Princes alſo caught the 
poor People in their Snares; for all which Iniquities Judg- 


ments are threatned againſt them by the Prophet, that 


they ſhould periſh altogether, the one becauſe he would 
rot obey, and the other becauſe he would not admoniſh: 
And their Synagogue, wherein they boaſted, ſhould be 
deſtroy'd WR; 

Bethel, which fignifieth the Houſe of God, is ſtiled 
Bethaven, that is, the Houſe of iniquity, becauſe of the 
great Abominations ſer up there, manifeſting unto us, 
That no Place is holy, where the Lord is not truly wor- 
ſhipped. 

'T he Prophet ſheweth the People the Method, how 
they ought to turn unto the Lord, that ſo he might re- 
call his Judgments denounced againſt them, that the 
Lord's Help is not far off, if we return unto him. 

Gilead there ſpoken of was the Place, where the Prieſts 
lived, and ſhould have given the beſt Inſtructions, but it 
proved to be rather a Place much polluted. 

The People eſteemed of their wicked King 7eroboam 
above the Lord, ſeeking how to flatter and pleaſe him, 

Ephraim is denoted to have counterfeited the Religion 
of the Centiles, that he is as a Cake bak ed on the one Side, 
and raw on the other, neither hot, nor thorough cold, 
but partly a Zew, and partly a Gentile. 

In the eighth Chapter God directed the Prophet to 
lignify the ſpeedy Coming of the Enemy againſt Jrae!; 
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becauſe of their Iniquities. They ſought not to the Lord 


in their Diſtreſs, but made their Addreſſes to the Help 


of Man, even to Egypt, where they found ſmall Comſort, 
even Nettles in their pleaſant Places, and Thorns in their 
Tabernacles. 'T hither the {/7aez/ites fled for Succcur, 
but that would not ſhelter them: They were allo plagued 
at home with Famine and Slaughter, yet this was not ail; 
for their chiet City Samaria was deſbroyed, and the Peg- 
ple, who were ſpared, and iurvived, were led away c:p- 
tive into Afjyria, 


Other Places were plagued by the Sword, yet the Lord's 
loving Favour is exprefled to the Godiy, in that he will 
ſay to Death, I wi! be thy Plaguss, and to the Grave, I 
will be thy Deſtruction; ſo he win prove a Deliverance 
to them. By all theſe Afflictibns, that fell upon Ifrael, 
we may learn to avoid the like threatned upon us, if we 
forſake not our Sins, and turn to the Lord by unfeigned 
Repentance. 


The Propheſy of Vlaſea is either parabolical, as (Firſt) pro- 
pounded, in Chapter the fitlt. And Secondly, applied, as 
Chapter 2d. or 24. and repeate l, 7 h:rdly, as Chapter zd. 
Or elle it is piainly expreited, and therein it is either a 
Commination and lavedctive, as laid down in three Sermons; 
the firſt in the fourth Chapter, the ſecond in Chapters 5, 
6, and 7; the third in Chapters 8, and 1o. with a Cou- 
ſolation in Chapters 11, 12, 13, and 14. 


A notable Example there is in Chapter 13. of People, 
whoſe Affections are {trowug for the Preſent, and yet worn 
away in a little Lime. When Ephraim ſpake, trembling, 
he eſtabliſhed himſelf in /frael, but when he offended in 


Baal, he diced. When Ephraim ſpake, that is, when Je- 


H 0854 4 161 
beam, who was of the Tribe of Ephraim, declared his 
Purpoſe to alter the Purpoſe of the Lord, the People at 
firſt, were exceedingly affected with it; they ſtood all 
trembling at ſuch a ſtrange Thing: But 7eroboam exalted 
himſelf in Iſrael; he went reſolutely on his way to bring 
his Purpoſe to effect. So the People in a ſhort Space were 
brought to offend in Baal, and then they died, they be- 
came a dead, ſottiſh, heartleſs People, fit to receive or do 
auy Thing, tho? never ſo vile. 
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MILE MET, e n H E. Name Je Lamiges, he 1s quiet or 
Pb ff. contented: This Prophet was the Son 
Ly (AE T 3 25 of Pethue!, He firſt rebuketh the 

; YA People of Zudah, both Princes; Prieſts, 
e % and Governors, and mindeth them of 
LEE . . . 3% 2 the Judgments of God, who had puniſh- 
cd the Land for ſome Years, by reaſon of their Sins, ſo 
now the Occaſion of their Exceis and Drunkenneſs was 
eken away, Thuvgh they were puniſhed with a great 
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Famine, yet they remained obſtinate: Wherefore the 
Prophet exhorts them to humble themſelves by Pray er 


and ſailing before the Lord; ſaying, Gird yourſelves, and 
lament, ye Prie/ts; Howl, ye Miniſters of the Altar: Come, 
lie all Night in Sackeloth, ye Miniſters of my God, for the 
Aeat-offering, and the Drin&-offering is with-holden ſrom 
the Houſe of your God. Santtify ye a Faſt, call a ſolemn 
afjembly ; gather the Elders, and all the Inhabitants of the 
Land, into the Houſe of the Lord your God, and cry unto 
the Lord, declaring, that the only Means to pacify the 
Wrath of the Lord, and to procure the Return of his di- 
vine Bleſüngs, is unfeigned Repentance. 


M 
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The Famine was ſo great in the Land, that Men pin- 
ed away for lack of Food, the Cattle alſo bowled and 
roared for the Want ol Suſtenance. 

Great Plagues were threatned againſt them, becauſe 
they grew daily to more Hardneſs of Heart, and were 
more obſtinate and rebellious againſt God, notwithſtand- 
ing all his former ſevere Punithments. The Prophet 
declareth, that their Repentance muſt be earneſt, not 
ſeigned; it muſt be exerted with all their Hearts, and 
with Faſting, and Weeping, and Mourning, becauſe they 
had ſo grievouſly offended the Lord. And in ſo doing, 
he aſſureth them, that God will be merciful, and not for- 
get his Covenant, which he made with their Fathers, but 
that he will, at laſt, ſend his Son Chri/t Jeſus, who ſhall 
gather the ſcattered Sheep, and reſtore them to Life and 
Liberty. 

They were admoniſhed to mortify their Affections, and 
to ſerve God with Pureneſs of Heart, and not with out- 
ward Ceremonies. 


The Lord alſo, by this holy and zealous Prophet doth 


confirm his People againſt all Troubles; aſſuring them, 
that he will be the Hope of his People, and their 
Strength; and that when he deſtroyeth his Enemies, his 
own Children ſhall be delivered. And promiſeth to his 
Church Abundance of Graces to cleanſe them and to pu- 
rify them; though heretofore they had lain in their Fil- 
thineſs; and foretelleth the Confuſton of them, that were 
their Enemies, 


. 


This Propheſy of Joel doth contain in Chap. 1. A Com- 
mination of Famine. 
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In Chap. 2. An Exhortation to Repentance. 

In Chap 3. A Conſolation to the Penitent. 

This Prophet propheſy'd eight hundred Years before 
Chriſt, in Zeru/aiem and Zudah particularly; but not in 
Ephraim or Iſrael, that we read of. And becauſe there is 
no Mention made of the ten Tribes in all this Book, the 


Learned conclude, it was written after they were carried 
away captive. 


He propheſy'd of Famine and Drought, which came to 
paſs in the Days of Aha, and conſequently he is thought 


to be Co-temporary with Ho/ea, whoſe Propheſy is plac- 


ed immediately before this. 


He is ſaid by ſome, to be born at Bet h- horon near 
Syc hem, and that his Father Pethuel was one of the Pro- 
phets. 


* 
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AM . 


ing to the Weight of his Words, which his 
- Adveriary Amaziah ſaid, the very Earth it» 

ſelf could not bear, Amos 7. 10. He pro- 
pheſy'd about the ſame Time with 4g/ea and Joel, and un- 
der the ſame publick Governments. He is ſuppoſed to 
have been flain by that ſame vile Amaziab, the Prieſt of 
Bethel. againſt whom he had propheſy'd very ſeverely, 

The Lord was pleaſed, for the further Admoniſhment 
of the People of Jyrael, to raiſe up the Prophet Amos, 
who was a Shepherd, or a Herdſman; born at a poor 
Town called T ekoa, about fix Miles from Ferualem in u- 
dea. The Lord inſpired this holy Prophet with Know- 
ledge and Perſeverance, to reprove all States and Degrees, 
in denouncing God's ſevere Judgments againſt them unleſs 
they ſhould in Time repent, 

He prophelſy'd in //rael in the Days of Uzzioh King 
of Judah, and in the Time of Jeroboam the Son of 7oa/h, 
King of Jrael, declaring to the People, that whatſoever 
was fruitful and pleaſapt in /jrael, ſhould ſhortly periſh. 
Likewiſe he let them know, that if the Lord ſpared not 
the Y4ſhrians, and other Nations about them, who had 
lived in Ignorance of the true God (as it were 1n reſpe& 
of them) but for their Sins were puniſhed, how much 
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leſs could they (the 7/-aelites ) look for any Thing elſe but 


an Horrible Deſtruction at the Lord's Hand, having com- 
mitted ſo many and grievous Tranſgreſſions againit God 
and Man! 'They had heard the Word of the Lord, by 
his holy Prophets converſing amongſt them, to fore- 
warn and inſtruct them in the true Way and Fear of the 


Lord. 


He fir ſt propheſy'd againſt Damaſcus, and the Phi: 
/tines, againſt Tyre, and againſt the /dumeans, and again(t 
the Ammonites, and the Moabites, who were all ignorant of 
the true Knowledge of God, Much more then would 
the Lord come againſt the 7ezws, whom he bad choſen 


out to be his People, and nurſed up in his Diſcipline. 


It is recorded by Jeſephus and others, that the Ma- 


bites were ſo cruelly enraged againſt the King of Edom, 


that they burned his Bones after he was dead, declar- 
ing their barbarous Malice, and rancorous Fury towards 
them. 

Judan, to whom the divine Promiſe more eminently be- 
longed, was highly threatned for their frequently repeats 
ed Provocations. 'They eſteemed vile Bribes more than 
Men's Lives, and uſed Hypocriſy in their Worſhip of 
God, not conſidering the great Wonders which the 


- Lord had done, and his mighty Deliverances wrought 


for them, They were guilty of contemning God's Be- 
neſits, and abuſing his Graces; and therefore the Lord 
acknowledged, that they had wearied him with their Ini- 
quities. 


He propheſy'd againſt Juda and 1/rael, becauſe they 


had caſt away the Los ot the Lord, and had not hearkned 


to his Commandments, but lived in Preſumption, Cruelty, 
Oppreſſion, Covetouſneſs, &c, Inſtead of Equity, they 


uſed Oppreſſion, wherefore it was threatned, that they - 
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ſhould build Houſes and not dwell therein ; and that they 
ſhould plant Vineyards, but not eat of the Grapes thereof, 
becauſe their Foundations were not laid a- right, but were 
grounded upon the Ruins of the People. 

J he Lord dealt not with the VD aelites, as he did uſual- 
ly with other People; for, he ever warned them before- 
hand, by his Prophets. Nay, God, at laſt, ſo threatned 
the People of //rael, by reafon of their obdurate Hearts, 
that he would fo plague them, that the Godly ſhould not 
ſo much as open their Mouths for them, nor ſeek to God 
in their Behalf, nor take the Pains ro admoniſh them of 


their Faults, 
The People were fo hardned in their Sins, that they 


thought themſelyes innocent and ſecure, ſtretching them- 
ſeives upon their Beds, and delighting in their Pleaſures. 
The Princes and wealthy ones came hereby to be reprov- 
ed, becauſe they behaved themſelves as Perſons not re- 
garding God's Plagues, threatned by the Prophet for their 
Idleneſs, Wantonneſs, and Riot. They were delighted 
in /tretching themſelves upon their Beds of Ivory, eating 
the Lambs of the Flock, and drinking Wine in gr eat W 
with their Muſick and Paſtime. 

All this while none of them was fo charicable as to pi- 
ty the Poor; but they generally continued ſtill in their 
Wickedneſs, thinking God's Plagues, which had been 
threatned againſt them, to be far off, But we may note 
their Puniſhment in the End: Their Feaſts were turned 
into Mourning, their Songs into Lamentations, their Eate 
into want of Reſt; and, at lat, a Famine raged in the 


Land; not of Bread, but of Hearing the Word of the 


Lord; which is the ſoreſt Famine, even the Famine that 
ſtar ves the Soul. And they ſpall wander from Sea t9 Sea; 


they ſhall run to and fro 1o ſees the Word of the Lord, and 


M- 4 


7 . 
. 
a 
- 
ul 
. 
''S : 
54 . 
. [ 
9 
1 
3 ; 
F« ff 
Fu. : 
154% 
44%; ». 
44 
{ . 
> th 
7 
: 7 
07 58 
Ti N N 
4.0 
q N 
+: 
, * 
7 
+ [4 
HY 
W 
: N 
13 19 
Ag. 
N N 
+ 
4e. 
15 7 
Ie 
: 
141 
* 
. 
1 
4 If 
* 
15 
c : 
»y OY 
4 | 
e 
114 ; 
} 8 
$* 4 
39 
* [fl 
N 
0 F 
+. l 
0 
3 
. 
IT) 
1 ? 
© y 
* * 
Jin 
* * 
* 
7 
"2&1 
— 
5 * 
1 
+ x % 
£3 $31 
1 A 
A | 
1? N 
* [4 Y Sj 
. » 
* 
1 
*. 9 
1 + 
. 
# * 
4 
1 
= 
* 4 | 9 
«7 
1 
* 4 
2: 
"has Bi 
1 0 
LP 
- 
(nt 4 
14 44 
47 9% 
6 178 
Y f Fins 
of * 
Ie :, 
+1 © 38 
1171 
1 
(238 BI 
if . 
1 1 
it 1 p 
: 1 
1 - 
. 0 
* 2 4 
1 [99 50 
: = 
4 
ky, 
#3. Tit 
47 
9 
VF att 
1 \ 7 
N 
9 \ 
1 5 
1 
+ 
Wo 
; . 
IK v 1 
7 : 
* 
x bh 
Me 
. % 
” 
: 1 5 | 
1%. 
-AÞ . 0 
: Y 
Þ 
* 
th 
* 
i 
— 
wy 


/ 


168 A M 0 S. 
all not find it, Whereby the Prophet ſignifieth to them, 


that they ſhould not only periſh in their Bodies, but alſo 


in their Souls, for lack of the Word of the Lord, which 
is the Food thereof, 

The Prophet further declareth by God's . 
Power, by his Making of the Heavens and the Elements, 
and by his univerſal and unbounded Knowledge, that it 
is not poſſible for Man to eſcape his Judgments, when he 
is reſolved to puniſh, and that he is an Enemy to the Un- 
godly, in all Places of the viſible or ſenſible World. 
Yet though he deſtroy the Wicked, he will ever remem- 
ber the Remnant of his Church, that none of his Elect 
ſhould periſh in his Wrath, comforting the Godly, with 
the Hopes of the Coming of the Meſſiah, by and 
through whom, they ſhould expect to have perfect Deliver- 
ance and Salvation, when there ſhall be great Plenty of 
all things, when one Kind of Fruit is ripe, then another 
ſhould follow, and every one in its Courſe, | 


SUMMARY. 


'This Propheſy of Amos contains, firſt, a Commina- 
tion againſt the Enemies of God's Church and People, 


| (Chap. 1.) And againſt the Zezws and Tfraelites, in regard 


of their Idolatry, (Chap. 2.) Againſt their Violence, (Chap- 
ter 3.) Againſt their Pride, Iniquity, Inhumanity and 
Luxury, (Chap. 4, 5, 6.) And expreſſed in a threefold 
Type, (Chap. 7, 8, 9.) 

Concluding with a Conſolation from the 1 1th verſe of 
the gth Chapter to the End. 
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Nn Rn H E Name Obadiah, ſignifies God's Servant; 
=__A who propheſy'd about fix hundred Years be- 
K* * fore the coming of Jeſus Chriſt; as ſome 
k he write; While others think he was Cotempo- 
rary with Amos. 
The Prophet Obadiah in this his Chapter, complain- 
eth of the want of Charity in the Edomites, towards the 
Iſraelites, who were their Brethren, and near Relations 
by original Deſcent; for the /dumeans came of Eſau, 
who is Edom, and the Maelites deſcended from Jacob 
his own Brother, Yet they always proved mortal Enemies 
to the 1/raelites, inſomuch, that they not only vexed them 
with ſundry kinds of Cruelties, but they alſo ſtirred 
others to riſe up againſt them, and cauſed the People of 
Iſrael to ſuffer great Miſery and Affliction. And when 
theſe Edomites were in their greateſt Proſperity, and be- 
haved themſelves in the moſt inſulting Manner over //7ael, 
the Lord raiſed up this Prophet to comfort them. In ex- 
ecuting his Commiſſion he told them, that God had now 
determined to deſtroy their Adverſaries, and to ſend them 
ſuch as ſhould work out a Deliverance for them. 
In the firſt Yerle it is revealed, that the Lord will raiſe 
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up the Heathen to be a Deſtruction to the Edomites, and 
that becauſe they were Enemies to the Church of God, as 
it is in the loth Verſe, 

Theſe Edomites were complained of for their notorious 
lack of Charity, or rather for their-extreme Cruelty tg 
their Brethren, They joined with their Enemies; they 
rejoyced when they were brought even to Deſtruction, and 
gladly ſhared in their Spoil. They joined with Nebu- 
chadxezzar againſt them, whereas they ſhould have pi- 
tied and holpen them; but ſaith the Text, For thy Yu. 
lence again/t thy Brother Facob, Shame ſhall cover thee, 
and thou fhalt be cut off for ever. So again, he madc the 
Houſe of Jacob a Fire, and the Houſe of Jeſeph a Flame, 
and ſet the Edomites between them, as Stubble to be de- 
voured, * and there ſhall be no Remnant of the Houſe of 
* E/au, for the Lord hath ſpoken it.“ Yet the Lord had 
a care to preſerve his Church, and to reſtore it, and to 
ſet up the Kingdom of the Meſſiab, which he had promi- 
ſed here; ſo he ſetteth forth how the Church ſhall proſ- 
per, and be enlarged, and have great Poſſeſſions under the 
Meſftah, 1 the Prophet calleth Lord, as the chief 
Head of his Church, 

Note, This Prophet doth firſt terrify, then 28 8 
and in the End doth comfort. 

He lived 600 Years before Chriſt, in the Time of the 
Captivity of Babylon. There were near 300 Years dil- 
rance of Time between this Prophet, and his Predeceſſor 
Cbadiab, Chamberlain of Abab's Houſhold, who hid the 
Lord's Prophets by 50 in a Cave, and was one of thole 
7200, that had not bowed the Knee to Baal, 
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. ee, H E Name Jonah ſigniſieth a Dore; and eſ- 


| 


- V2 


pecially repreſenteth Chr:/7 in his Name; for 
3} } Chris was that gracious and innocent Dove, 
a ho hath made evident to Man his ſingular 
Milercy and Clemency, without any Appear- 
ance of Gall and Bitterneſs. And in his Afflictions, as 79- 
nah thruſt himſelf into a Sea of Calamity, and there was ſwal- 
lowed up of a Whale, which might well be reſembled ro the 


Grave: So Chriſt our Saviour was caſt into the Sea of Af- 
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fiction, into the Miferies and Calamities of this World, 


and after that was thruſt into the Jaws of Death, and the 
Grave; where (as 7onah ct ' 'n the Whale's Beliy) he lay 
three Days, and then roſe „ the Earth being unable 
any longer to contain his bielied Body. 


Ihe Lord gave the Prophet 7Zonah an expreſs Charge 


(after he had for fome Time propheſy'd in Hrael) to go 
and preach to the People of Nineveh, that great City, the 
giory of the Earth for its Magnificence, and to denounce 
his Judgments agaiuſt it. 

It was the chief City of the rians, compleated by 
Ninus, aud was equalled by none in the World for the 
Number of its Inhabitants : For the Lord, ſeeing the Ob- 
ſtinacy of the Hfraelites, that by his Mercies and Judgments, 


Which were daily in their View, and that by the preaching 
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of his Prophets, tho' never ſo frequent and fervent, little 
or no Impreſſion could be made to their Reformation. lent 
this Prophet to the Genti.es, that they might be an exem- 
plary Means to provoke them to Repentance, or at leaſt 
make them inexcuſable But ſuch was Jonabh's Imbecillity, 
that he did not promptly follow the Lord's Commands, 
but gave Place to his own Reaſon, thinking he ſhould no- 
thing prevail among a foreign, heatheniſh, and idolatrous 
People, who were Strangers to God and himſelf; ſeeing 
he could do little Good amongſt his Country- men in //rael: 
And therefore inſtead of going to Nzneveh, he lhipped 
himſelf off for 7 ar/hi/h. But the Lord, who is the ſu— 


preme Governour over Sea and Land, ſends out after him, 


even a great Wind, and a mighty Tempeſt, which raiſed 
the Sea, and rolled the Waves, and rocked the Ship, and 
rouzed up the ſleepy Jonah. But he finds no Reſt in the 
Ship, nor the Ship any Safety, neither did the Sea enjoy a- 
ny Calm in itſelt, 'till ſuch Time as the Mariners had 
thrown Jonah over-board to appeaſe it. Thus was 
Jonah chaſtiſed of the Lord, yet the divine Providence 
Was ſtill over him; and tho? for his Sin, he was caſt out, 
yet he was not intirely caſt off by the Lord his Creator: 
For he ſent a Whale, that ſwallowed him up alive, and be- 
ing in the Whale's Belly, he thought of his Sin, in diſo— 
beying of the Lord's Command, and cryed to the Lord, as 
it we being between Hope and Deſpair. Yet in the 
End, his Faith got the Victory, ſo that the Lord cauſed the 
Fiſh to caſt him up upon the dry Land. And being thus 
preſerved, and by the Almighty Power delivered, he had 
the ſecond Time the ſame Charge laid upon him, ſaying, 
« Ariſe, go, preach to Vineveh that great City, Which 
the Prophet Jonah had no ſooner heard, but in Obedience 
io the Lord's Command, he aroſe (ſaith the Text) and went. 
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Nineveh was a noble and ſplendid City, of three Days 
Journey in Length, containing in Circuit about forty eight 
Miles, as Hiſtorians ſet forth, and had one thouſand five 
hundred Towers in it; and ſo very Populous it was, that 
at that Time, there was computed in it, one hundred and 
twenty thouſand Children. Jonah travelled along the 
Streets one Day's Journey, ſaying, * Yet forty Days, and 
* Nineveh ſhall be deſtroyed. He declared that he was 
a Prophet ſent to them from the Lord, to denounce his 
Judgment againſt them, if they repeuted not; and willed 
them earneſtly to call to God for Mercy, Thus he con- 
tinued preaching, until the People were converted; for 
they entertained his Doctrine with much Surprize, and F ear, 
and Trembling, and proclaimed a Faſt from the greateſt to 
the ſmalleſt. The King-aroſe from his Throne, laid aſide 
his Robes from him, and covered himſelf with Sackcloth, 
commanding all his Subjects to do the like; and that nei- 
ther Man nor Beaſt ſhould taſte any Food, *till they had 
cryed to the Lord for Mercy; not that the dumb Beaſts 
had ſinned, or could repent, but that by their Example 
Man might be aſtoniſhed, when he conſidered, that for his 
Sin the Anger of God hanged over all the Creatures. 

The Lord ſeeing the People's Repentance, turned away 
his Wrath, and ſpared their City ; their. Repentance was 
fincere, the Fruits whereof proceeded from a lively Faith, 
which the Lord had planted in them, by the earneſt Preach- 
ing of the Prophet. 

Fonah, at firſt, was troubled at this unexpected turn of 
Providence, thinking hereby, that he ſhould be taken for 
a falſe Prophet, and ſo the Name of God which he had 
preached, would be blaſphemed ; as if the Prophets were 
ſent forth to denounce the Lord's Judgments in vain. But 


the Lord reproved him, as if he ſhould ſay, wilt thou be 
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Judge, when I do great Things for my Glory? Thi 
Doubt cauſed him to go out of the City on the Eaſt-fie, 
andthere he built him a Booth, God cauſed alſo a Gourd 
to grow over him, to ſhade him from the Heat of the Sun: 
But the next Morning a Worm had ſo gnawed it at the 
Root, that it withered and periſhed. Then the Eaſtern 
Winds, and the Heat of the piercing Sun-beams beat ſo 
powerfully upon 7on2h's Head, that they made him faint, 
And when he was fore grieved for the Loſs of his Gourd, 
God reproved him, ſaying, Doſt thou do well to be an- 
* ory for the Gourd ? Thou haſt had Pity on that, for 
* which thou haſt not laboured, nor madeſt it grow; which 
came up in a Night, and periſhed in a Night: And ſhou!d 
not I ſpare Nineveh, that great City, wherein are fix 
* ſcore thouſand Perſons, which cannot diſcern between 
their right Hand and their left.” 

T bis declareth the great Inconveniencies, whereinto the 


Servants of God are apt to fall, when they give Place to 


their own Affections, and do not in all Things willingly 
ſubmit to the Lord. Here we ought to know, that the 
Word of God ſpoken, * Yet forty Days, and Nineveh ſhall 
be deſtroy d, Vas conditionally ſpoken, That, if they did 
not repeat in that Space, and turn to the Lord, then aflu- 
redly they ſhould periſh. 


Here, in this Book, more particular Obſervations are 
alſo ſet forth in the two Callings of Jonah: Fir/?, The 
Manner, in Chap. 1. the Effect in his Prayer, Chap. 2. 
In the Second is expreſſed, his Sermon to the Ninevites, 
with their Repentance, Chap. 3. And the Effect of their 
Repentance, Chap. 4. 
That Whale which had devoured Jonah, in three Days 
and three Nights, ſwam with him to the Euæine Sea, and 
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there diſgorged him upon the Shore, which was fix hun- 
dred Miles from pa, where he firſt took Ship. From 
thence he went to Nineveh, which, by Computation, is 
eight hundred Miles further: And then, according to the 
Power committed to him, he preached Repentance to the 
Ninevites, See Foſephus, his Antiquities, Book the 9th. 

Chriſt expounded vonab's lying for three Days in the 
Whale's Belly, to be a Sign of his own Burial and lying in 
the Earth, 

The Death of the Saviour was to him a Means of his 
Purial, fo the caſting out of Jonab into the Sea by the Mar- 
riaers, was the Means whereby he lay three Days and 
three Nights in the Belly of the Whale, ye is willing- 
ly drowned here; Chriſt alſo there died willingly, and 
yielded up his Ghoſt, tho' none could take it from him. 

Jonah alone muſt ſuffer to fave the reit of the Ship: 

Chri/t alone did tread the Wine-preis; and Chriſt doth 
die alone to ſtay his Father's Wrath, and to o fave all his 
Elect. 

But here is this material Difference to be obſer v'd. viz, 
That Jonab, when he ſuffered, was alone in all the Fault ; 


but the holy 7g, when he ſullered, was only without all 
Fault. 


7onah was in the Fiſh's Belly, ſo was Chriſt in the Grave. 


Jonah came forth from thence, fo did our Lord rife again. 


His riſing doth bring our riſing ; his Reſurrection is the 
Cauſe of ours, 


We have all, with Jonah, fled from our Duty, which 
vie owe unto our Lord and Maker, and have lain long in 


the Belly of Sin; aud Satar is deſirous to ſwallow us into 
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176 . 
Hell. Let us implore the Lord to free us from that Ene: 
my, and to convey us ſafely into his Kingdom. 


It is a nice Obſervation of St. Jerom, upon this Prophet's 
Caſe in the Belly of the Fiſh, That where Deſtruction was 
imagin'd and expected, Preſervation is provided in its Stead, 
And another of the Fathers ſays very aptly to this Purpoſe; 
* Do the Divine Ears wait for the external Sound of the 
Voice? If ſo; then how could Zona/'s Prayer make its 
Way up into God's heavenly Preſence, through the Dif- 


advantages he lay under, in the Whale's Belly, where he 


was like to be ſtifled with the Bowels of that huge devour- 
ing Monſter, and cover'd with the vaſt Weight of raging 
Waters! But his Prayer was mental, conceived in his 
Thoughts, during his melancholy Confinement, and writ- 


ten down by him, after he was vomited up again ſafe on 
the Shore,” 


— 
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* 878.8 SH 1CA H was a Prophet of the Tribe of Ju- 

M dah, who was employed in the Work of the 
9k. 55 Lord, in Judah and Iſrael, in the Days of 
89 8 M Iſaiah. He is recorded to have been born at 
Mare ſba h, a Town in Judea, about ſixteen Miles from 
Zeru/alem; which, to this Day, is a little Village near E- 
leut heropolis, a City of Paleſ/line. 

The Name Micah ſignifies humble, or lowly. It was 
held in great Eſtimation, becauſe he was the firſt that na- 
med the Country, where our Saviour Chriſt ſhould be 
born, eight hundred Years before his chris #. in Lethle- 
bem. 

This Prophet ſetteth forth the Deſtruction of Fudah 
and Jeruſulem, and the Cauſe thereof. F:r/?, He reproveth 
the Malice and Obſtinacy of the People, and their Con- 


tempt of God's Word as alſo their Idolatry. He noteth 


the Cruelty of the Princes and Governours, and the Abu- 
ſes of the falſe Prophets, receiving the Idolatry of 7ero- 
boam, and thereby infeſting Jeruſalem w:th horrible Su- 
perſtition. 

He alſo propheſy'd againſt his own Country where he 
was born, and that was Mare/hah, a City of udah, which 
lignifieth an Heritage, and faith, that God would ſend an 
Heir to poſſeſs it. 

The Prophet alſo threatneth Miſery againſt the Wan- 
ton, who execute their wicked Devices in the Night, work- 
ing Miſchief on their Beds. 

He declares alſo, what Prophet the People do common- 
ly delight in; namely, ſuch as tell them ſmooth Things, 
and fatter them with pleafant Tales; but they cannot 


away with the teaching of the Lord's Prophets, imagining 


4 
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themſelves qualified to preſcribe Inſtructions to them. He 
condemns the Princes and mighty ones for ſelling Juſtice, 
for hating the Good and loving the Evil ; and for oppreſ- 
ſing the Poor. He condemns them, not only of Covetouſ- 
neſs, Theft, and Murder, but compareth them even to 
greedy F/olves, Lions, and moſt eruel Beaſts. 

1 he Prophets were highly reproved for their Covetouſ- 
neſs, and Simony; the Prieſts teaching for Hire, and the 
Prophets propheſying for Money, abuſing the Name of 
the Lord, as if they were God's People, which was a ſpe- 
cious Pretence to cloke their Hypocriſy, | 

In the fourth Chapter he manifeſteth, that Chri/ ſhall 
come, and demonſtrates, that there is no true Church, but 
where the People are taught by the Word of God, and 
by the divine Threatnings and Corrections; and he tells 


them withal, that God will bring the People into Subjec- 


tion, which are in the utmoſt Corners of the World. 

In the fifth Chapter is ſet forth to us the. Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, and that the Rulers thereof ſhould be ſmitten 
with much Contempt. And, tho' the Village of Bethlehem 
was eſteemed a ſmall and inconſiderable Place, yet the 
Lord would raiſe a Captain and Governour from thence, 
whoſe Kingdom ſhould be ſtable and everlaſting, (mean- 
ing our Lord Chriſt.) 5 88 

In the ſixth Chapter, he taketh the Rock and high 
Mountains to witneſs agaiaſt the Obſtinacy of the People, 
in contempt of the Lord's great Mercies vouchfafed to 
them. Then he calls the People to the Obſervation of 
the ſecond Table of the Law of God, which he epitomi- 
ſes into three Particulars, To do juſtly, to love Mercy, and 
to walk humbly with God. 

In the laſt Chapter, the Prophet takes upon him to 


_ repreſent the Perſon of the Earth, which complains, that 


De 
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all her Fruits are gone, and that ſhe has nothing valuable 
left to her; as if there were now no godly Man remain« 
ing; but all were linked together to do that which is e- 
vil; all were conſpiring to do Miſchief. And then his 
further Direction was, that the only Remedy of the God- 
ly in ſuch Times, is to repair to the Lord for Succour; 
for he will ſhew himſelf a Deliverer to his Church, and a 
Deſtroyer of thoſe, that are his own and her Enemies. 

In the 14th Verſe of this Chapter, the Prophet pray- 
eth to God to be merciful unto his Church, when they 
ſhould be ſcattered abroad in ſolitary Places. And in 
the 15th Verſe, the Lord promiſed to be favourabie again 
unto his People, as he had been aforetime. And the 
Church, in the laſt Verſe, is aſſured, that God will in 
fact confirm the Truth of his merciful Promiſes, which 
he had made of old to Abraham, and to all that ſhould ap- 
prehend the Promiſe by Faith. 

Here we may note, that his Prophet Micah was not 
the Perſon that reſiſted Ahab, and all his falſe Prophets 
(1 Kings 22, 8. ) For the zealous Prophet there meant, was 
called Micaiah, neither was there any Thing farther of 
him upon Record. 


7 he SUMMARY. 


The Prophely of Micah contains five Sermons, as, 
namely, 
1. T hreatnings againſt the whole Kingdom, 1, and 2, 
2. T hreatnings againſt the Magiſtrates, Chap. 3. 
3. 4 Conſolation in God, and the Meſſiah,Chap.q,and 5, - 
4. An expoſlulating Memorial, Chap. 6. 
5. 4 Conſolation, Chap. 7. 
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3 HAH UM Gignifieth a Comforter, As the ten 

2 N < Tribes were diſperſed, capiivated, and moſt 
GS ” barbarouſly uſed by the AH ians, whoſe Me- 

tropolis was then called NVineveh, but now Ni- 

115, this holy Prophet was ſent to adminiſter Conſolation to 
his Country-men, by giving them to underſtand, that God 
had decreed to take a ſevere Revenge upon their cruel 
Perſecutors, who ſought to root out, both their Religion 
and their Name, from off the Face of the Earth, Nor was 
it a ſmall Matter of Comfort, both to them that were en- 
ſlaved in Hria, and to the Remnant under He2zek:ah, 
then King over the Tribes of Benjamin and Judah, who 
were beſet with the fame inveterate Enemies, to hear, that 
the Afhrians themſelves ſhould be captivated by the Chal- 
deans, | 

He is called the Flto/ite, or Elfoſbean, becauſe (as 
St. 7erem thinks) Eiloſheus the Prophet was his Father; 
and they both belonged to the little Village of Elto/f 
in Galilee, very much ruined in his Time, but-yer well 
known to the 7errs, Who inhabited thoſe Parts of the 
Country. 

This Prophet lived oven hundred and fifty Years be- 
fore our Lord's Coming in the Fleſh. 

In this Book of Na hum is ſet forth the Viſion or Re- 
velation, which the Lord commanded him to write cou— 
cerning the MVinevites. For as the People of Nineveh, 
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at the Preaching of the Prophet 7onah, ſhewed them- 
ſelves prompt, and willing to receive the Word of God, 


by their faſting and turning to the Lord; fo after a cer- 


tain Time, giving themſelves to Worldlineſs, and a Deſire 
of enlarging their Dominions, by encroaching upon their 
quiet Neighbours, they caſt oft the Care of Religion, and 
fell from God; and this provoked his juſt Judgments a- 
gainſt them. Now this holy Prophet was ſent to declare 
how dangerous a Thing it is, Firſt, To reſolve to live in 
the Fear of the Lord, and then immediately to fall from 
it again. For tho? the Lord be ſlow to Anger, yet he is 


great in Power, and will not clear the Wicked. And if. 


all Creatures be at God's Command, and none of thein be 
able to reſiſt his Wrath, ſhall poor vain Man flatter him- 
ſelf, and think to eſcape his Fury, when he, by his incor- 
rigible Wickedneſs, will ſtill go on to provoke him to An- 
ger! 


The firſt Chaer ſetteth forth the Ninevites, their De- 


ſtruction, ! in that it was grown full of Wickedneſs; and 


might be compared to an Harlot, who by her Beauty and 


Subtilty, enticeth young Men, and bringeth them to De- 


ſtruction. The Lord's Hand was ſo turned againſt them, 


that they and their City were deſtroyed by the Chal/deans; 
and Merodach-Baladan, King of Babylon, or, as ſome 
think, Nebuchadnezzar, enjoyed the Empire of the H- 
rians, Yet the Lord, for the Care that he had of his 


Church, ſhewed them by this Prophet, that this Deſtruc- 


tion of his Enemies ſhould redound to their Conſolation. 
De s M MAK T. 
This Prophet threatned Deſtruction to the Merians, as, 
1. Propounded, in the firſt Chapter. 
2. The Means, ſhewed in Chapter the 2d. 
3. The Cauſe, which was their Sins, Chapter 3d, 
N 3 
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HABAKKU K, 


EB ORABAKKUR ſi -nifierh one that embraceth, 
G x7 © or a Lover; for as a Nurſe doth embrace or 
© * ©) kiſs her Infant, ſo allo this Prophet embrac- 


Oe eth, and encourageth God's People with com- 
fortable Doctrine, leſt by the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem 


(which he propheſy'd ſhould afterwards happen by the 
Chaldeans) they ſhould be driven to Deſperation. 
Conſidering the great Felicity, that happened unto the 
Wicked, the Prophet makes his Complaint to God, and 
that the Godly ſhould lie under ſore Oppreſſion He 


bewaileth, that amongſt the Jets there was left no Equine 


ty, nor brotherly Love; but inſtead thereof, reigned 
Cruelty, Contention and Strife, He declareth the Pride 
and Tyranny of the Chaldeans, who were puffed up with 
their Spoils, avd Victories. But he aſſureth the Godly of 
the Lord's Protection, ſhewing, that the Wicked can do 
no more than God hath appointed, though they may ſeem 
for a Time, to flatter themſelves, and glory in their own 
Force, Power, and Wit. 

In the ſecond Chapter, this zealous Prophet ſetteth 
forth in a Viſion, the Deſtruction of the Enemies of 
God, and the Comfort of the Church, which though 
God executenot according to Man's haſty Expectation 
or VWilhes, yet the Iſſue of both will be certain at his 
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due Time appointed. Therefore he exhorteth the Godly 
to Patience, to wait the Lord's Pleaſure, to ſtay themſelves 
upon God by Faith, and not to truſt or rely upon any 
worldly Things. 

The Prophet a'ſo here ſheweth to the Godly a Form 
of Prayer, wherewith they might comfort themſelves ; 
they were to pray to God, not only for Pardon for their 
great and known Sins, bur alſo for their Sins of Ignorance, 
which they had unknowingly committed. 

Teman and Poran, (in the 3d Verſe) were two Places 
near Mount Sinai upon which the Law was given; where- 
by is ſignify'd. that his Deliverance of his People is now 
as ready at Hand, as it was then at the firſt Delivery of 
that gracious Law. 

He further manifeſteth unto us, that there is no Salva- 
tion to be had, but by CHriſt, and that to ſuch all Things 
Hall turn to good, 


The SU M MAR. 


In this Propheſy of Habakkut is contained, 
A Dialogue between Gop and the Prophet, as appears 
in Chap. 1. and 2, Then a Prayer in Chap. 3. 
He began to preach a little before the Prophet Jeremy, 


(i. e.) about 630 Years before Chri/t, 
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SS EPHANIAH ſigniſieth the Secretary of the 
& L S Lord. He propheſy'd in the Days of Ze/tas 
25G King of Juda, and foretold the Judgments of 
God againſt Judah, and Feruſalem ; that the Country 
ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, and the Inhabitants carricd 
away Captives by the Babylonians. For their Rebellion a- 
gainſt God, was arrived at ſo great a Height, that there 
was no Hopes of Amendment left apparent in any Part 
of their Behaviour, a general Deſtruction was denoun- 
ced againſt all Things on the Face of the Earth; not 
that God was angry with theſe dumb Creatures: But be- 
cauſe Man was ſo wieked, for whoſe Cauſe they were 
created, that God maketh them to take Part of the Puniſh- 
ment with him. 5 | 
Yet he comſorteth the Godly by propheſying their Re- 
turn and Happineſs; manifeſting to them the Revenge 
that God would take upon their Enemies; and this was 
intended to aſſure them, that the Lord had a continual 


Care over them. Alſo he cxhorteth the Godly to Pati- 


ence, and to wait for the Promiſe of God made to A- 
braham; whereby in the End they ſhould be gathered 
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unto him, and be eſteemed his People, and his peculiar 
Children. 


The SUMMARY. 


In this Propheſy of Zephaniah are contained three Ser- 
mons ; 

1. A Commination, Chap. 1. 

2. An Ex borlalion, laid down in Chap. 2. 

3. A Mixture, having in it both Commination, and 
Conjo/ation in the third Chapter, 


An uſeful Admonition. 


Feſus Chriſt is propheſy'd of by moſt of the Prophets. 
As in Abraham's Lime he was promiſed, Geneſis 12. 3. 
Gen. 22. 13. Alſo in Numbers 24 17. In Deut. at large, 
Chap. 18. 15. 19. So likewiſe in 1 Sam. 2. 10. 2 Sam 7. 
1 Chorn. 17.a King of the Houſe of David, 

It was propheſy'd, that he ſhould be born in Bethlehem, 
Miach 5. 2 of a Virgin, //aiah 7. 14. 1 hat he ſhould be 
a Prince of Peace, 1/a. 9. 6. ſo Ja. 11, 5. deſpiſed, 52. 


53. That he ſhould be moit lowly, Zech. 9. 9. His Death 
is alſo propheſy'd, 12. 10. And by the Pfalm/? 2 2. 16. 


and 41. 9. //a. 53. 70. 12. His burial allo prophely'd, 


and Reſurrection, I/“. 16. 10. Hal. 2. 7: 1/a. 53. 4. 


49. 6. 
All this and much more is repreſented and ſet forth 
to us inthe Old Teſtament: And all is fulfilled in the New, 


as at large we may read in Matth 1. 1. Matth 9. 27, 


Matth. 12. 23. Matth. 21. 9. 15. Matth. 15, 20. and in 
ſeveral other Places oi the Gel. 
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HAG GA. 


ECU HE Name Hagga: denotes a Prieſt cele- 
= E brating the Fea/? of the Lord. He pro- 
T phely'd about 520 Years before Chri/t, 
FO, her with Zechariah and 
<.4 {ebvſvbC 8 aggai, together with Zechariah an 
Malachi, were ſent by the Lord after the 

ſeventy Years of Captivity, foretold by the Prophet Zere- 
mah, were expired, to comfort the People of the Jews; 
and to encourage them to haſten the Building of the Tem- 
ple, which was a Figure of the ſpiritual Temple, and 
Church of God, whoſe Perfection and Excellency ſtood in 
Jeſus Chriſt. Yet they were lack in their Work, prefer- 
ring their own private Gain, in toiling for Wealth, and 
building for themſelves fair Houſes, before the ſacred Tem- 
ple, which was for the Glory of God. They were un- 
apt and dull in the Service of the Lord, which manifeſteth 


that Men are not apt to obey God's Word, or his Meſſen- 


gers, before the Lord doth reform their Hearts, and give 
them new Spirits. They pretended, that the Time was 
not yet come, or that it was Time enough, and therefore 
the Lord reproved them by ſending a devouring Famine 
amongſt them. 

The Prophet reproved them, ſaying, Is it Time for 
* you to dwell in your cieled Houſes, and the Houſe of the 
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Lord lie waſte? Go up to the Mountains, and bring 
Wood, and build the Houſe, Sc. So they were afraid, 
in the Preſence of the Lord, and ſet upon the Work. Now 
the chief Managers in the Work, were Zerubbabel and Je- 
hoſhuah; and by their Example the Hearts of others were 
ſtirred up to put forward the Work. 

And the Lord promiſed, that although the Houfe ſeem- 
ed nothing jo ſumptuous or magnificent as that which So- 
lonion lad built, yet if they would wait with Patience, the 
ime ſhould come, when he would make it far more glo- 
rious, meaning of that ſpiritual Temple that ſhould come, 
i. e. of Fejus Chriſt the Son of God, whom all ought to 
look for and defire: The Glory of which Temple did not 
ſtand in material Furniture, but in ſpiritual, 

In the Time of their Work, the Prophet exhorteth the 
People to Patience, tho? a Famine was upon them, and ta 
abide till the Harveſt, and then they ſhouid ſee God's Ble(- 
ſings. He plainly declared alſo, that there ſhould be no 
let or Hindrance, when the Lord would be pleaſed to ef- 


fect this wonderful Reſtitution of his Church, 


The SUMMARY. 


'T bis Prophet doth exhort to the Building of the Tem- 


ple 
And comforts them, eſpecially with the Promiſe of the 


Kingdom of Chrift, 
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2177745 ECHARTITA H doth denote a kh 
88898 that remembreth the Lord. He was the Son 
£ XZ of Barachiah, but was not that Zacharial, 

whereof Mention is made in 2 Chroenicla 
SES 24. 20. who was the Son of Jehoida, tha; 
was killed by King 7oa/h. 

Theſe two Prophets Haggai and Zechariah, propheſy'd 
together in Jeraſalem, in the ſecond Year of Darius. But 
this Zechariah was ſent two Months after Haggai had be- 
gun to prophely there, being ſent by the Lord to be a Help 
to him, and to confirm him in the ſame Doctrine. 

Zechariah exhorted the People to Repentance, adding 
the Promiſe of our Saviour, and declaring, that he would 
turn unto them, that would turn unto him, He in- 
ſtructeih the People, that they ſhould avoid the Wicked- 
neſs of their Fathers; putting them in Remembrance, ſor 
what Cauſe God had ſo puniſhed them in former Days, 
But he comforteth them, if they would unfeignedly repent; 
for that then God would be merciful unto them, and ſo 
aſſiſt them in their Enterprizes ; that their Enemies ſhould 
be driven back, and that he would fill them with all Plen— 
ty of Grace, He allo manifeſted to them, that the Lord 
will be a Wall of Fire about his Church, and that he will 

be the Glory in the Midit of her. 
In this firſt Chapter alſo, the Lord is 3 to a 
King, who is the chief among the reſt of the Horſe-men. 
And in the twelfth Verſe Chriſt the Mediator prayeth 
for the Salvation of his Church, which was now troublcd, 
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when all the Countries round about were at reſt; mani - 
ſeſting, that when Help is expedient, the Lord will be at 
Hand; ſo that in him the Church ſhall be defended, and in 
him they ſhall have the full Felicity of Glory. 50 

In the third Chapter is ſer forth, a Prophecy of Chriſſi, 
and of his Kingdom, and of Chri/?'s ſpeaking to God as 
the Mediator of his Church, that he would rebuke Satan. 

Afterwards he propheſies of the reſtoring of Judah and 
Teruſalem, and ſets forth a Prophecy of our Saviour Je 
Chriſt, and of his Kingdom; therein ſhewing, that the 
Faithful have not only War with Fieſh and Blood, but 
alſo with Satan, and with ſpiritual Wickedneſs; but that 
through Chr:/2, they ſhall overcome. 

Then the Prophet ſetteth forth the Viſion of the golden 
Cndleſticks, and the Expofition of the Light thereof, 
which, by the Spirit of God, never faileth. The Viſion 


of this was deſigned to confirm the Faithful; that the 


Lord hath fufficient Power to continue his Graces with— 
out the Help of Man. Deſcribing alſo the Adverfary's 
Power, in hindering the Building of the Temple; and yet 
for all their Power, that Zerubabbel thould lay the higheſt 
Stone thereof, and go forward therein, to the great Re- 
joicing of the Godly. | 3 

The Prophet allo propheſieth of Chr:/?, that he ſhould 
be both King and Prieſt, by the Crowns that were ſet upon 
the Head of Zo/bua, to ſignify that ail Power was eivea 
to Chri/t, both Spiritual and Temporal. And that he 
ſhould come humbly, in a mean Manner, riding upon an 
Aſs : So that tho? he might not be glorious in the Eyes of 
Men, yet he ſhould have all Power to deliver his People. 

And as for the People, that were led captive, by the 
Providence of God, they ſhall return to eruſalem: It be- 
ing moſt certain, that God will ever accompliſh his Pro- 
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miſe, But after that they had re- edify'd the Temple of 
the Lord, they ſhould not be ſuffered to live at Reſt and 
Quietneſs, but his People were to have many Afflictions 


and TLempiations. for the Tryal of their Patience, and the 
approving of their Faith. 


But the Lord armeth the Godly againſt them all, ma- 


nifeſting his Power and Care over his Church; whereas 
the Hypocrites flee at Troubles, and cannot ſtand the 
Tryal; for Idolatry and Superſtition ſhall be aboliſhed in 
the End, and there ſhall be one God, one Faith; and one 
Religion; and the new Zeruſa/em ſhall be ſeen through 
all the World. | 

The Return of the People out of Captivity, was a Fi- 
gure of that true Deliverance, which all the Faithful 
ſhovld obtain from Death and Sin, by our Saviour eſis 
Chri/t, 5 8 

The SUMMARY. 

In this Book are Types and Viſions, both hortatory to 
all, (Chap. 1, 2, 3.) but chiefly monitory, (Chap. 5, 6.) 
And conſolatory, (Chap. 6.) As alſo Sermons doctrinal, 
of Things preſent about the Service of God, (Chap. 7, 8) 
And prophetical, of Things that concern Chr:/?*s Incarna- 
tion, (Chap. 9, 10.) And his Paſſion, as in the 11, 12, and 
13 Chapters, 


An Inſtruction for the better anderf anding of, the Prophets. 


As often as the Prophets ſpetk of the Tribes of 1/7ael, 
they uſe theſe Names, Viz. //rael, Samaria, Ephraim, Jo- 
Jeph, Bethel. and Belharen, as being the Names of the King- 
dom of Iſrael. 

But to the Kingdom of 7udah, theſe Names are attri- 
buted, Viæ Judah, Jeruſalem, Benjamin, the Houſe of 
David. But when the Prophets join theſe two Kingdoms 
together, they call them by the Names of Jacob and {/ract. 
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MA LA CH I. 


*"©©O25 AL ACH T ſignifieth my Angel, or my Meß 
2 7 © /enger: he propheſy'd ſo comfortably: As 
| ) ſhewing that he was a Meſſenger of God, 
258 and an Angel ſent, principally to declare the 
Coming of Christ, and of Saint ohn the Bapti/t his Har- 
binger, or Fore- runner. | | 
This Prophet was the laſt of the three, which the Lord 
raiſed up to comfort his Church, after the Captivity, ſo 
that after him there were no more, until Von Baptiſt was 
ſear. He confirmed the Doctrine, that the two former 
Prophets had declared. Firſt he reproveth the Hypocriſy 


of the Jes, in that they were manifeſt Offenders, and 


yet ſeemed to juſtify themſelves; he condemneth the 


Prieſts, chiefly becauſe they ſhould have reproved others 
for their Hypocriſy, and he blamed them ſeverely in that 
they thought any Sort of Sacrifice to be ſufficient, and did 
not examine Whether it were according to. the Law, or 
not. 


192 MALACH TI. 
The Sin of Hypocriſy reigned moſt obſtinately among 


the People, and yet they would ſeem to juſtify themſelves, 


The Prieſts were alſo reprimanded, becauſe they ha 
no Care of ſerving God aright, but ſeduced the People 
from the true Notion of divine Worſhip. He reprove! 
alſo ſuch as married Wives of a ſtrange Religion, and 
withal denounces a Puniſhment againſt that Sin. 

He reproveth the Diſtruſtfulneſs and Infidelity of thoſe 
People; who thought it in vain to ſerve God, ſeeing the 
Proud, and the Wicked proſpered, and they themſelves 
were caſt down, herein blaſpheming the Lord, by nnjullly 
conceiving that he had no reſpect to thoſe that ſerved 
him, but that the Wicked were in his Favour as much as 
the Godly. "This proceeded from the Want of Patience 
and ſedate Conſideration. For if they ſaw not God's 
Help ever preſent to defend them, they would ſtraight— 
way murmur, which was a main Sign of their baſe Ingra— 
titude, and proved, that they, had ſoon forgotten their 
former great Deliverances. Notwithſtanding, for the 
Comfort of the Body, the, Prophet declareth, that God 
would not forget his Promiſe made to their Fathers, but 
that he would fend eſis Chriſt his Meſſenger, in whom 
the Covenant ſhould be accompliſhed, whoſe Coming 
ſhould be terrible to the Wicked, but Joy to the Godly, 
He declareth 7obn Baptiſt to be the Meſſenger of the 
Lord, whoſe Office was to join the People together in the 
Unity of Faith. He alſo pronounces God's Judements 
againſt ſuch, as ſhould refuſe to receive the Lord Chriſt, 

Now this Prophet of the glorious Goſpel, for his 
Zeal in reſtoring of Religion, is compared to the great E- 
lijah, who was the warmeſt, and moſt active of all the 
old Prophets. 

In this laſt ander. Malachi propheſy'd of God's Jadg- 
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ments againſt the Wicked, who would not receive Chr; 7, 
who with his healing Wings and lightfome Beams of his 
Grace, ſhould lighten and comfort his Church. 


The Summary of Malachi, 
This Prophet firſt chides the ews for their Perfidi- 
ouſneſs in the Service of God, (Chap. 1.) 
And for Pollution of Marriage, aud for Blaſphemies, 
(Chap. 2.) 
Then he comforts them up in the Promiſe of Chriſt, 


(Chap..3) 
And of his Fore-runner, (Chap. 40.) 


The Concluſion of the Old Teſtament. 


Here we may take a brief Survey of the Bleflings of 
God manifeſted to the Fews. He ſaved Noah trom the 
Flood, and Abraham fromthe Cha/deins; he brought them 
out of Egypt through the Red Sea; he led them in the 
Wilderneſs, and gave them Water from the Rocks. Their 
Garments waxed not old for the Space of forty Years, 
And he gave them fair and large Poſſeſſions, even of one 
and thirty Kingdoms. He ſent concinually his Prophets, 
who inſtructed them in the Fear of God, and guided them 
to the Knowledge of the true Religion, whom yet they 
flew, and perſecuted, Nay at the Jaſt, God ſent his only 
begotten Son Chriſt Jeſus amongſt them, to be the Phy- 
ſician both of the Bodies and Souls, whom they alſo moſt 
cruelly perſecuted, and put to Death, as will appear in 
the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament, 
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Containing an Account of the 
Lirxs ahbd FRAVELS. 
| OF OUR 
E e 
AND HIS -- 
A TL E $ 
With a Summary of the 


MaTTER, DocTRINE, Scor E, and Divine 
AUTHORITY of all the 


EE 


And the Explanation of ſeveral chief Heads in that my- 
ſter ious Book of St. John's RE VE LAT ION. 


The whole being an uſeful Gul p E to ſuch, as Deſire 
to read the NEw TESTAMENT to their ſpiritual 


Comfort and Advantage. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


.. 2 HE New Teſtament doth principally contain 

2 Hiſtory, ſuch as is ſet down in the four 
1. 2 Evanceliſts, and the Acts of the Apo/tles. 

PEP 2, Doctrine, as in the * and ſome o- 
ther ache | 

2. Prophecies, as in the e 

Saint Matthew treats of the Perſon of Chriſt, his 
Birth and Education; his Office, and the Execaticn there- 
of; confirming his Darin by Miracles, reproving the 
Phariſees, and propheſying the Deſtruſtion of Jeruſalem. 
Alſo he deſcribes him in his ſacerdotal Office, in his Paſ- 
ſion and Sacrifice for the Sins of the World. 


Saint Mar treats of the Life of Christ, and of his Fore- 
runner; of the Lord's Transfiguration, of his Diſputation 
in the holy City; of the Paſſion; of the Things that went 
before it; of the Manner and Conſequences of it; his 


Burial, Reſurrection, and Aſcenſion, 
og 


4 INTRODUCTION, 

Saint Zuke treats of the Life of Chriſt, of his Concep- 
tion, his Birth and Education; of his Preaching the Goſ- 
pel, and how he executed it by Teaching, and by Mira- 
cles Alſo he gives an Account of the twelve Apoſtles, 
whom the Lord called and inſtructed, and ſent forth with 
Power, and of the other ſeventy Diſciples. He writes al- 
ſo very fully of his Death, and the Antecedents, Manner, 
and Conſequences thereof. 

Saint 70hn treats alſo of the Perſon of Chriſt, and of 
his Office; of his Miracles, of his Coming to Feruſalem and 
of his Abode there; his Diſputation there; his Departure 
thence: Of the Celebration of the true Paſſover; of what 
went before his Death; of his Speeches monitory, con- 
ſolatory, and ſupplicatory : Of the Manner of his Death 
and Paſhon, of the Contequences of it; of his Appear- 
ance to his Diſciples, and his converſing in Judea. 

I be Ads do contain an Hiſtory generally of all the 

Apoitles; of their aſſembling together; of their Gifts 
and Sayings; particularly of St. Peter's Impriſonment 
and Deliverance; of St. Paul and his Travels, Fatigues, 
Hazards and Sufferings, in labouring to propagate the Goſ⸗ 
pel among the Gentile World. 

The Geſpel is ſtiled Grace, as being accompanied with 
Power and Grace, enabling us to yield Obedience to Jeſus 
Chri/l, Galat. 5. 4. Rom. 5. 2 l. 

The Lato was weak, compared with the Goſpel; it was 
not able to effect what the Gel hath done, Galat. 3. 21. 
Rom. 7. 5 8. 

Their Law was a Yoke, which they were not able to 
bear: The Precepts of Chriſtian Religion under the Goſ- 
pel, far exceed thoſe of the Jess. It fully ſhews us our 
Duty to God and Man, as founded upon infallible Rea- 
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ſon, and giving moſt incomparable Rules: It demonſtrates 
the Things, that are good in themſelves; and proves, 
that the Practice of them will make us both virtuous and 
happy. 

J he Goſpel we own to be a State of Liberty and Free— 
dom ; it gives us Aflurance of Pardon upon gentle Terms, 
upon our true Repentance and ſincere Obedience. 

Feſus Chriſt hath purchaſed Pardon for us by his Me- 
rits, ſealed it by his Blood, afſured it to us by his Re- 
ſurrection, and his Interceſſion; proclaimed it to the 
World by his Meſſengers, and hath given us Signs of it 
by his holy Spirit, and by his holy Sacraments. And 
he inviting us to come in unto him, no Shadows are now 
left for our Fears, Rom. 5. 8, 9, 10. | 

The Goſpel of 7e/us Chri/? gives us Aſſurance of Par- 
don, upon 'Terms, that are gentle, and reaſonable; nay, 
God doth beſeech us to be reconciled to him upon thoſe 
eaſy and moderate Terms. 

The Jeus from their Sacrifices had Hopes of Par- 
don; but they were faint Hopes, compared with thoſe 
under the Goſpel. 

_ Chriſt our Saviour is ſacrificed for us: He was the 
Lamb of God, who took away the Sins of the World. A 
Sacrifice which the Lord provided and accepted, The 
Blood, which our Saviour ſhed, ſpeaks better Things, 
than the Blood of legal Sacrifices; yea, better by far 
than the Sacrifice which 4be/ offered up. This Sacri- 
fice is of ſufficient Value and Virtue to procure Pardon 
to all Mankind ; and is not confined to any certain Place, 
as the legal Sacrifice was. 

Here we may conceive great G rounds of Comfort. If 
God looked upon us thus, when we were bis Enemies; 


if then he gave us his Son to Death to ranſome us, to 
O 4 | 


6 INTRODUCTION. 


reſtore us to favour; He could not aſſuredly abandon 
us now to Deſtruction. It was intirely God's Mercy, 
which provided this Remedy for us. Feſtus Chriſt ſtooped 
low for our Salvation; he deſcended from being equal 
with God, to the Likeneſs of Man, and even to that of a 
Servant ; from Life to Death, and from immenſe Glory 
to temporal Shame, to procure a moſt glorious Inheritance 
for us. How greatly then are we all concerned in his 
Sufferings, and in the Benefits of his Death! 

We expect our Pardon upon the Account of his Merit 


and Satisfaction; and we hope for an Eternal Inheritance. 


upon the Account of his Death: How ought we all to 
have an ardent Love to God, and to our bleſſed Saviour, 
for thoſe unſpeakable Mercies ſhewed to us loſt Creatures. 
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SA N this ſacred Book, called the New Teſtament, 
| S is included the Goſpel, which is a Meſſage of 
8 glad Tidings unto all Sorts of People. _ 
S XD 8 The former Book was called the O/d Teſla- 
ment, this the New; and both of them do agree in teach- 
ing us to know one God, to embrace one Faith, and to 
maintain, ſupport, and cleave to one Church. But they 
differ as touching their Publication; for the Law was pub- 
liſhed with Terror, but the Goſpel with Joy; the Fruit 
of the Law i is Death, but the Fruit of the Goſpel is Life ; 
in the Law their Altar was made of Sone, but in the 
Goſpel our Altar i is the Cro/s of Chr:/? Jeſus. In the Law | 
they uſed to ſacriſice Beaſts, Fowls, Calves, &c. But in 
the Goſpel our Sacrifices muſt be the Calves of our Lips, 
even Prayer, aud Thankſgiving | 

In the Lat their Paſſoyer was a Lamb of the Flock ; but 
in the Go/pel, our Paſſover is the Lamb Chriſt Jeſus. 

The Publiſher alſo of the Law was the Man Moſes; but 


the Publiſher of the he was Godand Man, Jeſus Chrift, 
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_ T7 he Law foretold (as we have heard) the Coming of Jeſus 

Chri/t in the Fleſh, as many of the holy Prophets prophe- 
ſied of him; but the Teachers of the Go/pe/ do foretel his 
coming in Glory. 

The Writers of the Geſpel are four, Matthew, Mark, 
Lite and John: and the Subject of their Writings, in Ef- 
fect, is but as one. Therefore I ſhall, for Brevity's Sake, 
compoſe the Hiſtory of Chriſt out of them together, where- 
in we ſhall take Notice of his Birth, Life, Death, Reſyr« 


rection and Aſcenſion. 
'Thele four Writers are alſo ſtiled the Hoh) Evangeliſis, 


ſo called, becauſe their Work contains the joyful Zidings 
of Salvation to all that believe. And the Apoſtles were 
the twelve choſen Diſciples of our bleſſed Saviour 7e/us 
Criſt, and eſpecially commiſſion'd by him to preach the 
Go/pe! to every Creature. 

Saint Matthew, by Profeſſion, was a Publican, one of 
thoſe Jews, who, in the Name of the Romans, did gather 
up the Taxes and Tolls impoſed upon the People, Mat. 9. . 

iis other Name was Levi, as we may read Mar“ 2. 14, 
and Lute 5 27, tur Lord call'd him when he was ſitting 


al the Receipt of Cuſtom; z. e. the Toll-Booth, or Cuſtom- 


houſe ; when perhaps he was practiſing the Height of Ex- 
tortion, accordins to the Cuſtom of his hated Profeſſion. 
Saint Mark was a Diſciple of St. Peter; from whom he 
had learned the 4s of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Saint Lute was a Phyſician of Antioch, and a Compa- 
nion of St. Paul in his "Froables and Travels. He wrote 
the Goſpel, as he heard it from Paul and others. 


Saint 7% was the intirely beloved Diſciple of Je 


Chriſt, who wrote both as an Eye-witneſs, aud an Ear- 
witnels of that, which Chriſt had ſaid and done. 
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XH$AINT Matthew firſt declareth unto us the 
Coming ot our Saviour Chr1/t iuto the World; 
x that he deſcended from Abraham, of the Tribe 
ER EXKR2 of Juda), and of the Stock of Dayd: That 
he was conceived by the Hely Ghoſt, and born of the Virgin 
Mary, at Bethlehem in the Land of udea. There were 
two Cities called by this Name; one was in the Tribe of 
Zebulun, and the other was called Bethlehem Judo b, or 
Bethlehem Ephrata, which was the Place, where our Savi- 
our Chriſt was born, and ſignifies fruitful, or the Houſe 
of Bread; a very proper Birth-place to him who was to 
be the living Bread. It ſtood upon a Hill, fix Miles or 
thereabouts from FJeruſalem, towards the South Parts. 
Here David was born, and ſo it was a Place meet for the 
Son of David to be born in. 
Helen, the Mother of Con/tantine the Great, cauſed here 
to be built a moſt ſtately Church, three hundred and 
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thirty Years after the Nativity of Jeſus Chriſi, and dedica. 


ted it to St. Mary the Virgin. It was a ſmall Town, and 
yet moſt famous, by reaſon of the Birth of our Saviour, 


Mary being derived of Marah; ſignifies a Perſon who 
is oppreſſed with Carefulneſs, and Grief; one, that is laid 
open to all Miſery, preſt with continual Pexation, and 
Mourning ; ſhe was born fourteen Years before the Birth 
of Chriſt, and in the 15th Year of her Age; ſhe brought 
forth her only begotten Son. Her Father's Name was 
Etiachim, of the Houſe of David; and ſome ſay, that 
her Mother's Name was Anna. Fe IP 

The Angel Gabriel declared unto her the Embaſſy of 
the Conception of our Lord 7eſus Chriſt, and that the 
Holy Ghoſt ſhould cauſe her to conceive by his Almighty 
Tower, (Luke 1.) 7 5 

When the Command came forth from Auguſtus, that 
all the World ſhould be taxed, then 7o/ſeph and Mary went 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem, when the time was that Ma- 
ry's Deliverance drew on. (Lu#e 2.) And after her Deli- 
very (which was: mean, and not in Pomp) and the Ac- 
compliſhment of the Law, ſhe came again with the Babe 
to Nazareth, a Town in Galilee. Galilee bordered upon 
the Country of the Gentiles, and Chriſt's Conception there 
doth denote, that in him all Nations of the World ſhould 
be bleſſed, | 


Our Lord was called 7eſus at the Command of Gad 


himſelt, by the Angel ; for he was to fave his People 
from their Sins. While he remained at Bethlehem, thither 
the wiſe Men travelling out of the Eaſt Country, brought 
and preſented to the Child Zeus, Gold, Frankincenſe, and 
Myrrh. | 

From Bethlehem (the very ſame Night before King He- 
rod cauſed all the Infants of two Years old and under to 
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be ſlain) Joſeph and Mary, with the holy Child Jeſs, fled 
to Hermopolis, a City in Egypt, which was 296 Miles, 
and from thence they after returned back again to Naza- 
reth; which by Hiſtorians, is accounted 368 Miles. 

The Offering of the Wiſe Men; which they brought 
forth out of Perſia, conſiſted of Gold, as to a King, of 
Frankincenſe, as to a Prieſt ; and Myrrh, as to a mortal 
Man, So let us offer to Chriſt our Saviour the Gold of 
Faith and heavenly Doctrine, the Frankincenſe of earneſt 
Prayer, and the Myrrh of Patience in the midſt of Ca- 
lamity. The Star, that appeared to theſe learned and wiſe 
Men in the Eaſt, in the lower Region of the Air, was not 
one of the fixed Stars, but is thought by ſome to be an 
Angel of God, appearing in that bright Form, pointing 
out to them the very Place, where they might fee Mary 
the Mother, and the Child Ze/us. 

As this new Star did firſt: foreſhew the Birth of Chr:/, 
that bright ſhining Star and eternal Light of Glory; ſo 
it foreſhewed the Light of God's Word and Goſpel. 

Chri/t no ſooner came into the World, but he ſuffered 
Perſecution; and that firſt by Herod King of the 7ews, 
ſeeking his Life, and like a bloody Tyrant, he ſlew all that 
were of the Lineage of King David, and burned their Pe- 
digrees, becauſe he feared to be driven from his Seat and 
Authority by one, which (he heard) ſhould ſpring from 
that Family. No ſooner was he come into the World, but 
he began to be crucified for us, being forced to flee into 
Egypt, where he was till the Death of Herod, and after- 
wards to Nazareth, where he was brought up, though it 
was but a ſmall Town, and of little Eſtimation. The 
Word imports to conſecrate and #eep, or a Crown ſet with 
Precious Stones. Some derive it from Nazer, which is as 
much as to ſay ſeparated from the uſe of Wine, and ſut- 


12 D 
fering his Hair to be uncut, as dedicated to the Lord, 
therefore Chriſt is juſtly called a Nagarile. Nazareth 
alſo ſignifies a flouriſhing Plant, or Grat, or a Primroſe, 

He fled into Egypt. to declare unto us, that he would 
forſake the Jews tor their Ingratitude. and receive the 
Gentiles by calling them to him. For their [ogratitude 
was very great; becauſe the Lord ſent them Prophets 
for the eternal Welfare of their Souls, but they ſtoned 
them to Death. 

John the Baptiſi firſt made his Appearance at that Time 
when Jeſus was in Nazareth; and preached the Doctrine 
of Repentance, that none can come to Chriſt, but he muſt 
firſt confeſs his Sins, arid faithfully rely upon the Merits 
of 7eſus Chriſt to be freed from them. He alſo then bap- 
tized the People, by pointing forth the Chriit, the 
true Meſſias and Saviour of the World: declaring to the 
People, that he baptized with Water, but Chriſt would 
baptize with Fire; that is, by his holy Spirit n 
in our Hearts to the Remiſſion of Sins. 

The Father of this John Baptiſt was Zacharias, whoſe 
Name ſigniſieth God's Remembrance He was a Prieſt of 
the Tribe of Aaron, and the Son of Barachias, that is, 
the Bleſſed. This Man had to Wife one Elizabeth, of 
the Poſterity of the high Prieſt Aaron, and by her had 
this Son 7n. Elizabeth doth ſignify the Reſt of God, 
or the Reſt and Sabbath of the Lord. 

Chriſt came to 79/1, and was baptized of him, thereby 
ſanctifying our Baptiſm in his own Perſon. Then was 
Chriſt's fall Conſecration, and authorizing to the Office 
of the Mediatorſhip ſhewed, even then by the Lord's 
own Voice This i my beloved Son; hear him. No ſoon- 
er had our Lord received Baptiſm, but he was tempted 
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of Satan all Manner of Ways; but ſtill he overcame the 

Tempter, that we all through him might overcome. 
Chriſt called to his Ser vice poor Fiſhermen, aud len of 

mean Rank, to be his Apoſtles; who were no ſooner 


called, but they left all they had, and followed him, and 
led his Diſciples both bodily and ſpiritually, for the Pub- 
liſhing and Propagation of the Golpel, and for the Work 
of Salvation, He manifeſted unto them great Signs of 
Humility, Patience, Love, and Fortitude; and ſo he was 
a Light and a Pattern to them, that as he was, ſuch 
would he have them to be; yet they, whom Chrilt called, 
were not all of this Condition; they were not all poor 
Men, but ſome of them were Men of wealthy Subſtance, 
'as Matthew and Zaccheus, both once Publicans; ſome were 
of Rank, as Zo/eph of Arimatſea; ſome learned alſo, as 
Gamaliel. Nicodemus, and Soul. 

Theſe, whom Chriſt called to be his Apoſtles and Diſ- 
ciples, were not only to preach the Goſpel ; but were 
likewiſe to bring forth in themſelves Fruits of good Life. 

They are termed the Salt and Light of the Morld; be- 
cauſe, as Salt purgeth and preterveth, ſo their Decti ine 
ought to reprove and inſtruct. 'T hey were calle] Lights, 
becauſe they mutt be as ſhining and glorious Guides to 
the dark Minds of the Ignorant. 

Now as our Saviour grew up, fo the Virtue of his God- 
head ſhewed itſelf more and more. For at twelve Years 
old he began to preach, and the Scribes and Phaztitees 
were ſtirred up to hear his Wiſdom, in that he fo pow- 
erfully diſputed and reaſoned with them in the bemple. 
In this twelfth Year he went with his Parents from Na- 
zareth to the Feaſt of the Paſlover. After he had itay'd 
behind at Feru/alem, and his Kindred Knew eit not, when 
they had travelled a Day's Journey, which is reputed 
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twenty Miles, as ſoon as they miſſed of him, they returq. 
ed back to Feruſulem, where they found him; the third 
Day after, in the Temple fitting among the Doctors, ang 
diſputing with them. 

Of his T ravels during his Miniſtry, in Preaching of tlic 
Goſpel, we may read at large in the four Evangeliſ's, and 
of the Miracles, which he wrought in the ſeveral Places, 
where he preached, and taught the Goſpel of the King- 
dom, | | 

He was reckoned to be ſixteen Years of Age, when 
his ſuppoſed Father 7e/eph died. And he continued 
much with his Mother until he was one and thirty Years 
old, which was the firſt Year of his Miniſtry, About 
that Time Mary his Mother was invited to a Marriage, 
in Cana, a City in Galilee; and here our Saviour wrought 
his firſt Miracle, by changing the Water into Wine. This 
Cana ſignifies a Reed; ſo named from many ſuch there 
growing. | 

In the thirty ſecond Year of our Saviour, he and his 
Mother went to Capernaum, where he caſt forth a Devil. 
This Capernaum ſignifies the City of Comfort and Conſo'a- 
tion; and was ſuch molt certainly during the U ime of 
our Saviour's abiding there, who with his Doctrine and 
Preaching refreſhed and comforted all ſuch as were aſſlict- 
ed with the Burden of their Sins. But the great World— 
lings there negle&ed him, and lighted his Doctrine, ſo 
that he made moſt bitter and ſevere Reflections upon 
them. | | 

We may take Notice of the Wickedneſs of the Devil, 
in his attempting to pet vert our Saviour Chrilt, ſo as firſt 
to diſtruſt in Go, then to the Deſire of Riches, and Ho- 
nour, and to a vain Conhdence in himſelf. 

Chriſi taught the People ſometimes by Parables and Si- 
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militudes, at other Times more familiarly, as is at large 
declared in the four Evangeliſts. He taught fometines 
myſtically in Parables, becauſe the unbelieving Jets might 
hear, but not underſtand. He healed all Kinds of Dil— 
eaſes; he reproved all Kinds of Vice; yet he was ſlander 
ed and vilified, ſome ſaying, that he did blaipheine, others 
ſaying, that he caſt forth Devils through Pelzebub, the 
Prince of the Devils; thus they viliſied and diſgraced our 
Saviour Chriſt in Words. 

Maury much accompanied the Lord 7% in all his Tra- 
vels, wherever he went teaching and craachito the Word. 
In the thirty fourth Year of his Age, when he was to 
ſuſtain the Wrath of God, apd the Punithment for the 
Sins of Man, his Mother would not even then forſake 
him; and when he was crucified the ſtood near to the 
Croſs, with a heavy and penſive Counteuance. He was 
accuſed by the Prieſts condemned by te, buſfeted by 


the Soldiers, crucified with Thieves as a Maleſactor, all 


the treacherous Act of a falle Apoſtle, who played the 


Merchant with his Maſter. 
The Zews ſought his Overthrow, and in order to eſſect 


it, they hired Judas to betray him to them. This Judas 
was one of the twelve, and had the Cuſtody of the Bag; 
and being a covetous Man was choked up with a Shew of 
Zeal, and a Pretence of Charity, when CHriſt was anoint- 
ed with coſtly Ointment, But he fold and betrayed him 
into the Hands of the Jews. But before he was betrayed, 
the Lord inſtituted his laſt Supper with tne 1 welve; 
where he foretold, that one of them thould betray him, 
And this was the laſt memorable Thing, that our Saviour 
did, before his betraying; for ſadiealy after this he was 
apprehended, and brought before the high Prieit Caza- 
phas, to be examined, and was falſly accuſed, as though 


1 


Mn 
he had been a Corrupter of the People, and a Leader of 
them into Schiſm and. Errors, 

Afterwards he was brought before Herod Antipas, that 
cruel I yrant, who the Year before had put hn the Bap- 
tiſt to Death, By him Chr:/? was diſdainfully handled, 
and was expoſed to the Outrage of the Soldiers. I hen 
he was condemned to an accurſed Death upon the Croſs, 
and to be hanged between two Thieves; and Barabbas a 


Murderer, whofe Nane doth fignify a erte Man, or 
the Son of the Multitude, was choſen by the Jews to be 


preſerred before him. Thus was he made a Curſe, that 
in him we may be bleſſed. Then they ſet over his Head 


the Acculation, or pretended Cauſe of his Death, T his is 
Jeſus, the King of the Jews, There his Hands and Feet 


were nailed, his Sides pierced with a Spear; he dran!: 


Vinegar and Gall, being as it were for a Time forſaken 


of God, and utterly rejected of the World, 


Chriſt was condemned by Pontius Pilate; the Word 


Pontius ſignifieth, cruel and inhuman, Pilate denotes a 
Man 1 with a Roman Dart. 


Thus we ſee, how our Saviour Jeſus Chri/t did ſuffer, 


not for any Offence of his own (for he was immaculate) 
but for our Sins, which were infinite, that ſo he might 
fatisfy the Lord's Juſtice for the ſame. Herein is ma- 
nifeſted his wonderful Love towards us, in the laying 


down his Life for ns, even when we were Enemies to 
him. But his Victory over Death appeared in his Reſur- 
rection, wherein we have Aſſurance of the Immortality 


both of Soul and Body hereafter ; and that neither Death 
nor Hell ſhall have any Power over us, fo long as we be- 
lieve, that 7eſus roſe from the Dead, that he is the Chri/, 
the Son of God; this is the great Article of our Faith. 

In theſe holy Books of the four Evangeliſts we may 
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ſee the Lord Jeſus, his Life, his Doctrine, his Perſecution, 
and his Sufferings, his Burial, and his Overcoming of 


Death, raiſing himſelf from the Grave by his divine 


Power. 


After his Reſurrection he appeared firſt to Mary 
Magdalen, and afterwards three ſeveral Times to his Apo- 
ſtles, and was forty Days upon the Earth after his Reſur-* 
rection; then he was taken up on High, and a Cloud re- 
ceived him. 


He appeared to Mary Magdalen, to upbraid the Dif- 
ciples with their Incredulity ; and in fight of his Apoſtles. 
in great Triumph he aſcended up into Heaven, and fit- 
teth at the right Hand of his Father, in divine Majeſty 
and Glory. Thus did our Saviour accompliſh his Office 
upon Earth for eternal Good, ſhewing himſelf to be the 
Almighty Lord, even his Enemies confeſſing the ſame- 
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EE OR Lord had left on Earth his eleven Apo- 
0 0 Ls (tes for the Building up of his Church, and 

| ſtrengthned them by ſending the Holy Ghoſt, 
E which appeared unto them in cloven and fiery 
Tongues, by which they were indued with the Knowledge 
of Languages, that they might preach the Goſpel to all 
Nations, as they were required of the Lord. 

The Sum of the Apoſtleſhip is, the Publiſhing of the 
Doctrine received of Chriſt, throughout all the World, 
and the Miniſtring of the Sacraments; tho? the Efficacy 
of theſe Things dependeth not upon the Miniſters, but up- 


on the Lord 7eſis himſelf. So the Diſciples preached to 
the People Faith, Repentance, and good Yorks; and teſti- 


fied to them the Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Jeſus 


Chri/t. They had alſo Power given them from the Lord 
to work Miracles; as cauſing the Lame to go, the Dumb 


to ſpeak, the Deaf to hear. They were enabled to heal 
the Sick, to raiſe the Dead, to caſt out Devils, &c. here- 
by manifeſting unto us the glad Tidings of the Goſpel. 
- Yer theſe holy Apoſtles did meet with many Tribula- 
tions, and Afi tions, as Zeſus Chriſt had foretold them; 
for the Devil ever was, and will be active againſt the Ser- 
vants of God. They were ſent forth into the World as 
Sheep amongſt Wolves, continually in Danger. But the 
Lord was with them to preſerve them; ſometimes by de- 
livering them out of Priſon, as he did Peter, ſometimes 


in A 0 L. 29 
comforting them in Priſon, when they were beaten, as he 
did the Apoſtles, when they were wrongfully impriſoned. 
Yea they rejoiced, that chey were accounted worthy to 
{uffer for the Name of Chriſt. 

Sometimes there was by the holy Spirit infuſed into 
them bold and undaunted Courage, as it was in St. Paul, 
when he was brought before his Accuſers, and the Chief- 
eſt in Authority, Yea the Lord gave them Life in Death. 

Herod all his Time ſhewed himſelf a cruel Perſecutor 
of the Aopſtles, but the Lord ſent ſuch a Judgment upon 
him, that he was eaten to Death of Worms 

We have before obſerved that the Lord Jeſus was en- 
vied by the Phariſees, and accuſed by the Prieſts, by the 
inhuman Cruelty of the cus perſecuted, and put to Death, 
that he was buried, and that he is truly riſen again from 
the Dead, as having fulfilled all- Things, which Maſes and 
the Prophets have foreſpoken of him, That after his Re- 
ſurrection he had Conference with two of his Diſciples as 
they journied from Jeruſalem to Emmaus, He alſo ap- 
peared unto the Eleven, as. they fat together, blaming 
them for their Unbelief, and Hardneſs of Heart, and ful- 
ly aſſured them of his Reſurrection. Then he draweth 
out of the Unbelief of T homas a certain and ſure Teiti- 
mony of his Reſurrection. The Lord aſſured them alſo 
of their Apoſtleſhip and divine Miſhon, and inſpired them 
with the Holy Ghoſt. He exhorted them to mutual Love, 
and comforted them againſt the World's Hatred; promif- | 
ing them the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, as an Inſtruc- 
tion to them, how to live together, and how to ſuffer Af- 
fliction in the World. | 

To believe in Chriſt, the Son of God, and our only 
Saviour, is the End of the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and 
eſpecially in the Hiſtory of the Reſurrection. 
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Chris Aſcenſion is the Conſummation of all that, 
which he did, and taught, whilſt he dwelt here on Earth; 


'The very Sabbath of all his Labour i in the Working out 
of our Redemption. 

As a Giant he did run his Courſe; his Circuit was 
frame the uttermoſt Parts of Heaven, unto it again 

He gave a Grant, and Commiſſion to his Apoſtles to 
go and preach, and that with ſuch a large Extent as took 
in the whole World, for they were to preach to every 
Creature, Thus did he ſet out their Office to declare the 
Goſpel to all Nations, to Men of all Countries and Con- 
ditions whatſoever. Thus having accompliſhed his Of- 
fice upon Earth, he aſcended into Heaven, hereby ſhew- 
ing that he is Lord of all Things, able to command the 
Clouds in Heaven, as well as the Clods on Earth. He 
' manifeſted himſelf to be Lord of the Sea, in walking 
upon the Water without a Ship or Boat; and in calming 
the tempeſtuous Waves, when he was in a Ship. He de- 
clares himſelf to be the Lord of the Land, in commanding 
the Grave to reſtore her Priſoner Lazarus, who had been 
dead four Days. And by the Power of his own Reſur- 
rection he manifeſted himſelf the Commander of Hell, as 
well as caſting out Devils, and overcoming Satan in his 
Temptations. And at the laſt, to ſhew, that ke was Lord 
of Heaven, he aſcended into that ſupream Palace of all 
Sovereignty, and fits on the right Hand of God, 

Is Chri/? then aſcended on High? Let ws ſeek theſe 
7 hings, which are above, worry Chriſt fitteth at the igt 
Hand of God. | 
And albeit our Bodies be tied down with the Fetters of 
Fleſh on Farth, yet let our Souls aſcend with the Wings 
of Faith into Heaven to that Place, from whence cometh 
all aur Hope, and all our Help. 
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Thus in a ſhort Method is ſet forth the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel, of the Doings and Sufferings of CHriſt: As for 
the Acts of Chriſt, they do manifeſt his Godhead and his 
moſt perfect Holineſs. 

The Book of the Acts of the holy Afoſties was written 
by St. Luke, the holy Evangeliſt; ſhewing, that aſter 
Chri/Ps Aſcenſion he left his Apoſtles on Earth for the 
building up of his Church, whom he ſtrengthned by the 
Aſſiſtance of the Holy Gho/?, and endowed them with the 
Knowledge of Languages. 

1 heir chiefeſt Office conſiſted in Inſtruction and in Bap- 

tizing; they tellified the Death, the Reſurrection, and Aſ- 
cenſion of Jeſus Chrit; and treat of Faith, Repentance, 
and good Works, as appears in the firſt Chapter. They 
had alſo Power given them of the Lord to work Miracles, 
the better to convince thoſe who were Unbelievers. 
* *Thefe Apoſtles were alike ſubject to Trouble and Per- 
{ecution as Chri/t himſelf was; the Devil was perpetually 
raiſing up Slander, Conſpiracies and cruel Perſecutions 
againſt them, even to Impriſonment, and Death, But the 
Lord in his Power was with them, ſometimes delivering 
them out of Priſon; and the Lord was a Comfort to them 
when they were under Stripes. 

St. Paul himſelf at the firit perſecuted the Church of 
God, yea he conſented to the Death of Stephen; yet he 
was by the Power and Spirit of the Lord converted from 
a Perſecutor ro be a Preacher, iuſomuch, that among all 
the Apoſtles none was more zealous in the End, nor ad- 
ded more Souls to the Church than he did. And he that 
was before a Per ſecutor, had now Perſecution enough ups 
on himſelf, 

Herod was a cruel Perſecutor of the Apoſtles; he kill- 
ed 7ames with the Sword, and that moſt barbarouſly, not 
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hearing his Cauſe, but procuring the Favour of the wick. 
ed Jews with the Blood of the Apoſtle. He alſo impri- 
ſoned Peter; but by the Prayers of the Godly the Conſpi- 
racy of the wicked 1yrant was ſubverted, and the Priſon, 
by the Power of an Angel, was thrown open, his Chains 
were looſed, and he preſerved. 

Flerod was a Prince, who delighted in the Flattery of 
the People; but, as the Proverb is, Flattery makes Fools 
Jond ; tor the Lord ſoon puniſhed him, that he was eaten 
to Death of Worms. So that by his known Tyranny, and 
this remarkable Judgment of God ſhewed upon Herod, the 
Church of God the more increaſed, 

Afterwards Paul and Barnabas are appointed Apoſtles 
of the Gentiles, by an extraordinary Commandment of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who bring many to the Subjection and Obe- 
dience of eus Chri/?, 

Elymas the Sorcerer, for his reſiſting and withſtanding 
of St. Paul in his Preaching, was at Paul's Word ſtrick- 
en Blind, for bindring the Propagation of the Goſpel, 
T he Goſpel was preached to the Gentiles by the expreſs 
Commandmeut of the Lord, who received the fame with 
much Joy. k 

Afterwards Paul and Barnabas were perſecuted at 7co- 
714m, Which was a City of Lycaona, and ſtood up in Op- 
pofition of the Doctrine of Chriſt. And by reaſon of the 
Miracles wrought by them, they were by ſome worſhip- 
ped, which they reproved: But atlaſt the Jews ſtoned Paul, 
and dragged him out of the City, thinking he had been 
dead; bot the Lord raifed him up again, even in the Midſt 

of the other Diſciples. 
| Several other Chapters do ſet forth Paul's Forwardneſs 
in preaching the DoQrine of the Goſpel, and treat of the 
miraculous Woirl:s, which he had wrouglit in bringing 
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People to the Knowledge of the Truth ; he preached the 
Gotpel with great Boldneſs and Courige, condemning the 
Sorcery and Conjuration of ſeveral of the Zews by open 


Teſtimony, forcing them to confeſs their Errors, being 


terrify'd by the powerful Preaching of the Word, and by 
the Fear of the Judgment of God. He ſpent his Time in 


Jaurneying from Place to Place, in propagating the Goſpel 


of Jeſus Chrift, and coming to Jeruſalem, the Jetus laid 
Hands upon him; but the Lord ſtir reg up the Hearts of 
ſome among the Wicked to obſtruct their wicked Dae 
of taking his Lite away. | 

He declared his Life and Converſation in a publick As. 
dience, againſt the fiiſe Accuſations of his Enemies, where- 
upon he was commanded to be fmitten by Ananias the 
High Prieſt ; for which he bojdly ſummoned him before 
the Judgment Seat of God, ſaying to him, Ged ſhall 
* ſmite thee thou whited Wall.“ After this he was accu- 
ſed by Tertullus an Orator, before Felix, (who ruled 
thoſe Parts with great Cruelty)that he was a peſtilent Fel- 
low, a Pollutor cf the Temple, and a chief Maintainer of 
the Sect of the Nazarenes, for fo the true Chriitians 
were called ſcoffingly from the Town's Name, where they 
thought that Ct was born, Paul caſteth oft this Crime 
of dedition and declafeth thus before the Governor, Af- 
* ter the Way, which they call Hereſy, fo worthip I the. 
God of my Fathers, believing all Things, which are 


written in the Law and the Prophets.” 


After this Paul, in the Preſence of Agrippa, declared 
his Liſe and Converſation from his Childhood, with ſuch 
powerful Efficacy, that Agrippa acknowledged himſelf be- 
fore him alniſt to be a Chriſtian. 

He was always ſubject to Danger, yet he had ſtill a glo- 
rious Iſſue and Delivery. 
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The Epiſtle ſo the ROMANS. 


. HE Apoſtles wrote ſeveral Epiſtles to ſeve- 
25 ＋ 25 ral Places, where they had preached the Goſ- 
: pel, becauſe it was impoſſible, that they could 

HE always be converſant with the Converts to 
Religion. Theſe Epiſtles conſiſted of Inſtructions tending 


to the cheriſhing up of their young and tender Faith, which 


was but as a green Tree newly planted, and had not as 
yet taken firm Root, This they did to prevent their ſhak- 
ing and falling off through Contention and Error, which 
was very much ſnread by the Differences and Diviſions, 
that were between the Jews and the Gentiles; for the 
Jews deſpited the Centiles, and thought them unworthy 
to be Partakers of Grace through Chrift, becauſe they 
were not under the Law as well as themſelves. The Gen- 
tiles likewiſe hated the Jess, deſpiſing them, becauſe they 
had refuſed Ch: :/7 tor their Veſſras, to whom he was ſent, 
Put the great Apoſtle St. Paul reproveth them both; as 
blaming the 7ewiſh Preſumption for thinking, that they 


Could be juilitied by the Law: ſhewing, that they ovght 


fication, who had pei formed the Law for them; for to 


to depend only upon Faith in 7% Chriſt for their Juſti- 
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perform the Law none was able, but the Son of God him- 
ſelf. 

He reproved the Gentiles for their Idolatry; becauſe 
though they had not the Law written, yet they could not 
but know, that there was a God, and therefore they ought 
not to have worſhipped Idols. 

St. Paul brings their DiFerences to a Concluſion, and 
an 4preement, by diſtinguiſhing the Law into the Law 
of the Jetter, and the Law of Faith; in that the former 
ſhewerh us what Sin is, bur-purgeth us not from Sin. 

Now tne Law of Faith is Righteouſneſs obtained wit": 
out the Law, manife ing it by the Example of Abraham, 
who was juilified by Faith, belore he was circumciſed, 
that he might not think Circumciſion the Cauſe of Juſti- 
heation, And he ſhews them again, that both the Circum- 
ciſed and the Uncircumciſed ſhall be ſa ved, if they truly 
believe. Yet he manifeſted to them that the Law is as a 
deboolmaſter, to bring us to the Knowledge of Sin, and 


that Faith and good Works are inſeparable Companions, 


Which ouzht always to go together. 

And that neither the 7ews nor the Centiies ſhonld de- 
ſpife each other, Paz! ſheweth, that we are not ſo accept- 
ed of the Lord, but we may be rejected: For by a Si- 
miiitnde he ſheketh, that if {od grafted us into the true 
Fine, which were but wwila Branches, much more may he 


graft the Jews, which are the true Branches, into the true 


Stoch again. So that we ſhould hope well of every Mem- 
ber of the Church, becauſe of God's League and Cove- 
nant; declaring alſo, that ſuch as are elected and ingrat- 
ted be not proud in themſelves, with Contempt of others, 
but with due Reverence to God, and Love towards their 


* 


Neighbour, run towards the Mark of the high Calling, : 


that | 13 ſet before them. 
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The Apoſtle alſo proceedeth to ſet down ſeveral Rules 
and Exhortations for the Jeading of our Life according 
to the Commandments of the Lord, concluding his Epiſtle 
to the Romans with Exhortation and Prayer; exhort- 
ing them to be diligent in reading the S-riptures, becauſe 
whatſoever is written, ig written for Inſtruction. He in- 
citeth them alſo to I hankſgiving, and to beware of falſe 
Prophets. becauſe they raiſe Diviſions in the Church, con- 
trary to the true Doctrine of Jeſus Chri/t ; ſo he conclu- 
deth, praying for them, that they may be filled with true 
Joy, and Peace, that cometh by Faith; and wiſhing that 
unto them whereupon dependeth true Happineſs. 

Let the Papiſis with an impartial Eye compare and 
peruſe their Principles by this one Epiſtle of St. Paul, 
written to the Romans, (or the Church of Rome) and they 
cannot but ſee, how they have run aſtray and erred from 
the Truth; ſome Particulars 1 am willing here to inſert, 
and might produce many more. 

Their very Church of Rome is in particular forewarned 
to take Heed of falling.. This Epiſtle doth foretell of her 
Apoſtacy, and ſheweth evidently, that they have erred : 
St. Paul's Doctrine and theirs being much at odds. 


St. Paul taught them that the Goſpel is the Power of 


God unto Salvation to every one that believeth. The Pa- 
pits ſay, it is not without the Help of Tradition. 
The Church of Rome repreſenteth God in the Likeneſs 
of an old Man; St. Paul told them, that it was an heath- 
eniſh Practice; and therefore the Lord threatned his 
Judgments for it. 
The Church of Rome teacheth, that all Sins deſerve 


not Death, but that many are venial, and only ſeven 
deadly. 
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KO MN 27 
St. Paul reckons up a Catalogue of hainous Sins wor- 
thy of Death, and ſaith, © the Wages of Sin is Death. 
The Church of Rome holdeth, that a Man may be ju- 
ſtißed by the Works of the Law. 
St. Paul told them, that the Law convinceth all of Sin; 
and telleth them, that by the Deeds of the Law there 
mall no Fleſh be juſtified, and alſo faith, that they are not 


juſtified by Works, but by Grace. 


They teach Juſtification, Part by Faith, and Part by 
Works. 

St. Paul taught them Juſtification by Faith only, 

They teach, that a Man may perfectly fulfil the Law 
of God. 

St. Paul taught them otherwiſe, even by himſelf, 

They teach, that Concupiſcence 1s no Sin. 

St. Paul taught them other wiſe, calling it Sin. 

They teach, that there is yet a Will and Power in Man 
to do Good ſince the Fall. | 

St. Paul taught them, that in Man (as he is) there 


dwelleth no good Thing. 


They teach, that a Man, being. in the State of Grace, 
may fall from it. 

St. Paul taught them, that there is no Condemnation 
to ſuch as are in CHiſt Feſus, 

They teach, that none can be ſure of his own Salvation, 
St. Paul taught them the contrary. 

They being ignorant of the Righteouſneſs of God, 
therefore go about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs. 

St. Paul taught them, that Faith cometh by Hearing, 
and Hearing by the Word preached. But the Papiſts 
would debar the People of both, and ſo keep them i in Ig- 
noranee. 

St. Paul exhorts them to bleſs thoſe, that perſecute 
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them. But they have learned a new Way to curſe, yea 


with Bell, Book and Candle. 
The Papiſts ſay, that it is a Matter of Damnation to 
eat Fleſh on Faſting Days, or on ſet Days, as they call 


them. 


St. Paul told them, that nothing was unclean of itſelf, 
and that the Kingdom of God doth not conſiſt in Meats 
and Drink. 


The Papi/ts teach, that it is not proſitable for all to 
read the Scripture. 


St. Paul taught them that it was written for the Ule 
and Comfort of all. 


They teach us to pray to Saints, and Images, and to 
give them Praiſe. 

St. Paul taught them to put up their Prayers to God. 

St. Paul ſhews them, that there was a Defection, and a 
beginning to err, even in his Days. 

Thus we ſee how their Doctrine oppoſes St. Paul's. 


This I thought good here to inſert, becauſe the Roma- 
niſis teach, that theirs is the true Church, and that their 


Church cannot err. 


True it is, that Chri/t promiſed to be with his Church; 
but to be with the Church of Rome to the World's Ead, 


to keep it, that it ſhould not err, is not in Scripture to be 
found. | 


The Apoſtle doth exhort us to caſt of the Yorks of 
Darkneſs, and to put on the Armour of Light, and to con- 
form ourſcives to the Will of the Lord, and not after the 


Faſhions of the World; to be compaſſionate to our Bre- 


thren, and to . to their Neceſſities. And after- 
wards the Apoitle draws his Epiſtle towards an End, with 


ROMAN S. 29 


Exhortation and Prayer; exhorting them to the reading of 
the Scripture, and to beware of falſe Prophets; ſhewing, 
that the Scriptures are written for our Instruction. He 

cautions us to beware of falſe Prophets, becauſe ſuch do 
raiſe Diviſions, and cauſe a Separation in the Church; 

N and he concludeth with Prayer, that they may be filled 

ö with all Joy and Peace, and with the Abundance Hope, 
which is an Aſſurance of Bleſſedneſs to come, 


The SUMMARY. 


This Epiſtle to the Romans treats of Juſtification, Chap, 
I, 2, 2:4; fad . 

Of Sanctification, in Chap. 6, 7, and 8. 

Of Predeſtination, in Chap. 9, 10, and 11. 
| Of good Works, in Chap. 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16. 


L CORINTHIANS, 


i 


188 AIN T Paul wrote two Epiſtles to the 
5. IPL 1 Corinthians, chiefly in regard to the Sects 
GH 8 1 and ſore Diviſions that were ſprung up in 
3 8008 3 the Church of Corinth, calling them back 


| N. MH as it were to brotherly Concord, and to 
take away all Occaſions of Diſcord ; ſome depending up- 
| on this Doctor, and ſome upon another; one ſaying, { am 
| of Paul, and another ſaying, Zam of Apollos; and a third, 
| am of Cephas; and another, / am of Chriſt. But it is 
"certain Chri/t cannot be the Head of two dividing Bodies, 
| | | himſelf being but one: Theſe Factions being ſo called 
| from the Names of their Teachers. | E 
| The Apoſtle reproved them herein, and gave them to 
| underſtand, that Ze/us Chri/t is one, and that his Religion 
is one, and therefore ought not to be divided: And tho” 
| Paul, Apollos, and Cephas plant, yet it is Chriſt, that gi- 
| . veth the Increaſe. | 
| He gives them further to underſtand, how ignorant they | 
were in the Ways of Chriſt, and of Holineſs; and there- 
| fore that they were to be dealt with as Babes. He alſo 
3 pointeth at ſeveral Vices, that the Corinthians were guilty | 
of, as Arrogancy, and fleſhly Eloquence, which defile the 
ET Purity of the Goſpel They were alſo guilty of Inceſt, 
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and of Strifes and Diviſions, one going to Law with ano- 
ther. Alſo he blameth them for the Sin of Fornication, 
and then layeth down a Remedy againſt it, which is Mar- 
ziaze He alſo reſtraineth the Abuſe of Chriſtian Liber- 
ty; and ſheweth that Knowledge ſhould be tempered with 
Charity. He blames them alſo for 1dolatry, and frequent- | 
ing of Idols, and for their Contention, and Pride. 

St. Paul alſo reproveth the Women, who preſumed to 
teach in the Churches, as a Thing not allowable; but he 
admoniſhes them to be ſilent in the Church, and in pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, being commanded to learn of their Huſ- 
bands at Home. And in the Cloſe he confuteth their Er- 
ror in doubting of the Reſurrection; manifeſting, that 
Chriſt is riſen, and become the firſt Fruits of them that 


ſhall riſe. As Chriſt roſe again, therefore the Dead alſo 


ſhall riſe again. And if Chriſt is not riſen again, he ſhew- 
eth, that the Preaching of the Goſpel is in vain, laying 
down undeniable Confirmations of the Reſurrection. Then 
he concludeth his firif” Epiſtle to the Corinthians with an 
Exhortation for the Relief of the Poor, that every Man 
do beſtow upon them according to that Ability, which 
the Lord hath bleſſed them with. 


The SUMMARY. 
In the firſt Epiſtle are Reproofs for Schiſms, and Facti- 


ons, and hearkening to ambitious Teachers, Chap. t, 2, 3, 
4. And for Inceſt, and Fornication, and going to Law, 


N Chap. 5, 6. And he diſputeth about Things indifferent, 


Chap. 8, 9, 10. About the right Uſe of ſpiritual Gifts, 
and about the Reſurrection, Chap. 12, 13. 14, 15. And 
then he concludes about Collections, and Matters of Salva- 
tion, Chap, 16, 
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ILCORINTHIANS. 


7 £2 & AIN T Paul ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthi- 
ef 8 NR an Was written from Philippi, a City in Ma- 
N LD aden, wherein he firſt makes Apology for 


Þ ES $ himlelf againſt divers Aper fions, and then, like 


a faithful Shepherd, he manifeſteth his Care 


towards them for their Edification in the true Fear of the 


Lord. For he ſhews them the Difference between the 


Law and the Goſpel; namely, that the Law propoundeth 


Death, accuſing all Men of Unrighteouſneſs; but the 
Goſpel offereth, and giveth Righteouſneſs and Life. Al- 
ſo that the Governance of the Law ſerved only for a Time, 
till the Arrival of the Promiſe ; but that the Goſpel re- 
maineth to the End of the World. Then he ſheweth the 
Glory of the Preaching of the Goſpel, in that it plainly 
diſcovereth that, which the Law ſhewed darkly, and in 


* Shadows. 


Next he encourageth the Corinthians to Charity and 
Liberality towards the Saints in Diſtreſs, by the Example 
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IL CORINTHIANS. 33 


of the Macedonians, and tells them, that their Gifts ought 
to be voluntary, and not out of any Conſtraint, that ſo 
they may be like good Seed ſown, which the Lord will 
repay with great Gain. He alſo exhorts the People to 
lead their Lives as becometh good Chriſtians, and not to 
be diſmay'd in Tribulations; and -reproveth the falſe 
Teachers, who teach not out of Love, but for their 
own ſelf Ends. And laſtly, he concludeth with a ſharp 


Reprehenſion of their deſpiſing Admonition, whereby 


they tempted the Lord's Patience, He manifeſts alſo in 
the Cloſe of his Epiſtle, that his chief Bent is for their 
Salvation, not for his own Fame and Eſtimation. And then 
he adds: an Exhortation, which comprehendeth all the 
Parts of a Chriſtian Man's Life: My Brethren, fare ye 
well, be perfect; be of good Comfort; be of one Mind; 
live in Peace; and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be 
* with you. 


The SUMMARY. 
The Apoſtle exhorts to holy Life, and Patience; and 
ſpeaks of ſhunning needleſs Society with the Wicked ; ad- 


viſes to Mercy and Liberality, and to a ſincere Reſpect of 
him, and of his Apoſtleſhip and Miniſtry, 
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ol "RES H O' S,. Paul had fully inſtructed the Gala- 


tians in the true Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, yet 
om * N they ſoon declined from his Doctrine, ſeek- 
d. N ing to be juſtified by the Works of the Law. 
Hereupon he nk Occation to convince them of their Er- 
ror, ſetting forth the Sum of the Goſpel, that Jeſus Chriſt 
by his only Offering of himſelf ſaveth us; being choſen 
out from the World by the free Decree of God the Fa- 
ther. Then he reproves them of Lightneſs, for giving 
Ear fo eaſily to thoſe, who perverted them, drawing them 
away to a new Goſpel, Thoſe falſe: Apoſtles had often 


the Law of Moſes, and the Fathers, in their Mouths, but 


yet they were indeed Corrupters of the true Goſpel, 
Upon this he ſheweth them, that there is nothing more 
contrary to Faith, or free Juſtification than Juſtification 
by the Law, or by our own Deſervings. For as many as 
are of the Works of the Law, are under the Curſe, but 
Chriſt hath redeemed us, by being a Curſe for us; by 
this Means making us Partakers of his Righteoulnels, 
Then he ſhews us, that Chr:/? ſuffered the Curſe, which 
the Law laid upon us, that we may be quit from it, 


GALATIANS. 25 


In the next Place he admoniſheth them to forſake the 
beggarly Traditions of the Law, ſuch as Circumciſion, 
Obſer vation of Times, and Days, and the like (which they 
too much leaned to) as little availing them. He ſtirs 
them alſo ro Love, and Charity, and reckoneth up ſome 
of the priucipal Eff:&s of the Fleſh, oppoſing them to the 
Fruits of the Spirit. And in the ſixth Chapter he cloſ- 
eth his Epiſtle with the Duties of Charity and brotherly 
Reprehenſions. which ougbt to be moderated by the Spi- 
rit of Meekneſs, exhorting us, that we ſtrive to be rege- 
nerated by Faith, to be dead to Sin, and to rife again 
through Chriſt unto Newneſs of Life. 


The SUMMARY. 
The Apoſtle reproves their Backſliding, (Chap. 1.) 


He treats of Juſtification, (Chap. 2, 3, and 4.) 
And exhorts to good Works, (Chap. 5 and 6.) 
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| EPHESIANS. 


Sen AIN T Paul wrote this Epiſtle to the Fphe- 


N 0 
\ 


N fians, when he was a Priſoner at Rome; where- 
| G 8 1 
| KC by Adoption ; ſhewing that all good Things 
| 
! 


Q in he firſt treateth of the free Election of God 

A come from God to us, in and by 7e/#s Chri/?, manifeſting 
| to us the Excellency of his Glory. In the ſecond Chaj- 
ter he ſetteth forth the Exceliency of the Grace of Cyr:/, 
comparing that miſerable State, wherein we were born, 
with that Dignity, whereunto we are advanced by God 
| the Father in Chri/?, The Apoſtle obſerving, that the 
F good Dectrine, which he had taught them, was mingled 
with the Weeds of falſe Teachers, thought himſelf oblig- 
ed in Conſcience to write to them, and to ule ſeveral Ad- 
| monitions, and Exhortations to them, as in the 4th, 5th, 

| | and 6th Chapters. Theſe contain ſeveral Precepts of 
| Manners; as for Inſtance, to have mutual Love; to caſt 
oft Lying, and filthy Communication; to bridle our Ane 
ger; to avoid Theft; alſo he giveth a general Precept a- 
gainſt all Exceſs of Affections, which dwell in the Part of 
the Minds; and to take heed, that we grieve not the 
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Spirit of God thro? Intemperance ; but that we ſhould mo» 
derate all our Affections and Deſires. | 

In the next Place he terrifieth them by denouncing ſe- 
vere Judgments againſt Fornication, and Uncleanneſs, 
&c. from whence cometh the Wrath of God. 

Thea he treateth of Famiiy-Duties, vi of the Huſ- 
band to the Wite, and of the Wife to the Husband. 


Ad laſtly, he ſheweth the Duty of Children and Pa- 


rents, of Servants and Maſters, letting us know, that our 
chiefeſt Enemies are inviſible ; that we are miſtaken if we 
imagine, that our chiefeſt Conflicts are with Men; that 
fuch Enemies are put to flight only with the Armour of 
God, with Uprightneſs of Conſcience, and a godly and 
holy Life, with the Word of God, and by Faith and Pray- 
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PHILIPPIANS. 


RKAAINT Paul continuing a Priſoner at Rome, 
M. the Philippians ſeat him Relief by Epaphro- 

xs ditus; who was a Profeſſor of the Goſpel; 

oe? 3! and this Generoſity of theirs ſtirred him up 


to expreſs his Thankfulneſs towards them, by praying for 


them, and encouraging them to go forward in the Service 


of the Lord, in well-doing, and by no Means to faint, 


He exhorts them alſo to Unity, and Patience, and Meek- 


neſs of Mind. Then he admoniſhes them to beware of 


falſe Teachers, terming them Dogs, evil Workers, Belly- 
Gods, Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt. 

He fetteth forth the true Circumciſion, which is of the 
Heart, cutting off all wicked AſteCtions by the Virtue of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and adviſes us to have a Care, that we 
ſerve God in Purity of Life, and not in outward T hings, 
which pertain nothing to the Soul, He would have us 
labour to be found in Chriſt, i. e. to be found not in 
human Righteouſneſs, but to be clothed with the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chri/?, imputed to Man, that by virtue of his 
Reſurrection, we may eſcape from Death; to follow the 
Steps of Jeſus Chriſt, who is our proper Aim and Mark, 

He painteth out the falſe Apoſtles, and that with the 
greateſt Grief, becauſe, being Enemies of the Goſpel, they 


regard chiefly the Commodities of this Life. 
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From particular Exhortations he cometh to general 
Ones, ſuch as Patience, that they frame their Lives to the 
Rule of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, as they have been 
taupht by Word and Example. 


The 8 UMMARY 


Tn this Epillle i is a Narration of the Apoſtle's Love to 
the People. (Chap. 1.) 

He exhorts them to Love, and Humility ; and to Wari- 
neſs and a conſtaut Progrels, (Chap. 2.) both in Aſſurance, 
and Sanétity, (CHap. 3.) and concludes with particular Ex- 
hortations, aud general Commendations, (Chap. 4.) 
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COLOSS . 


N * —— 72. *HE Colefſians were the Inhabitants of a 
LED FT City of Phrygia, which was called Colofſe, 
{1 : j 'The Apoſtle in the firſt Place giveth God 
po WE oh Thanks becauſe of their Faith in Chri/t; 

ſhewing, that all the Parts of our Salvation 


conſiſt in Zeſus Chriſt, 


He laboureth in the Lord for them, both by Prayer 
and Exhortation; praying to the Lord to beſtow ſundry 
Bleſſings upon them; ſuch as Wiſdom, and ſpiritual Un- 
derſtanding : I hat they may walk worthy of the Lord, 
and be fruitful in goon Works, and be thankful unto 
God, | 


He alſo exhorts them to have a Care, that they cleave 
to none but Chr:/t, becauſe in him only they ſhall be com- 
pleat and perfect. He then condemneth as vain what- 
ſoever is without Chriſt. Afterwards he ſetteth down 
the Duties of a Chriſtian Life, viz to give ourſelves to 
thoſe Things, which pertain to true Godlineſs, not to 
thoſe out ward and corporal Things, but to that, which 
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COL OSSIAN S& 41 
will lead us to the Mark we ſhoot at. We are to ſtrive 
for the new Birth in Chr1/?, to put off the old Man, i. e. 
the Wickedueſs that is in us by Nature, and to put on 
the new Men, which is Pureneſs given us by Grace: Ex- 
horting us to the Bowels of Mercies, to Kindneſs, Humi- 
liry of Mind, Meckneſs, Long-ſuffering, and Love, And 


then he layeth down ſeve:i al Precepts, which pertain to e- 


very Man's. Femily, as the Duties of Husbands to their 
Wives, of the Wives to the Husbands; of the Children's 
Duties to their Parents, and of the Father's Care for 
them. So alſo the Seryants Duties to their Maſters; and 


how the Malters ſhould ſhew themſelves juſt and upright 


in Equity unto their Servants. 


And in the laſt Chapter, when he had applied ſeveral 
general Exhortations, he concludeth with Greetings, 
aud kind Recommendations to the Converts of that Place. 
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LTHESSALONLANS, 


XX ET T heſſa!onians : In the firſt whereof he com- 
8 2 mendeth them for their willing Minds, and 


S AIN T Paul wrote two Epiſtles to the 
FA 


* X their Readineſs to hear : and for their pro- 


fiting in hearing, inſomuch, that they ſhew- 
ed themſelves a good Example to their Neighbours, He 
alſo ſetteth forth his Care and Pains for them, declaring 
his faithful Preaching of the Goſpel to them, even in the 
Midſt of Danger, without any Proſpect of Gain, or World- 
ly Profit. He alſo further exerts himſelf in the Com- 
mendation of the People of T hefja/onica, becauſe they ap- 


proved of his Miniſtry by their apparent Chearfulneſs in 


embracing the Word of God, receiving it not as the Word 
of Man, but (as it really is) the Word of God, which 
worketh in them Faith, Hope, and Patience: He exhorts 
and encourages them to a Growth in Holineſs, and to bro- 
therly Love, 

He alſo condemneth all Filthineſs through Luſt, in that 
it defileth the Body, and oppoſeth Honeſty and Purity. 
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I. THE SSALONIANS. 43 


He reproveth them for two Things, viz fir ſt for their 
exceſſive Mourning for the Dead, as though they utterly 
periſhed; to remove which Miſtake he admoniſhes them 
as good Chriſtians, to account of Death but as a Sleep, 
out of which the Faithful ſhall one Day awake to their e- 
ter nal Life, Death being but a Sleep of the Body until the 
Lord's coming. Secondly, he alſo reproveth them for 
their over curious Searching to know the Time of Chriſt's 
ſecond Coming, which is a Thing hid even from the An- 
gels in Heaven: Wherefore he warnet h them to be rea- 
dy daily to receive the Lord, and to walk like the Chil- 
dren of Light, in Patience, in Love, in Watching, in 
Praying, in T hankſgiving, and in hearing of the Word 
preached, 


o 


The SUMMARY. 


Firſt the Apoſtle treats of their Converſion, and the 
Means of it: Then of the Fruit of it: Of his great Love 


to them, and Care for them, And concludes with DireQi- 
ons for their Lives. 


. . ooo · xi · xi · wos -A. - 
IS} | | 17. To: 
— — 1 | * . 


II. 7 HE SS. A LO VITANS. 


— at 


Ke AINT paul in the fecond Epiſtle mani- 


S* ſeſteth unto the 7 heſſalonians the Tryal of 
« Faith by Affliction, which workech Patience; 


Nase and tells them, that they ſhould exerciſe 
themſelves with Faith and Charity, 


He foretelleth the falling away from the Faith by the 
Means of Antichriſt, that Man of Sin, that oppoſeth him- 
felf againſt all that is called God; and that he ſhould reign 


within the Boſom of the Church. So as it is plainly 


pointed out who it is, and that it ſhould be none elſe but 


the Pope of Rome, that Man of Sin, and ſo tis agreed on 


by all Divines. He gives us Warning, that we muſt take 
heed of falſe Prophets, which go about to deceive. 

In the third Chapter he layeth down divers Admoniti- 
ons, as namely, tha: hey make Prayers for the Increaſe 
of the Goſpel, and for che Safety of the faithful Mini- 
ſters thereof. And he directs them to withdraw them- 
ſelves from thoſe, who through Curioſity do pervert good 
Order a Admoniſhing the Elect at the ſame Time to 
ſtand faſt to the Doctrine, that they have received, and to 
pray, that the Word of God may have its free Paſſage, 
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and that they may be delivered from the Company of the 
Wicked; and that they follow the Doctrine of the Apoſ- 
tles, as a Rule of Life for them to walk. by : Adviſing 
them alſo to keep a watchful Mind to the Coming of Je- 
Jus Chriſt, 

He alſo ſheweth that idle and lazy People ought not to 
be relieved by the Church, inveighing againſt Idleneſs, in 
that God created no Man in vain, or to no Purpoſe. Then 
he reprehends a Vice that commonly accompanies Idle- 
nels, that there are none more buſy in other Men's Mat- 
ters than they, who neglect their own. Theſe he account- 
ed buſy Bodies, adviſing none to be idle, but that all ſtu- 
dy quietly and carefully to do their Duty in that Office 
and Calling wherein the Lord hath placed them. And 
laſtly, he adviſeth to have no Familiarity or Fellowſhip 
with the Excommunicated ; but that we ſeek by all Means 
to bring them back again into the right Way, | 


The SUMMARY. 


The Apoſtle in this ſecond Epiſtle to the T hefſalonians, 
firſt comforts, then he propheſieth, and then exhorts, 
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e HIS whole Epiſtle of Saint Paul to Tino- 
2285 = T'FS thy conſiſteth in holy Admonitions, confuting 

erroneous Doctors, and plainly declaring all 
8 the Duties of a faithful Paſtor in a moſt live- 


ly and moving Stile This Timothy was a Diſciple of 


Paul, and a Profeſſor of the Goſpei in Epheſus; and tho? 
a Profeſſor, yet he was admoniſhed of his Duty: As firſt, 
that no Innovation be made, either in the Apoſtle's Doc- 
trine, or in the Manner of teaching it ; ſecondly, that the 
right Uſe and Practice of the Doctrine muſt be joined 
with the Doctrine, which conſiſteth in pure Charity, good 
Conſcience, and a true Faith; for there is neither Love 
without a good Conſcience, nor a good Conſcience with- 
out Faith, nor Faith without the Word of God. 

In the ſecond Chapter he treateth of the Miniſtry of 
the Word and of publick Prayers, and for whom we ought 
to pray ; and concerning the Duty of Biſhops and Dea- 
cons. He alto directeth Women to learn in the publick 


_ Aﬀemblies with Silence and Modeſty, and that they be 


comely apparelled, without Exceſs or Riot, Then the A- 
poſtle treateth of Paſtors and Officers in the Church, and 
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of their Qualifications ; how they ought to be endowed 
and behave themſelves. Then he condemneth falſe Doc- 
trine, and ſtrange and erroneous Opinions, and the ſeve- 
ral Kinds thereof. Afterwards he ſheweth how to keep 
a Meaſure in rebuking of all Degrees, and layeth down 
Rules touching the Care of Widows; and then he teach- 
es our Duty to Elders, how we ought to behave ourſelves 
towards them, who have the Government of the Church, 
In the laſt Chapter he taxeth ſeveral Abuſes, and ſetteth 
forth the Duty 'of Servants towards their Maſters, alſo 
the Duty of rich Men, viz that they ought not to be 
high-minded, not to put Confidence in their Riches, be- 
ing uncertain Things; but that they be ready to diſtri- 
bute to the Needy ; and then he concludeth his firſt E- 
piſtle with an Exhortation to all Miniſters, that they de- 
ſpiſe all vain Bablings and Sophiſtry, and that they conti- 
nue in ſincere Doctrine with Simplicity, not in Words, but 
alſo in ſincere Conſcience and Geſture. 
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dec N this ſecond to Timothy, the Apoſtle firſt 

3 7 K. J rakes Occaſion to commend Timothy s Faith, 

S* * Oo exhorting him to perſevere in the Duties of 
BAD ER his Calling, and in the Chriſtian Warfare; 

alſo to go forward faithfully therein ro the 
End. He ſheweth, that the Miniſtry of the Word is a 
ſpiritual Warfare, laying down Examples from Soldiers and 
Husbandmen, none of whom expect a Profit without La- 
bour. Then he confirmeth two Principles of our Faith, 
one, that Chriſt is the true Meſſias, made Man of the 
Seed of David, which is the Ground of onr Salvation; 
the other, that he is riſen again from the Dead. 

He ſheweth alſo, that we ought not to contend about 
Words and Queſtions, which are unprofitable, and often 
prove burtful; but that we ſhould frame ourſelves to all 
Manner of Patience. 

He ſheweth, that the Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould not 
be an idle Diſputer, but as a faithful Steward, in dividing 
aright the Words of Truth, thereby to ſtop the Mouths 
of vain Bablers, and to excuſe himſelf in weighty nad. 
and ſuch as appertain to Godlineſs. 

Next he propheſieth of the perilous Tine to come, by 
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wicked diſſembling Men, ſuch as are Lovers of themſelves, 


covetous, Boaſters, &c. ſhewing, that the Lord will in 
the End pluck off their falſe Vizards. In all which Times 


of Trouble we muſt hold faſt to the Doctrine of the A- 


poſtles, the Sum whereof is to expect Salvation by Faith, 


in and through Chriſt. 


In the 4th and laſt Chapter is laid down a principal 
Admonition that the Word of God be propounded with 
an holy Importunity, and that a good Ground of Doctrine 
be laid; concluding with this as a Direction to all good 
Miniſters, to preach the Word in Seaſon, by reproving, re- 
buking, and 8xhorting ; which is the only Means to repreſs 
the furious raging of the Wicked, | 
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Ol N this Epiſtle we have an Account of the Du- 


| © I a ties of Miniſters and their Hearers; the Oc- 
| caſion whereof was this: St. Paul following 
Oe the Work of the Lord in the Propagation of 
the Goipe], wrote an Epiſtle to Titus, being in Crete, 
whither he was ſent to finiſh the Doctrine which St. Paul 
had there begun; and that he might the better perform 
his Charge, it was neceflary to ſhew him what Kind of 
Men ought to be choſen for the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and to admoniſh them what Faults they ought to avoid, 
and what Virtues they ought to have. Here he took Oc · 
caſion to remind him of the publick Character of the Peo- 
ple of that Iſland, that their Minds were given to Lying, 
Beaſtlineſs, and Sloth. Then he lets them know, that Pu- 
rity confiſteth not in external Worſhip, but in the Mind 
and Conſcience, 

Then he ſetteth forth the Duties of fra Ranks of 
Perſons and Eſtates, willing 2 ztus to inſtruct the Church, 
and to labour with Courage and Boldneſs, as a true Am- 
baſſador of the Lord, ſhewing himſelf an Example of good 
Work, by his Integrity of Life. He orders him to ap- 


ply his Doctrine to all Ages and Orders of Men, laying 
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Jown Inſt ructions both for Old and Young, to be ſober, 
honeſt, diſcreet, ſound in Faith, with Love and Patience. 
The Women he adviſes to be holy, and not to be guilty 
of immodeſt Behaviour, not given co Wine, but that they 
ſhould be Inſtructors of the younger Women, teaching 
them to be chaſte and obedient, and not given to gadding 
up and down, Then he layeth down the Duty of Ser- 
vants towards their Maſters, with ſeveral Admonitions to 
all the Godly. And in his third Chapter he directeth Ti- 


tus, that all be put in Mind to reyerence ſuch as be put 


in Authority, ſetting forth the Duties which Men owe to 


one another, ſhewing how we ought to give ourſelves to 


Godlineſs, and to eſchew all vain Queſtions, which tend 
to nothing but Strite and Debate, 
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PHILEMON, 


PAIR HER AINT Paul being a Priſoner in Roma, 

= & Oneſimus a Servant of Philemon, (who 
8 : : 

ES * fled from his Maſter for having commit- 
des, MA * ted ſome thieviſh Offence) came unta 
: him : 'There he makes a Chriſtian Con- 
vert of him, and ſends this Letter to intreat a Pardon for 
him, urging it as an Example of Chriſtian Charity. And 
by per ſonally ſending back Onęſimus himſelf to his Maſter 
upon this important Meſſage, he ſhewed the good Aſſu- 
rauce he had of Philemon's Compliance, and that he would 
readily embrace him in regard of his Converſion to the 
Lord. He inſiſted upon it withal, that he was not only 

his Servant now, but his Brother in the Lord; ſo he pa- 
ciſieth Philemon for the Abuſe which his 1 had 
committed, ſhewing that now he is not only his Servant, 
but the Lord's Servant, and fo he ought to receive him a- 


gain for the Lord's Sake. 
Of St. Paul's Life and Death. 


T. Paul was born at Tant in Cilicia, about ten 
Vears after Chri/t”s Nativity, and was of the Tribe 
of Tuner 


pp ws fig „ 
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At his Circumciſion he was called Saul, that is, a mor- . 
tal Man, deſirable, or aſked; but when he was the Apo- 1 
{tle of the Gentiles he was called Paul, i. e. little, becauſe | 


he was ſhort of Stature. He was at firſt a cruel Perſecu- ö 
tor of the Goſpel, but going from FJeruſalem into Syria, | 
|. 


he received Converſion, and was baptiſed by Anamas. Af- 
ter which he taught the Goſpel of Chri/? with great Di- 
ligence, travelling into many Countries for the Propaga- 
tion of the ſame ; aud ſpreading abroad the Word of Gd. 
But ar laſt he came to be beheaded at Rome tor the Faith F 
of Chriſt, | |. 
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O was the Penman of this Epiſtle to the 
65 (© Hebrews, is not unanimouſly agreed upon by 
©) the holy Fathers, but the Generality fix it up- 
88881 5 on St. Paul, and no other. In it is ſet forth 
unto us the Difference between the Prieſthood of Chri/t, 
and the Levitical Prieſthood; more particularly that 7e 
Chri/l the Son of God, both God and Man, is that true 
eternal 4nd only Prophet, King, and high Prieſt, that was 
ſhadowed by the Figures of the old Law, and is now in- 
deed exhibited, of whom the whole Church ought to be 
taught, governed, and ſanctified. J he Author proves 
that Chriſt's Dectrine, Majeſty and Prieſthood are molt 
perfect; and that therefore good Heed ought to be given 
theteunto. And he ſetteth forth how much inferior Mo- 
es is to Chriſ, even as the Servant is to the Maſter, 
He ſteweth, that the Goſpel ought to be tempered with 
Faith, lettipg us know, that the Nord of Ged 1s lively, by 
reaſon of the Effedts which it worketh 1 in them, to whom 
it is pi cached. 
Then ke repeateth the Duty of the high Prieſt, and 
argues that Chriſt is appointed of God to be our high 


Prieſt, preterring our Lord's high Prieſthood above 
Aaron 8. 


2 


Then he come h to Reprehenſions, ſpeaking of a gene- 
ral Backſliding of ſuch as fall away from the Faith in a 
wilful Manner, (not of Frailty.) Such as theſe that fell a- 
way had but a Taſte (as it is ſaid) of the heavenly Gift. 

But he directs them to what Virtues they have chiefly 
need of, to go forward conſtantly, and to profit, becauſe 
the Hope of the Inheritance is certain, if we do continue 
unto the End, comparing Hope to an Anchor, which ſtay- 
eth the whole Ship. 

He ſlie ws us alſo, how the Prieſthood of CHriſt, and the 
Levitical Law do differ in divers Points, as namely, that 
the Pricithood of the Levites was external, the Prieſthood 
of Chriſt is ſpiritual, after the Order of Meichixedecꝭ; for 
he is to be a Prieſt, a Prophet, and a King for ever; a 
Prieſt ſanctifying us from Sin, a Prophet teaching us by 
his Wiſdom, and a King to govern us by his Power. 'They 
differ alſo as touching their Sacrifices; the Levwtes offer- 
ing the Blood of Goats, Bulls, and the like; but Chri/# 
offered his own precious Blood, and ſo his muſt be much 
better than the Prieſ.hood of Levi. 
hey differ as touching the Temple; the one being 
built with Hands, but the Temple of Chriſi is built by 
the Holy Ghoſt. Thc Order of Levi executed their Prieſt- 
hood in a frail Tabernacle, but Chriſt beareth about him 
a far greater Tabernacle, to wit, his Body, which God 
himſelf made to be everlaſting, who is in the heavenly 
Sanctuary, 

The Sacrifice of the Lune tho? many Times offered, 


did but ſanctify the Body ; but the Sacrifice of Cr iſt, — 


offered, ſanctiſieth both Body and Soul | in all that have 
Faith in him. 
Under the Law thoſe Figures were earthly, although 


they were the Figures of heavenly Things; but under 


— 


56 HEBREW 5. 
Chr1/t all Things are heavenly, and Heaven itſelf is ſet o- 
pen before us for an everlaſting Habitation. 

Wherefore it is ſaid, let us draw near with a true 
Heart, in Aſſurance of Faith, having our Hearts pure 
from an evil Conſcience, and let us keep the Profeſſion of 
our Hope; for God i is a Reyenger gf all ſuch as delpiſe 
him, 

Then it is hewed, that Faith is the Ground of Things 
which are hoped for, and the Evidence of Fhings which 
are not ſeen ; and that none can attain Salvation any other 
Way than by Faith in and through 7eſus Chri/l, 

In the twelfth Chapter of this Epiſtle the Zews are ex- 
horted to Patience and Conſtancy, and that they ſhould 
ſtrive to run in the Race which is ſet betore them, laying 
aſide all Hopes and Impediments, ſetting before them Jeſus 
Chriſt as the Mark which we all ought to aim at; and 
that we ſhould hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith with- 
out warering, in all Conditions, and ſhew a good Example 
of Life for others to follow, and ſtudy to live in Peace 
and Holineſs towards all, 

Then he concludeth the Epiſtle, in the thirteenth Chap- 
ter, by lay ing downdivers good Leſſons, not only for Man- 
ners, but alſo for Doctrine, as Charity to Strangers, and 
to thoſe in Affliction, The Apoſtle commends chaſte Ma- 
trimony in all ſorts, and threatneth Deſtruction againſt 
FW horemongers and Adulterers, He utterly condemns Co- 
vetouſneſs, and extols a contented Mind, in that which 

the Lord hath beſtowed on us. —_ 
Is e tells us, that we ought to be quiet, and to reſt our- 
- ſelves eaſy and reſigned in Chriſt, in that there was never 
any Man ſaved without the Knowledge of him; and he 
adviſes us to have a Care that we be not carried away with 
ſtrange Doctrines, aud that we muſt by no Means mix an 


an 
an 


'CY e 


external Worſhip with the Goſpel. And foraſwuch as 
corporeal Sacrifices are taken away, he ſheweth that the 
true Sacrifice of an humble Confeſſion remains, con- 
ſifting in giving of Thanks, and in Works of Charity 
and Liberality, in which Sacrifice the Lord is well de- 
lighted, 


The SUMMARY. 


This Epiſtle treats of Chriſt, his Perſon and divine 
Nature, (Chap. 1.) and of his human Nature, Chap. 2.) 
of his Office, (Chap. 3, 4, and 5.) of the Duties of Chriſtj- 
ans, and of Faith, (Chap. 11.) of a holy Lite, (Chap, 12. 


and 13.) 
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ten to no one particular Perſon, but to all the 
Fer in a general Manner, being diſperſ- 
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| 7 HIS Epiſtle is fo ſtlled, becauſe it is writ- 


MN ed through many Countries. In which E- 


piſtle are contained the Effects of our Juſtification, the 
End of good Works, and the Cauſe thereof, Faith, the 
Duties of Patience, of hearing the Ward, and what true 
Religion is. This Apoſtle teacheth us Comfort in Afflic- 


tion; that we ought not to be caſt down, but to comfort 


ourſelves under the Croſs, in that God is the Author of 
all Good; and that our Faith Is tried through Afflictions; 
and that we ſhould rejoice in the Croſs, becauſe it doth 
not preſs us down, but exalteth us. By this way we come 
to the Cru of Life, and yet it is of Grace, according to 
the Prowiſe. And farther we learn here, that every Man is 


the Author of theſe Temptations to himſelf, and not God, 
who is the Author of all Goodneſs, Then the Apoſtle 


concludes his firſt Chapter, by ſhewing. that the true Ser- 


vice of God conſiſteth in Charity towards our Neighbour, 
and Purity of Life. 


In the ſecond Chapter Faith is ſet forth in a twofold 


rhe General Epiſtle f JAMES. FI 


Manner, one as it is a lively Faith, the other as a dead 
Faith. A lively Faith is ſuch a F aith as manifeſteth it- 
ſelf by good Works; but a dead Faith is ſuch as the 
Devils have, that believe, but bring forth no good F ruits, 
but evil. 

Faith that bringeth forth not good Works, i is but an 
Image of Faith. 

In the third Chapter our Aopſile treats of the Govern- 
ment of the Tongue, wherein he reproved Backſliding; 
therefore the Tongue ought to be governed with the 
Bridle of Faith, and Charity, and with Meekneſs of Mind. 
Several other good Precepts, Exhortations, and Inſtruc- 
tions in this Epiſtle are laid down for the well ordering 
of a Chriſtian's Life; ſharply reproving Pride and Haugh- 
tineſs of Mind. Alſo he commendeth Chriſtian Patience, 
and ſheweth what is the beſt Remedy againſt all Afflicti- 
ons, and that is Prayer, 
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The Firſt Epiſtle General of 
"T5 0 
{DOD N this Epiſtle is ſet forth to us Chri/Ps Calling 


98 1 of his Ele& through Obedience, and the 
8 Sprinkling of his Blood, to an Inheritance im- 
ferved in Heaven, 


3 mortal and undefiled, and that fadeth not, re- 
of Faith and Hope, which conſiſt in renouncing our Luſts, 


Here alſo St. Peter ſheweth the Fruits 


and in living godly; manifeſting to us, that Sanètification 


doth follow Adoption. | 

Next he proceedeth to exhort thoſe that are new born 
in Faith, to lead their Lives anſwerable to the ſame, that 
they bring forth Fruit, to ſhew Virtue of him, that called 
them ; being holy, as he is holy; and dying to Sin, and Jiv- 
ing unto Righteouſneſs. He tells us, that we ought ta 


live holily, in that we are Citizens of Heaven, and that 
we mult not live according to the Fleſh, i. e. according to 
our corrupt Nature, but according to the Spirit; that ſo 
flethly Motions may not bear Rule in us. 

Here he treats alſo of particular Duties, which we owe 
unto Magiſtrates, both of higher and lower Rank; and of 


r 
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The Firſt Epiſtle of PE TE R. Gt 
the Duties we owe to one another; and of the Duties 
of Servants to their Maſters. - Here is likewiſe ſet forth 
the Wives Duty to their Husbands, viz. to be obedient, 
and not contemn their Husbands; and to confirm the 
Reaſonablenefs of this, he briageth in Examples of godly 
Women, and condemneth the Extravagance and Exceſs of 
Women. Then heteacheth Husbands their Duty to their 
Wives, and how to behaye themſefves; ſpeaking againſt 
Brawlings and Strifes. He commendeth Concord, Peace, 
and mutual Love, and adviſes patiently to bear Per ſecuti- 
023; he ſheweth the Uſe of Charity, that it may be to the 
Profit of the Neiglibourhood. 

Laſtly, here is ſet forth the Office of the Elders, and 
ſuch as have the Care of the Church, that they feed the 
Flock, and that it is not theirs but God's. He commends 
alſo many peculiar Chriſtian Virtues, and eſpecially Mo- 
deſty, and Lowlineſs of Mind; in that God refſteth the 
Proud, but giveth Grace to the Humble. 

In this Epiſtle is Matter of Conſolation, of Den 
on, and of Dehortation. 
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The Second Epiſtle General of 


LN the Second Epiſtle of St. Peter we are ſtir- 


ed the Knowledge of the Goſpel, we ſhould 
OR labour to confirm and eſtabliſh it in ourſelves 
by good Works, and Holineſs of Life; and that we have 
Faith rooted in us, without which nothing can pleaſe God. 
And there are reckoned up certain principal Virtues, 
whereof ſome appertain to the firſt Table of the Law, o- 
thers to the laſt, in that our Calling and Election is ap- 
proved by thoſe Fruits, and confirmed in us, 

Then he foretelleth of falſe Teachers, who will prove 
Oppugners of the Truth, declaring their crafty, Villanies 


and Sketches, comparing them to brute Beaſts, and Wells 


without Water; and withal adding ſome particular Notes 
to know them by; manifeſting them to be Hypocrites and 
Atheiſts, and declaring the Judgment of the Lord upon 
them. 

He voucheth the ſecond Coming of Chᷣriſt, againſt the 


red up, and exhorted, that having once receiv- 


Ii 
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Epicures by Name. And proves, that the Lord will ſure- 
ly come, becauſe he hath promiſed it; and giving a ſolid 
Reaſon, why the latter Day cometh not ſo ſuddenly, viz. 
becauſe God doth patiently wait until the Ele& be 
brought home to Repeatance, that none of them may 


periſh, 

Then he ſetteth down an Exhortation to Purity of Life, 
adviſing that we be found watching, and ready to meet 
the Lord at his ſecond Coming, 


7 The SUMMARY. 


In the ſecond Epiſtle of Peter, firit he exhorts to Ho- 
lineſs, (Chap. 1.) 

He threatens wicked Teachers and Apoſtles, (Chap. 2.) 

And laſtly, 3 of the Day of Judgment, 


- (Chap. 3. 


FROXONDY OXON T8 


RE A Rf - 0 E. SOA, SO e- E. . 


r e e e d e SS 
ogg -A SK. g- vs of ol e 


A AS AS Nb 3 


— 


The Firſt Epifile General of 
F HN 


KAR HE firſt Epiſtle General of Sz. John begin- 
A neth with a Deſcription of the Perſon of Jeſus 
I > Chriſt, and ſhews that we ſhall be joined with 
be N Christ, if we be governed by his Light. And 
that 855 Beginning of Salvation is to ackno«s ledge our Sin 
and Wickedneſs, and to require Pardon of him, who free- 
ly forgiveth all Sins, and that our Salvation dependeth en- 
tirely upon the free Promiſe of God. 

In the ſecond Chapter is ſet forth, and proved that 


Chriſt is our Mediator and Advocate; that the Knowledge 


our Lives ſhould be ordered according to the Preſcript of 
God's Commandments. Ihen he treateth of Charity to- 
wards one another, and foretells that there ſhould a Time 


| ſome Profeſſors. 

In the third Chapter is fet forth the free Love of God, 
manifeſted to us, that he adopteth us to be his Children, 
and deſcribeth this Adoption by Purity of Lite, teſtified by 
good Mor ks. 

The Contents of the foarth Chapter teach us, that 
Love and Charity ought not to be ſeparated trom the true 


of the Lord doth conſiſt in Holineſs of Life; and that 


come, that there ſhould be a diſhonourable falling back of 
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The Second Epiſtle of JOHN. 65 
Worſhip of God, and that we ought to take Heed of falſe 


Prophets, and not too lightly to give Credit to every 
Man. And in the firſt Chapter it ſheweth, that Faith 
and brotherly Love are inſeparable. Here is alfo declar- 
ed, what true Faith is, even that which reſteth upon. 
Fu Chriſt alone. 
The SU MM A RY. 
In this Epiſtle he treats of the Benefits of Christ, 


(Chap 1.) 
Of the Office of Chriſtians in Lane (Chap. 2, 3, 4.) 


(In Faith, Chap. 5.) 
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The Second Epiſtle of F O HN. 


| ou I'S ſecond Epiſtle of St. John is written to 


S T & a Lady, i e. to ſome Woman of great Renown, 
5 2 who inſtructed her Children in the Fear of the 
Lord, and therefore is highly commended by 
the Apoſtle, and exhorted to continue in the ſame Profeſ- 
ſion, which conſiſteth in Love towards one another, and 
in wholeſome and ſound Doctrine. 
We learn from hence alſo this general good Leſſon, that 
we ought not to have any Thing to do with them that 
defend perverſe Doctrine. —.—5 | 
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7 he Third Epiſtle of FO HN. 


GIS 8 HIS third Epiſtle was Written to Gaius, an emi- 
8 12 nent Profeſſor of the Goſpel, who is much com- 
2 8 mended for his ſingular ee and the 
Teſtimony of Faith. 

Diotrephes is reprehended for vain Glory, Ambition. 
and Coveiouſneſs, two pernicious Plagues, (eſpecially in 


them, who have any eccleſiaſtical Function) are condeman- 
ed in the Perſon of Diotrephes. 


The General Epiſtle of FU DE. 
* FR DE wrote his Epiſtle to all Chriſtian 
Be MES Churches, adviſing them to contend for the 


BS 7 £þ Maintenance of their Faith againſt all Sects 
506585 and Schiſms, warning the Godly to beware 


NN N N of ſuch as wake the Grace of God a Cloak 


for their Wantonneſs; reproving them by the Example of 
Michael the Archangel, who when he ſtrove with the 
Devil about the Body of Maſes, did not rail at him with 
ſcurrilous Language, but only ſaid, T he Lord rebuke thee. 

This ſhews, that we muft not rail upon Magiſtrates, 
be they never ſo wicked. And ſetteth forth to the God- 
ly a Method how to overthrow all the Snares of wicked 


- Deceivers. 
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The Revelation of St. FO HN the 


Divine. 


M H E inſpired Penman who wrote this Book of 
* T . the Revelation, was ohn the Apoſtle, or Evan- 
Al- by geliſt, the ſame whom 7e/us loved. He receiv- 
ed Command from 7e/us Chri/? that he ſhould write the 
Things which he had ſeen and heard, and to ſet them all 


down in a Book. 2 
This John being baniſhed by the Tyrant Domitian a- 


bout the Year of our Saviour Chri/# Ninety fix, into an 


Iſle called Patmos, which is a ſmall Defart Ifland, ly- 
ing in the AÆgean Sea, as Geographers write, was there 
received, and there he wrote this Book, being called and 
authorized thereunto by Ze/us Chri/? himſelf. 

He is commanded by the Lord to ſet down all the Vi. 
ſions, which the Angel ſhewed him, and to ſend them to 
the ſeven Churches of {fa Minor; that is, to People of 
all Sorts and Conditions of Life, 


It is called a Revelation, as much as to PO an uncover- 


ing of Things which lay hidden, If fo, then no doubt, 
it may be known, and ſeen into. He was to publiſh 
this Revelation in ſuch Manner and Form, as he had re- 
ceived it from Teſts Chriſt, which is figurative, and alle- 


gorical. A 
He was required to ſend it to the ſeven Churches of 


Aſt ia, viz, unto Epheſus, unto Smurna, unto ras 
8 3 
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unto T hyatria, unto Sardis, boa aan and unta 
Laodicea. 

There are but ſeven Churches named, but under theſe 
ſeven all others are comprehended. Under theſe ſeven 
Churches of Aſia, and their teveral Eſtates, the State of 
the univerſal Church militant is laid open, ſo as it apper- 
taineth to the univerſal Church cf Chriſt throughout al! 
the World. 

As concerning the general Matter of this Book, there 
are to be found large and lively Deſcriptions of the moſt 
glorious Perſon of Chriſt, and of all his ſublime and ex- 
cellent Offices. both of Prophet, Prieſt, and King. And 
we ſhall find notable Deſęriptions of the Church, and of 

Miniſters thereof, and an Account of the Perſecutions 
and Afflictions, which it muſt paſs thro? in this World; 
and of the Lord's providential Care for the Preſervation 
of his Church. Here are ſet out to us alſo Deſcriptions 
of the Church's Enemies, of Satan, and his three grear 
Inſtruments, the Aoman Emperor, the Pope, the T urk, 
and the grand Apoſlale. Or in this Book we may take 


Notice of Precepts, Prophecies, Promiſes and Threaten- 


ings, as alſo Commendations, Exhortations, and Reprehen- 
ſions to the Churches; their Sufferings under their grand 
Enemies, the miſerable Perſecutions under them; the Sub- 
verſion of Antichri/?, and the calling of the Jes. 

Ihe ſeven golden Candleſticks are interpreted by Chr:/? 
| himſelf (in the End of the firſt Chapter) to be ſeven 
Churches, which Chriſt delighteth in, being of Gold, who 
valueth eyery true Member thereof, as we do Gold, for 
every Believer is all-glorious, 

"The ſeven Stars in Chr1/7's right Hand are the Angels 
of the ſeven Churches, who are the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel. 
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Theſe two Chapters, viz. the ſecond and thiid, do con- 
tain ſeven Epiſtles, written to the ſeven Churches of Aſia. 
The Perfon, from whom theſe Epiſtles were ſent, is Jeſus 
Chri/t, who is very gloriouſly deſcribed in the Entrance of 


every one of the Epiſtles. 


In theſe ſeven Epiſtles the Lord doth praiſe ſome of 
the Churches, and diſpraiſe others. For the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Eyes are al! piercing, cannot fail of ſaying, 
I know thy Forts. 

As to the Paſtors and People of Epbeſus, Pergamus, and 
T byatria, they are partly commended and partly diſcom- 
mended. Theſe three were realonably good Miniſters. 
The Angel of Epheſus is commended for his Labour, Pa- 
tience, and Zeal in the Church, and for Wiſdom and 
Sincerity; yet he was reprehended for leaving his firſt 
Love; for his ſumewhar going back, and for cooling in 
the Zeal and Love of God; and withal he was threaten- 
ed, that the Churgh thould be tranſlated to another Place, 
except it amend. 

The Miniſter of Pergamus, and the People alſo, are 
much commended for their Perſeverance, and conliant 
Profeſſion of the Truth, in the midit of 'Froubles, and 
Perſecutions, notwithſtanding the Martyrdom of Antipas, 
who 1s recorded to be the aer thereof, and was put to 
Death. | 
Yet this Church is found fault with, in that they had 
amongſt them ſuch as maintained the Doctrine of Bal am; 


who upheld the Lawfulneſs of eating Things lacrificed 


to Idols, and of committing Fornication, 

They were reproved alſo for maintaining the Doctrine 
of the NVicolaitans, who upheld the common Uſe of Wo— 
men. Theſe two groſs Doctrines were at that Time 


lulfered to be amongſt them in the Church of Pergamus, 
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where the Kings of the Attalians uſed to be Reſident. 


The Church of Epheſus is admoniſhed to repent, and 
to do their firſt Works. 


The Church of Smirna is commended for her Faith, 


and Conſtancy in Affection. The Miniſter thereof was a 


rare Chriſtian, yet a poor Man to the World. For Chri/t 
ſays, (Chap. 2. 1.) 1 know thy Poverty, but thou art rich, 


i. e. rich in Grace; yet ſome in that Church were repro- 


ved, as Bypocrites, profeſſing themſelves Chriſtians in 
Word, when they were not ſo in Deed. | 
J his Smirna was one of the Cities of Jonia in Aſia. 
T hyatria is commended for Love towards their Bre- 


thren, and for their Inereaſe in Piety; ſo that their End 


is better than their Beginning. They are greatly com- 
mended alſo for their Love and Service to the Church, 
and for their Faith and Patience. 


But this Church is diſcommended for ſuffering that 
wicked Woman 7ezebel, a falſe Propheteſs, to ſeduce the” 


People, teaching the ſame falſe Doctrine that Balaam did 
at Perpamus. This Church is threatned, that except 
they repent them of their impious Works, they ſhall be 
caſt into a Bed of Aſlliction, | 

11 he Church of Sardis is next, the Miniſter whereof 
had a great Name for Learning, and other good Gifts; 
but be was grown very idle, and negligent, and did little 
Good with his great Gifts. It was ſaid of him, T hou ha/# 
a Name, that thou liveth, but thou art dead. He had in 
Spirit in him no Life of Grace, and therefore he is coun- 
ſclled to awake, and ſtrengthen the J hings which do re- 
main in him, which were ready to die. 

Sardis was a moſt famous City, where the Kings of 


This Pergamus was the Name of a famous City in Aa, 


AAN Pl 
Lydia kept their Court; their Works were fair in outward 
Shew, but inwardly corrupted with Rottenneſs. 

Philadelphia is praiſed for her Patience, and Conſtancy; 
and for her free Confeſſion of the Name of the Lord. 
TT here was no groſs Fault found in them; the Miniſter 
hereof was eſteemed a worthy and godly Man: His Gifts 
were not ſo great as thoſe of ſome others, yet was he ve- 
ry painful, and faithful, and very conſtant in the Chriſti- 
an Religion. So that his Miniſtry was promiſed to be 
bleſſed; for Men of the greateſt Gifts are not always moſt 
blefled in their Labours, the Lord working great 1 hings 
by very common Means. 

This Church is admoniſhed to hold faſt that which they 
had, that no Man take their Crown; and by Promiſe they 
are to have a Pillar made in the T ! that is, a firm 
Place of Glory. 

The Paſtor of Laodicea, and the People alſo, were 
grown Luke-warm, IJ ime-ſervers, neither hot nor cold, 
halting between two Opinions, careleſs and ſecure; where- 
fore they are reproved, and threatned, if they repent not. 
They thought their Eſtate good enough, through a Self— 
conceitedneſs; but they are charged to be poor, and nak- 
ed and blind. Therefore they are exhorted to repent, 
and amend; upon Repentance is annexed a gracious Pro- 
miſe, but upon their wiltul Perſeverance an heavy 1 hrea- 
tening 

Thus are laid down in theſe three Chapters John's 
Calling, the Excellency of Jeſus Chriſt, and the preſent 
State of the Church. 

The next Viſion is contained in the Eight chene 
next following, wherein is ſet forth what ſhall be the 


future State of the Church in all 4 to the End of the 
World. 


72 REVELATIONS. 
In the 4th Chapter is a Viſion ſhewn unto St. John, 
wherein was revealed the Glory of God's Majeſty, where- 
by is ſeen his Office, fitting upon his Throne to judge the 
Earth. Then it ſhewed his Nature, compared to a 7a/- 
per-/tone and a Sardine in that he is the Father, molt glo- 
rious in his own Perſon, and in his Glory overſhining all 
other Things. His Company is deſcribed to be the moſt 
honourable of Prophets and Apoſtles, all cloathed in 
HY hite Raiment, having on their Heads Crowns of Gold. 
Then we have ſet forth the Effects of his Magnificeuce, 
Lightning, Thunder and Voices. And his Inſtruments 
the Company of the eccleſiaſtical Creatures, and their Num- 
ber, couragious as Lions, mighty as Bulls, wiſe, ſwift, 
apt for all Purpoſes. Theſe give Praiſe, Glory and 
Thanks to him that ſitteth upon the Throne. ä 
In the 5th Chapter is contained, firſt a Deſcription of 
the Book iu the right Hand of God; then a Deſcription 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who openeth it; and laſtly, a Deſcription 
of the glorious Praiſes given to Ze/us Chriſt by the Saints 
and Angels. There was a large Book written within 


and without, for the Variety of Matters therein contain- 
ed, as the Hiſtory of the World: The other Book was 


but little, containing the Hiſtory of the Church; the ſirſt 
of theſe none were able to opeu, or worthy to do it, ſav- 


ing the Lamb of the Tribe of Fudah, that ſtood in the 
Midſt of the Throne, Chriſt Feſus, God and Man, the 
Mediator of all, who opened the Books : And not only the 
Angels do ſubſcribe and conſent hereunto, but the twenty 
four Elders, ſo that this Lamb is praiſed and worſhipped 
in all Hands, both of Men and Angels. 


Jn the 6ta Chapter is ſet forth the Matter and Con- 


tents of the Book, and an Account of the Events that fol- 
low, Herein are ſeen the Works of God in the Govern- 
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ment of all Things, as the ſpreading of the Goſpel, and 
great Perſecution that do follow thereupon, and a fearful 
Vengeance that falls upon the World, for ſhedding the 
Blood of the Saints of God. 

The Red Horſe denotes Blood, the Black Horſe Famine, 

the Pale Horſe Peſtilence; and the Judgments that are 
denounced will prove very horrible, to the great Terror 
and Amazement of all the World. 
The ſeventh Chapter doth appertain to the opening of 
the ſixth Seal, iu all which Troubles the Lord hath a Care 
in preſerving his Church, manifeſting that the Lord in all 
Dangers hath ſtill a tender Care of his Church. 

In the eighth Chapter are ſer down the woeful Effects 
of the ſlopping of the Goſpel, which happened by the pre- 
yailing of Errors and Hereſies. Hereby we may learn to 
take heed of God's Threatnings, and io repent and amend 
our ſinful Courſes of Lite, that ſo we may prevent the Ri- 
gour of his Juſlice. 

In this Chapter is a Gradation of the Apoſtacy, in cor- 
rupting the Doctrine of Religion, and falling away of all 
Sorts of Profeſſors, all which is e fected by the four An- 
gels. 
Ihe Bent of the ninth Chapter is to point out the Pope 
and his Clergy, together with the Turk Power, by their 
prevailing with Hereſies; and the falling away of ſe- 
yeral Paſtors of the Church, 

The Pope being ſet forth in his greateſt Exaltation, 
that he is a Star fallen from Heaven unto the Earth, as 
degenerating and talling away from Heavenly I Wage. to 
Earthly. 

He is faid to have the Key of the bottomleſs Pit; and by 
the Locuſts are meant the Popiſh Clergy of all Sorts; 


compared to Locuſts, becauſe they waſte and deſtroy the 
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Fruits of the Earth, yet it is ſaid, that theſe Locuſis ſhould 
not deſiroy any of the Elect, fo that their Power is limited, 
| tho? they be here deſcribed with their poiſonous Stings. 

In the tenth Chapter is ſeen the Viſion of the ſecond 
Book which was h21d by the Hand of a mighty Angel, 
Here is the prophetical Hiſtory of the Church of God, 
which Story reacheth unto the twenty-ſecond Chapter. 
The Book is ſaid to be ſmall; the Angel that held it was 
our Saviour Chriſt, and he gave it to St. Zohn, requiring 
him to eat it up, and it ſhould make his Belly bitter, but 
in his Mouth it ſhould be ſweet, That is, as proceeding 
from Chriſt it is moſt ſweet, but in that it foretelleth the 
Afflictions of the Church, it was moſt bitter to his Spirit. 
By eating it is meant W and thoroughly un- 
der ſtanding it. 

The chief Scope of the Chapter is to ſhew how the 
Goſpel ſhall be preached in many Kingdoms, after the ge- 
neral Darkneſs, for the diſcovering and Overthrow of Pa- 
pery and Turkiſm, before the ſeventh and laſt Trumpet 
do blow; for then will come the laſt Judgment, 

In the eleventh Chapter is ſet out the Effects and good 
Succeſs of the Preaching of the Goſpel, that the Church 
ſhould be reformed, and built up thereby, which had for 
a long Time been waſted by Antichri/t. | 

In the Viſion Notice may be taken of the Deeds and 
Miniſtry of the faithful Preachers, and the whole Body of 
the Church, their Periecution, and their riſing up again, 


which i ffliction laſted one thouſand two hundred and ſix- 


ty Days : Note, Days are here put for Years; and at the 
End of this Time it is noted, that Pope Boniface the gth 
did enter into the Papacy by Subtilty, upon whoſe Death 
the Spirit of God raiſed the Church again, who were 
withdrawn from the Tyranny of this wicked World, and 
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gathered into the Celeſtial Church; that is, ſeeing the 
Temples and publick Places were not open unto them, ſe- 
cret Places were ſanctified to them; (as if they were Hea- 
ven) then followed Joy and Thankſgiring among the 
Saints, and Fear and Terror among their Enemies. 

In the Viſion ſet down in the twelfth is contained the 
State both of the Fewi/h and Chriſtian Catholick Church 
warring : The 7ewr/h Church is compared to a Woman 
with Child; being pained ready to be deliver'd, her Body 
was cloathed with the Sun, ſignifying the ineſtimable Glo- 
ry given to the Church of God, Her Head was adorn- 
ed with a Crown, and twelve Stars on it, ſignifying the 
Kingdom of Heaven belonging unto the Church, He ap- 
pears ſtanding upon the Moon to denote that the true 
Church trampleth under Feet all Variableneſs: Her Con- 
flict in her Travail is ſet forth, attended with the Danger 
of having her Child devoured by a Red Dragon, having 
ſeven Heads and ten Horns, 

By the Child whom he would devour, is underſtood 

Chriſt myſtically, as the Head and Body of the Church, 
i. e. of all the Members thereof united to the Head by his 
Spirit. 
In this Chapter further is to be ſeen the Church's Bat- 
tle with the Devil and his Inſtruments, and the Church's 
Victory, and the Joy and Triumph of the Godly. Ir is 
ſaid that Satan was thrown down from Heaven by the 
Power of Michael, that is, Jeſus Chriſt. 

The Devil aſſaulted alſo the Mother of the Child on 
Earth, the Church of the 7ews, and the Church of the 
Gentiles afterwards gathered together in Chriſt; but the 
Church was protected by God's Power. 

Euſebius noteth, that ſhe fled from the Aſſaults of the 
Devil, and from the common Deſtruction of JFeruſalem into 
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a City called Pella, beyond Jordan, which Place God had 


appointed for her by Revelation, where the is nouriſhed 


(faith the Text) for a Time and Fimes, and half a Time, 
from the Preſence of the Serpent. Yet Satar purſued 


the Church by a Flood of Water, by whichggs under ſtood 


the Power of the Ronan which deſtroy'd Jeruſalem. 

It is common in Scripture to compare the raging Tu- 
mults of the Wicked to Water; but the Earth heiped the 
Woman, and ſwallowed up the Flood, meaning the wicked 
Sort of the eus; ſo that the Elect had Liberty to eſcape. 
Then it is ſaid, that the Devil reſolved to fall upon her 
Seed, that is, the Church of the Genti/es, ſo that there is 
no End of the Devil's Malice. 

In the thirteenth Chapter we may take Notice of the 
Dragon's two great Inſtruments, whereby he fighteth a- 
gainſt the Woman being the Roman Empire and the Pa- 


pacy. Theſe have cruelly aſſaulted, and afflicted the 


Church. 

Firſt, here is a Deſcription of the Rom:/h Monarchy in 
its higheſt Pitch, to the 11th Verſe; and then of the Pa- 
pacy in its Pride. 

In the 17th Verſe is noted the Uſurpation of the Pope's 
Tyranny over the People-and over their Goods, bring- 
ing upon them a ſlaviſh Servitude, exerciſing over them a 
Pedlar-like Abuſe in Indulgences and Diſpenfations, and in 
bolting out Curſings in natural and civil Matters. 

The fourteenth, and the following Chapters to the 2oth, 
do ſet forth unto us, that the Roman Empire and the Pa- 
pacy ſhall ebb as fait as ever they did flow; that they 
ſhall decreale as faſt as ever they did increas, and fall 
down even un il they come to utter Ruin and DeſtruQtion ; 
that Baby.02 ſhall fall, and the Pope and his Religion 
come io nought as is preſigured. We may read here of 
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the Lamb ſtanding upon Mount Sion, and his Army, 
where we may note their Arts, and the Voice of the An- 
gel, ſaying, Babylon that great City is fallen, it is fallen; 
for ſhe made all Nations to drink of the Wine of the 
Wrath of her Fornication ; and that it is meant of Rome 
is manifeſt by all Writers, the very Word of God pointing 
it out ſo plainly. Rome is called Babylon myſtically and 
figuratively; as the old Za/tern Babylon did for a long 
1 ime oppreſs the Church of the Fews ; ſo Rome, this 
Weſtern Babylon, hath long oppreſſed the Church of the 
Chriſtians. | 

Babylon is that great City which reigneth over the 
Kings of the Earth; but there is no other City which did 
reign over them but Rome; therefore Rome is Babylon. 
Babylon is that City which hath had ſeven ſeveral] Govern- 
ments, and only Rome hath had feven ; therefore Rome is 
Babylon, having had, 1 King, 2 Con/uls, 3 Decemvirs, 4 
Difators, 5 Triumvirs, 6 Emperors, and 7 Popes. 

Babylon is obſerved to be that City which is ſituate up- 

on ſeven Hills; but Rome only of all Cities is fo ſituate, 
therefore Rome is Babylon: The Names of the Hills are 
theſe, 1 Capitolinus, 2 Palatinus, 3 Aventinus, 4 Eſqui- 
linus, 5 Seltur, 6 Vininalis, 7 Qyarinalis; as an Author 
faith, 


Septem Urbs alta jugis, toto que prefidit orbi. 


The Angel faith, The man, which is the HY hore of Ba- 
 bylon, or Antichriſt, fitteth upon feven Hills or Moun- 
tains. Rome being Babylon, it followeth that Rome ſhall 
fall: The Holy Ghoſt in the Prophecy faith, it is fallen, 
ſpeaking in the preſent Tenſe, as the Manner of the 
| Scripture is in propheſying of Things to come. 
The Deſtruction of Rome is further fer down in the 
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eighteenth Chapter: She is deſcribed firſt, as being in 
the Height of her Pride. carrying herſelf inſoleatly above 
Kings and Emperors, yea, ſhe was ſuch a one as was no 
Widow, i. e. not ſolitary or deſolate, bur one that had ma- 
ny Lovers: But ſhe ſhall be punithed for her Haughii- 
neſs and Pride; for the Holy Ghoit ſaith, her Plagues 
Hall come one Day. Tho? Rome itatideth yet, and Popery 
is ſpread wide, yet their Wick<dnels is diſcloſed, and their 
Credit is abated, and the Lime is drawing on apace when 
it ſhall utterly fall. There's a great Aijteration in this laſt 
hundred of Years. It is faid the Kings of the Earth do 
weep and wall for her; theſe are Popi/b Merchants, who 
mourn for the Loſs of their Gain, ſuch as Monks, Fryars, 
and the like, who cannot have ſuch Utterance for their 


Wares as formerly they had. 


In the nineteenth Chapter we find, that the Lord Jiſis 
is deſcribed fitting upon his Zhite Horſe, which is the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel. Chriſt is ſtiled the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords; he is deſcribed as a great General 
with his warlike Garments on. 

He will muſter up his Forces, and come againſt this 


Beaſt; and he, with the falſe Prophets, ſhall be foiled, ta- 


ken and overcome; yea it is faid, they ſhall go down by 


Heaps; they ſhall come to Armageddon, the Place where 


their Power ſhall be deſtroy'd, and this doubtleſs will 


come to paſs in this Life, before the Day of Judgment. 


The Holy Ghoſt hath ſo often and plainly affirmed 
this of Rome's Downfall, that there can be no Doubt made 
of it; for what is more plain than to ſay, Rome is fallen, 
Rome {hall fall, it ſhall go into Perdition, it ſhall fall to 
Deſtruciion, it ſhall be caſt down like a great Millſtone in- 
to the Bottom ot the Sea, it ſhall be burnt with Fire, it ſhall 
be made deſolate, and naked, and without Inhabitants. 


Theſe Places muſt needs be underſtood of Rome, and of 
the Romiſti Power: It is ſtiled the great City which reign- 


ed over the Kings of the Earth, ſituate upon ſeven Hills, 


which had ſeven ſeveral Garments; ſo that this muſt 
of Neceſſity be Rome, and no Place elſe. 

After St. 70n had ſet forth in the former Chapters 
the 'Downtall of the Roman Empire, and of the Papacy, 
in the twentieth Chapter he comes to ſet down the Con- 
demnation of the Dragon, who was their grand Captain, 


ſhewing firit, how he ſeduced the Nations before the co- 5 


ming ot Chri/t ; how Cort at his coming bindeth him by 
the Light of the Golpel, and ſo holdeth him as ſhut up 
for the Space of a thouſand Years, from ſeducing the Na- 
tions, IJ hen is ſhewed the flouriſhing State of the Church 
during the Time ot Satan's Captivity. Afterwards is ſet 
forth the looſiug of Satan, when the thouſand Years were 
expired. Then cometh the Overthrow of Satan into the 


Lake of Brimitone, Ihen cometh the Day ot Judgment, 


wen all hall be judged according to their Deeds. 
The Angel (in the brit Verſe) is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


who hath the Key of Power; by the Chain in his Hand 


is meant the Doctrine of the Goſpel; and the Time when 
the Goſpel was firſt preached was the 'Time when Satan 
was firſt bound. 

The lime of his Impriſonment is ſet down to be a 
thouſand Year s, Which was all the Time from the preach- 
ing of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, until Gregory the 7th, and 
ſome other Popes after him, who did let Satan looſe a- 
gain. Then Popery aud Aahometi/in began much to in— 
creaſe, 

By the Armies of Cog and Ma707, are underſtood all 
the chief Enemies of the Church Gnce the looſing of Sa: 
th. | 
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Gog ſignifieth coyered, fo the Pope cometh covered un- 
der the Name of Cbriſt; and his Vicar Magog ſignifieth 
uncovered, whereby is noted the T urk, for he openly de- 
nieth and impugneth the Lord Chriſt. 

17 In the one and twentieth Chapter is deſeribed the hap- 
i Py and bleſſed State of the Faithful, when they ſhall be 
[| freed from all Miſery, and the endleſs Torture and Pain 
[i of all the Reprobates. 

ti Then we are preſented with a lively Deſcription of the 
Kingdom of God, under a Figure of the Great City, {til- 
ed the Holy Feruſulem; which City is moſt gloriouſly de- | 
ſcribed, even fo glorious, that Kings ſhall throw down | | 


 - their Crowns and Scepters before it, "rains all to be ; 
but Droſs and Duſt in reſpect of it. 
| In the laſt Chapter St. 70hn proceedeth to fer forth the 


bleſſed Condition of all the Saints of God. Next he ſets 
forth a Confirmation of this Book. After that is an Ex- 
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hortation to ſpread abroad the Knowledge of the Book ; { 
alſo he ſheweth how every one ought to prepare himſelf 

againſt Chriſt's coming unto Judgment. t 
Here are alſo great Plagues threatned to be inflicted : 
upon all ſuch as ſhall add any Thing to this * or that t 


| ſhall take away any Thing from it. 

And finally, he exhorts us, that we ſhould all expect, þ 
and patiently wait for the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
And now may all ſuch who thirſt after Righteouſneſs, ſay p 

heartily and truly Amen, ſo, come Lord Jeſus, Amen, v 
0 Nis 
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4 Chronological Summary of the BIB LE. 


5 Romthe Creation to the End ofthe Floodare 1657 Years. 
Fromthe Flood to the Calling of Abraham 367 Years. 
| To Noah ſucceeded, thirſt, Shem, preferred before 7a- 
phet, zd Arphaxed, 2d Salah, 4th Heber, 5th Peleg, 6th 
Rey, 7th Sarug, 8th Nabor, gth Terah, ioth Abraham. 
From Abraham to the Departure of the Maelites, out 
of Egypt, is accounted 430 Years. And here to Abrabam 
ſacceeded, 1 it Iſuac, the promiſed Seed, given to Abraham 
and Sara? in their old Age. 

2d. Jacob, the Younger, getting the Bleſſing from the 
Elder. 

zd. Levi, who ſucceeded for the Piehl Duties. 

4th. Kohath, and 5th Amram, in whoſe Time the Per- 
ſecution was through Pharoah. And 6th AMaſes. 

From the Departure from Egypt, being the fourth Diſ- | 
tance, as it came to be extended to the Building of the 
Temple of Solomon, the Space is 480 Years. In which In- 
terval were firſt Judges, and next Kings, 

The Judges were, iſt 7o/bua, 2d Othmel, 3d Ehud, 4th 
Shamgar, 5th Barak, 6th Gideon, 7th Abimelech, 8th T ola, 
oth Fair, ioth Jephtha, 11th Tuzan, 12th Elam, 13th 
Abdon, 14th Sampſon, 15th Eli, and 16th Samuel, in 
whoſe Time the People required a King. | 

In this Government by Kings the firſt was Saul, then 


David, and the next was 3 

From this Temple to the ſecond, built by Zerubabel, 
was 497 Years. 

The Kings of Judah were reckoned, iſt RoFoboam, 24 
Abiah, zd 4a, 4th Tehoſhaphat, 5th Jehoram, 6th Aba- 
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2iah, mth 4thaliah, gth Joaſh, gth Amaziah, 1oth Uzziah, 
11th ,otham, 12th haz, 13th Hezetiab, 14th Manaſſeh, 
15th Amon, 16th Jeſiab, 17th Zehoahaz, 18th Fehoia- 
chin, 19th Jehaiakim, and 2 0th Zedetiah. 

The Captivity of Babylon continued for the Space of 
70 Years; in which was, 1ſt Daniel, who was carried a- 
way captive, 2d Zerubabel, 3d Ezra, 4th Nehemiah, _ 
5th Mordecai. 

Then from this ſecond Temple to the Birth of Chrih, 
are529 Year; in which were, iſt Chriſtians, from the Houſe 
of David, 2d Maccabees, or Aſmoneans, and 3d Kings. 

The Chieftains were, 1ſt Rheſu Meſpullàm, 2d Joannes 
Ben Nheſu, 3d Judas Hyrcanus, 4th oſeph, 5th Semel 
Abner, 6th Matthias, 7th Maathufermaha, 8th Nagge, 
gth Elli, roth Nahum Maſbeth, 1 ith mos yrach, 12th 
Mattathias Silaoh 13th Joſeph junior, aud 14th James 
Hyrcanus, who was he Laſt. 

Of the Maccabees was iſt Matthias, 2d Judas Macca- 
beus, zd Jonathan, 4th Simon, 5th Joannes Hyrcanus. 

Kings: The firſt that aſpired to that Dignity was Ari- 


ſtebulus, 2d Atexander, 3d Alexandra Salome, 4th Hyrca- 


uns, 5th Ariſtobulus, 6th ntigonus, 7th Herod the Idu- 
mean, a Forcigner. And in his Time, 3948 Years from 


the Creation, our Saviour 7eſus Chri/? was born. 


In the Life of our Saviour there is ſet forth unto us an 
liſtory, 1 Evangelical. 2 Apoſtolical, 3 Eccleſiaſtical, 
The Apoſtles were T VE the Diſciples SEVENty, and 
the Deacons Seven, 29 dls 99 | | 
Afterwards ſucceeded in the Church good Biſhop, for 
about the Space of Three hundred Years; aud then there 
grew a great Declenſion, and Corruption crept into tb 
Church with Uſurpatiqu, by Bont ace the Third, who c 


| tained the Supremacy. 
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